
Three days of Funk, Jazz and Soul. Lots of new features this year too.

Three weeks from now, give or take, Moseley Park
will jump to the Mostly Jazz Funk and Soul Festival
- a three-day event that will bring you exactly that:
Jazz, Funk, and Soul.  Some stellar acts are booked,
and a whole host of up-and-coming and established
local acts as well. I have listed some of the main
names at the bottom of this post, and there are more
in podcast (scroll down) but for full details, head over
to the MoJazz website, which is pretty
comprehensive. 

There's an awful lot that goes into organising an event
like this. I sat down with Festival Manager John Fell,
to talk about some of the challenges. It's fascinating
stuff, and the stories that have emerged over the past
two very difficult years are compelling: acts that
refused to use the stage entrance... acts that came

back the next day because they enjoyed themselves.... embracing the local dance scene, and much more.  

I got rather excited about some of the new things that
MoJazz are introducing. For the first time, there is
some serious engagement with some of Birmingham's
best dance outfits, Leftfoot, for example, running their
own stage and playing host to a number of local DJs.
You'll see Sam Redmore and Swingamajig as well. 

On top of that, to my enormous pleasure, they have
rather upgraded their food offer, with some of
Birmingham's best names. Last year, I had a dahl and
samosa combo from Zindiya, only round the corner
from the festival site, which still sticks in the memory. I
liked it so much a had it twice. Greedy me. But there
are loads of choices - Chakana is new this year, along
with Brum Mi. And pizza, cocktails, Ice Cream,
Waffles, BoneHead... the list goes on. 

So I'll see you in a few weeks. In the meantime, here are just a few links to follow. 
https://mostlyjazz.co.uk/
https://www.thespecials.com/
https://www.cameonation.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fatback_Band
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Craig_Charles

The Podcast

LIVES IN MUSIC
John Fell talks Mostly Jazz Funk and Soul
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A footnote: the intro and outro flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music podcasts come from Jazz
monsters Young Pilgrims. I asked them for permission to use their work in this podcast series; they said Yes, and this
was the result.  

The Lives in Music Podcast series has been running for over three years now. These are interviews with local musicians, looking at
how music has shaped them throughout their lives.  To see all the artists, here's a link to every episode.

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes. Those
changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to my heart. I think
it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of course deleted quite a few. But
if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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JUN A Life In Music: John Fell talks Festivals and previews Mostly Jazz, Funk and
Soul

 0 Add a comment

The Conservatoire Folk ensemble will be back!
Power Folk at the Spotted Dog will be back!
UFQ will be back!
Proper lessons at the Conservatoire will be back!

... but Lockdown's a bitch, now ain't it?

Joe Broughton is a non-stop phenomenon. From his days
on the Folk circuit as a teen prodigy, his ebullient approach:
nothing should be passed by, cos you never know what
might come up. 

This podcast is a companion piece to go with Lives In
Music podcast Series 3 - the tenth in the series. After which
I lie down in a darkened room and plan series 4. The
podcast is here, or you can scroll down and play it off the
blog post. 

Years and years ago, I navigated the dusty corridors in the
old Birmingham Conservatoire building, to write a
blog post about the Conservatoire folk ensemble. It was a
thrill, ducking and weaving through that old building,
getting closer and closer to the explosive NOISE that Joe
was whipping up. 50 or 60 students of all shapes and
stripes, contributing to an exhilarating blast of music. Now,
of course, under lockdown. the Folk Ensemble can't
perform. But here's hoping they will, in a year's time. And
many's the Conservatoire graduate, now making their way
in music, who passionately missed the time they spent with
Joe.  

So, there's been a steady, if exhausting to put together, stream of YouTube work, and you can catch a lot from the Links, which joe
sent over. 

I've talked to Joe lots, been to several Urban Folk Quartet gigs, caught
the Folk Ensemble in person and on YouTube and it's always been a
complete pleasure. This is the first podcast he's done with me, and of
course, a lot of the chat revolved around lockdown, which has stopped a
lot of Joe and co's work in their tracks. It's not all doom and gloom,
though – a chat with Joe is always a huge pleasure. 

