
11



A CONVERSATION WITH
PAUL SIMON ON o r
E l  ANYA PHILLIPS

ANYA: WHY did y o u  WRITE 
THE SONG " &5RED OF THEU.S.a' 
T>ML: THE so n g 's  J u s t  m a in ly  
ASO^T— IN  RRlTAlMWE GET 
A L O r  OF AMERICAN PR.OGRAM3 
OM TV...
A, vJHICH PRO G RAM S?
P KW AK, COLOMBO, YOU N A N F  
IT U/TG-OT IT AMD L<KE YVE 
CA/OT RELATE- T O  IT. IT 
nEAMS NOTHING TO US REALLY- 
ITSJOST SCRT OF NUMSlNG- 
|WMQS YOUR RRA'M.
A: So YOUP'E /YCTOAUY BORED 
of THE 0.S- TV- SHOWS THEN 
AMD MOT BORED OF THE UNITED 
STATES IN GENERAL?

We ll  a n o th e r  t h in g  fo r

EXAMPLE-' A LOT OF ENGLISH 
GROUPS-THEIR u EAP SINGERS 

Way t h e y  LDOVS, you 
EVEN frET ENGLISH SINGERS 
VUHO pul ON AN AMERICAN 
SCLENT WHEN THEY SING-. 
^SPECIALLY IW THE SIXTIES.
A: VOHEM I  WAS A' LITTLE GIRL
X WAS REA LlY SURPRI SED TO 
FIND OUT Mo st oF THE BANDS 
r  l ik e d  and  a s s u m e d  w e r e

AMERiCRN VJSRE REALLY
En g l is h . I 'D  s e e  THEM ON

T(\LR .SHOWS ANP WONDER 
WHAT WAS WRONG WITH
t h e ir  v o ic e s .
$>• r r s  l i r e  r u t t in g  o n e r

THIS-AMERICAN ACCENT ANP 
SINGING, NOT BEING WHAT
THEY Re a l l y  ARe, w h ic h  'S
e/OGLiSH or  w h a t e v e r .

A- so u/wat d o  you th /a jk  o f  
t h e  USA. ?

R DONT KNOW, a i n 't  BEEN 
THERE YET. LOOKS a l r ig h t . 
AT  LEAST THEY HAUE THINGS 
GOMIg c >N u n t il  l a t e .
<5VER HERE EVERYTH l/\)<>- 
FINlSUes UP AROUND t w e l v e  
th e n  EVERYBopy's SoPPoseo

To 0 0  TO & e p  u m E  g -o o p  
pe-pPLET, G E T  DP E A R L y  AMD 
OO TO  W O W . THATS \MHAT 
p e o p l e  VAiAArryoo t o  d o .
A - W HAT Do y o v  d o  iM aaj 
AUERAGG D A T ’
P.- x  WAKE l/P AROUAJO AJIMC 
AMD GET AuY ERRAUDS OTR 
AMVTHIMO ru e  GOT TO GET 
TOGETHER PORIMG- MOST PART 
OF THE EARLY DAY VM T\L 
AROUMD DIMMER T IM E .

A-. WHAT SORT OF ERR ANDS? 
P-. MAYBE SOMETH IMG L IK E  
Cr-ETTtMG ME BIK E  FIYED.
A: yo u  h a u e  a  m o t o r c y c l e ?
p: YEAH, a  SOXURI 2 .5 0  TR ail. 
BIKE. SORT o f  A  RACING-BIKE 

AMD I  GO OUT TD THE STNDIO, 
WORKOUT DESIGNS FoRCJ-OTHE' 
OR ANYTHING REALLY. OR ELSE" 
1 GO' AMD SEE THE MANAGER 
AND LIKE TALK ABOUT THE 
P o s t e r  w e  m ig h t  u s e  o R

HELP p e s ic -N  IT. M AYBe WE
h a v e  a n  i n t e r v i e w  o r

PHOTO S E S S IO N .
A . AND Y o u  r e h e a r s e : EVERY 

DAY ?
P. YES. USUALLY A B o v t  t o o  
A M P  FIMISH uP  A B ouF G-oo 
W E ” CAM G-O OM LO N G ER , B W  

YOU R E H E A R S E  TO  w o lh  
TH E  &OMGS L-oS>G THEIR  
FRESHNESS.
A-- A f t e r  y o u  r e h e a r s e  pt>
y o u  GO OUT AT MIGHT?
P : SOMETIMES Y6AH OR E L S E  
JUST STAY CAUSE THERE:
A HOT m u c h  t o  D o ARo u m D 

H E R t ANYWAY.
A-. W HAT D o y o u  P o  w h e n  y o u  
s t a y  In ?
■P; N O TH IN G . W E L L ,  r  PRACTiCe.
T DOM T KM O u-' W HAT T H E Y
o t h e r s  D o . v u e l l t h e y ■ ■ ■ 
c o p  K n o w s  w h a t  t h e y  D o .
A  you  R e h e a r s ^  a n p  Pr a c t ic e  
A l o t  ?
P: OH Y e A H . r T S  T H E  On l y

T H IN G T o D o  r e a l l y 1.
A: WHEN IS VoUR N E AT ALBUM 
S EA TED  T o  c o n e  o u t ?
P. PRO&AB.LY ABOUT AFTER. 
CHRISTMAS. NAie’ W  C>ERECORD­
ING IT AROUND CHRISTMAS TVME 

■f. TO  G IV E  US SOMETHING TO DO
? o v e r  Ch r is t m a s  a n d  yje  s h o u d  

Ha v e  a  s in g l e * o u r  in  a b o u t

T vu o  MONTH5 T IM E .
TH E  "A" S IDE COULD POSSi&LY 

u  Be "c o m p l e t e  Co w t r o l ".
£  A ; WHAT5 OM THE B S ID E?
, p. W E  HAUENT DECIDEp VET.
= 3 AT THE MOMENT W E'RE T U S T
c  rehearsing- s o  t h a t  n e x t

T IM E  VUE PLAT B R IT A IN -  
WHENEVER THEY LET US P L A T —

, W e 'l l  h a v e  a  w h o l e  n e w  s e t
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