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What YOU say 
about those 
Punk shockers

PUBLIC
OPINION
S P E C IA L

i:' e-M -v.’-

THE Punk Rock craze and 
what happened when Bill 
Grundy interviewed the Sex 
Pistols group on Thames TV's 
"Today"*programme, brought 
a huge postbag from readers. 
Here is a selection . . .

THE  mo s t  baffling 
feature of Bill Grundy’s 
interview with the Sex 
Pistols is how they 
managed to get on TV in 
the first place.

Th o s e  who suspended 
G r u n d y  should have 
s u s p e n d e d  themselves. —
Dennis McNulty. Atherton. 
Lancashire.
HAVING brought this unpleasant cult to the attention of the public, you—and the rest of the media — will now be doing a far greater ser­vice by letting it dis­appear and die. — M. 
P e m berton. Colchester
.Essex.

Tickets
YEARS ago the Press — including the Mirror — 
were using the same sort of phrases about the 
Rolling Stones as t he y  now use about Punk.Your Pop Club recently offered t i c k e t s  for

Stones’ concerts. I look forward to obtaining 
tickets for the Sex Pistols' 1986 Earl’s Court 
c o n c e r t s  through the Mirror.—Peter Reynolds, Birmingham.
1 PEEL sorry for the Sex Pistols. They have lost all rights to human

dignity — and, in my 
o p i n i o n ,  so has Bill Grundy. — Mrs. J. D. 
Dunn. Gillingham Kent.

Obscene
MALCOLM McLAREN, manager of the Sex Pistols, makes the sweep­ing statement that the group were only using 
everyday language and expressing the mood o* their generation.1 have rarely heard such obscene language, yet I mix daily with 
h u n d r e d s  of young people. — Gill Brisco, Sheffield

IT WOULD hove been wise h> pre­
record this programme, especially os 
it was shown ot such an early hour. 
But. in my view. Bill Grundy was quite 
right in coolly showing these people up 
lor what they are— a bunch of moronic 
idiots.—Miss I. Adams, London

IF TEENAGERS feci they wont o  bit of 
recognition and this is the only way, why 
shouldn't they dress os they like?

It seems the only time papers publish 
anything about teenagers is when crazes 
like this are "  exposed —  Ms N oriel 
Price. Burgess Hill, Sussex.

We’re not degenerate
AS Punk Rockers we were dis­
gusted - at the way you portrayed 
us in Thursday's Mirror.

At school we are studying for 
“ A ” and “ 0 ” levels. At night we 
become followers of Punk. Yet you

portray us as some sort of illiterate 
juvenile delinquents.

What we want is not violence but to 
get rid of conventional things. We 
need to be different. We don’t want 
to l»e like the rest, on factory produc­
tion lines or doing nine-to-five jobs.

We are not degenerate, or from broken homes.— 
Two A n g r y  Punk .  Rockers. London, N7.

I AM eleven years old and when I saw those people in the Mirror with 
safety pins through their nostrils it made me feel sick.

If I saw them I'd tell them how dangerous it Is and how stupid it 
looks. — J u l i e  Hynes, 
Mansfield, Notts.
ONE of the saddest things about it ail is 
that a respected record company l i k e  EMC 
should fail over them­
selves to sign up the Sex Pistols.

Even their manager admits they lack musical 
talent. — J. Waterfleld, Plymouth, Devon.

G RU ND Y  DID U S  A
SERVICEBILL GRUNDY did a public service to parents by demonstrating on a " family " programme the sort of dangers their 

children might f a c e  by following tills colt.—D. 
Carter. London, SE.

Disgusted
I AM disgusted at th e  way Bill Grundy lias been treated. He deserves an 
apology. Instead of sus­pending him, his bosses s h o u l d  do something a b o u t  the comedians 
who come out with Qltliy jokes on T V. — Mrs. F. Wa l l  worth. Stockport 
Cheshire.

Twisted
THE controversy o v e r  
the T V appearance of the Sex Pistols Ls a One example of just how twisted are our values.

We are scarcely con­cerned with the poverty and starvation t ha t '  make life a misery for more than half the human race, yet we can be roused to indignant fury by the public use of what are really harmless Tour-tetter words.
Be shocked, by all means ,  but only by things that really matter —such as suffering and 

deprivation-which violate h u in a n d i g n i t y— 3. Hodgetts, Sheffield. Yorks-

WHILE holding no brief for Bill Grundy, I feel he 
wasn't to blame for what happened on the TV, 
programme. To suspend him for two weeks is 
quite unfair. Thames T V fould have taken • the 
programme off the* air. 'V ‘am sure the BBC 
would have done so.—C.- 4. Waddell, London,