Links (largely recommended by Joe)

Urban Folk Quartet
More about the Conservatoire Folk Ensemble
Tank and The Bangas on NPR Tiny Desk
Trimukhi Tala  Clap/ Clap/ Little /Ring /Middle /Clap/ Clap/ Wave/ 
Clap /Clap/ Wave/
UFQ remix from Josh Wunderlich: Waterbound
Conservatoire Folk Ensemble remix from John Wunderlich: Sleep
Talk

Jeff Beck live: Cause We're Ended as Lovers 
Bach Cello Suite No 2 in D minor / Paul Tortelier  
Joss Stone & Urban Folk Quartet - Solsbury Hill (Quarantine Live 2020)

and most important - Support the Urban Folk Quartet

The Podcast

LIVES IN MUSIC
Joe Broughton: beating your way through lockdown
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A footnote: the intro and outro flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music podcast come from Vo Fletcher who is featured in
this series, along with Loz Kingsley, here. I asked him for a bit of live impro, and this was the result.  

The Lives in Music Podcast series has been running for about two years now. These are interviews with local musicians, looking at
how music has shaped them throughout their lives. Series 3
also looks hard at how lockdown has had an impact. There are some lovely stories. To see all the artists, here's a link to every
episode.

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes. Those
changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to my heart. I think
it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of course deleted quite a few. But
if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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APR A Life In Music: Joe Broughton. From child prodigy to the peerless UFQ, the
Folk Ensemble, and much more.

 0 Add a comment

40 Years of hits. Really. But 'Kiss Me' doesn't go away...

Stephen Duffy straddles different genres in a way that few have ever
done. He grew up in Birmingham; our conversation is littered with local
references covering legendary studios, musos, and people. While still in
Birmingham, he scored his first huge success as Tin Tin. In due course he
went solo as Stephen Duffy, and later with his group the Lilac Time.  

During that time, he has worked with some of the absolute biggest names
in the business. Stephen has a pop past he can't erase – and he doesn't
really want to, despite the elegant folk stylings he embraces with the Lilac
Time. And he is still cooking up some major new projects.

The first half of this chat is a who's who of Birmingham Rock and Pop in
the 80s, anyone who knocked around the Birmingham scene then will
find much to enjoy. After that, there is a torrent of huge names. And
massive, massive success arrived when Stephen was in his 40s... which
also seemed to escape us all. But the most fascinating aspect of our chat is
how calm, polite and witty Stephen was. It was hugely enjoyable, and I
am most grateful.  

Links

Stephen's website   
Kiss Me (version 1) on YouTube   
Kiss Me (version 2) on YouTube
Icing On The Cake on YouTube
The monstrously detailed StephenDuffy Wikipedia page
First result of the Robbie Williams collaboration: Radio. A #1 hit. 

 

The Podcast

LIVES IN MUSIC
Stephen Du�y: He's done an awful lot with an awful lot of people. He's not stoppi…
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A footnote: the intro and outro flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music podcast come from Vo Fletcher who is featured in
this series, along with Loz Kingsley, here. I asked him for a bit of live impro, and this was the result.  

The Lives in Music Podcast series has been running for about two years now. These are interviews with local musicians, looking at
how music has shaped them throughout their lives. Series 3
also looks hard at how lockdown has had an impact. There are some lovely stories. To see all the artists, here's a link to every
episode.

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes. Those
changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to my heart. I think
it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of course deleted quite a few. But
if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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APR A Life In Music: Stephen Duffy: a proper non-stop music career
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 A 21st Century Hurdy-Gurdy Man, with a damn good 20th century track record 

On the Lives in Music podcast this week: someone who's been key to
Birmingham Music History over the past 50+ years. Over that time, he's
been in some of the town's top, top bands: Ricky Cool and the Icebergs,
The Destroyers, and Terry and Gerry, just for starters. 

And now, if you ever wanted to learn about the Hurdy-Gurdy – a
fantastical ancient stringed instrument – Mick just happens to be a leading
expert. 

You can jump to the podcast using the link at the top of this page, or
simply scroll down, where you'll find it embedded in this blog post. 

The Howson tapes

Mick is meticulous in his approach to music. He also is working hard on
documenting some of the powerful work he has been involved in.

Of particular interest to 70s veterans are the recordings he made with the
late Jim Cleary. It turns out he has a positive stash of these, and other
recordings, and, while they are all on cassette or aged reel to reel tape,
they are being meticulously and patiently restored by a pal in Cornwall.
The pal is also a veteran of the 70 Birmingham music scene: Rod
Hudson. They should see the light of day...soon.

The Hurdy Gurdy

There's a clip featuring Mick on Hurdy Gurdy in the podcast, and you can
do a lot of research following some of the links below. I think the
instrument is a thing of wonder. I've always been fascinated by ancient
instruments, but I've never had the gumption to actually go buy one and
master it. If you study some of the Destroyers videos, from the Paul
Murphy era, you can see Mick bashing away. But while I always loved
seeing Mick doing this, it was sometimes difficult to hear his work above

the torrent of brass and percussion that the band deployed.

There are
hundreds of
different types
of Hurdy-
Gurdys. The
instrument
evolved
differently in
different
countries, and
for different
purposes. This
very lavish

instrument dates from 1764, made by Parisian instrument maker Jean Louvet. Photo Credit: Carlo Raso, on flickr. 

Links
Here's the Hurdy Gurdy Wikipedia page. Exhaustive.
Mick currently plays with The Burdock Band...
...and the freshly reformed Terry and Gerry
Here's a clip of vintage Ricky Cool and the Icebergs with Mick on guitar.
And here's the Destroyers with Mick at Moseley Folk in 2012
Here's another restored tape (and new video) of Jim Cleary
And last but not least, Mick's recent release, Dunroamin'

The Podcast

LIVES IN MUSIC
Mick Howson: rather more than just The Hurdy Gurdy man
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A footnote: the intro and outro flourishes I'm using in this series of the Lives in Music podcast come from Vo
Fletcher who is featured in this series, along with Loz Kingsley, here. I asked him for a bit of live impro, and this
was the result.  

The Lives in Music Podcast series has been running for about two years now. These are interviews with local musicians, looking at
how music has shaped them throughout their lives. Series 3 also looks hard at how lockdown has had an impact. There are some
lovely stories. To see all the artists, here's a link to every episode.

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes. Those
changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to my heart. I think
it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of course deleted quite a few. But
if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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APR A Life In Music: Mick Howson.
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Some years ago – the thick end of a decade - I first came across
Tom Hyland, who was then strutting his guitar stuff with an
early version of a now long gone but much-loved band, the
Alternative Dubstep Orchestra.

This podcast was recorded as Tom was setting up not one but
several projects, from collaborations to solo work, with the help
of a very well-subscribed Kickstarter appeal. With the help of
tech, people have been working with Tom both in person -
socially distanced, or course - and remotely. There are links to
some of Tom's co-conspirators a little further down. 

I've followed Tom since, first talking with him on the Radio
To Go blog about the risky steps of going fully pro with Electric
Swing Circus, as he dove head-first into ElectroSwing. From
the band came his Birmingham-based festival, Swingamajig,
and a host of collaborations. 

And then lockdown hit us, There's a twist to this series of Lives in Music. We're all stuck in lockdown, and so I am
asking each guest about how it affects them. Tom has been hugely pro-active and has taken steps forward, from
setting up that  Crowdfunder to cover costs, to collaborations recorded in a fabled Moseley Birmingham venue

which currently can't host music events. Some very interesting approaches seem to be emerging, as you'll hear.

A chat with Tom always throws up lots of references. To follow these. best to double-check the companion Radio To
go blogpost, which you can find here. 

Links

What's Electro Swing when it's at home? Exhaustive answers here
Punch The Sky website
Electric Swing Circus website with the latest plans
Swingamajig website (to be updated for when the festival can resume, but worth a look to get the flavour)

Tom's successful and now finished Kickstarter page

The Podcast

LIVES IN MUSIC
Tom Hyland: Lockdown - Everything's crushed. Time to hustle.
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 A footnote: the intro and outro flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music podcast come from Vo Fletcher
who is featured in this series, along with Loz Kingsley, here. I asked him for a bit of live impro, and this was the
result.  

The Lives in Music Podcast series has been running for about two years now. These are interviews with local musicians, looking at
how music has shaped them throughout their lives. Series 3 also looks hard at how lockdown has had an impact. There are some
lovely stories. To see all the artists, here's a link to every episode.

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes. Those
changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to my heart. I think
it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of course deleted quite a few. But
if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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APR A Life in Music: Tom Hyland, currently band- and festival-free, is keeping busy

Tom just doesn't stop. Ever.

 0 Add a comment

A flat-out refusal to give up and stop, no matter what the obstacles.

Welcome to another edition of Lives in Music. I've been talking on the
associated Lives in Music podcast with Kris Halpin, who also trades as
Dyskinetic. And the Winter of 82. You can jump to the podcast here, or
scroll down to the embedded player lower down in this post. 

You might be wondering what those things are on his hands? Well, they're
MiMu Gloves: gyroscopically-controlled midi control units that allow
users to make music by gesture alone. 

Kris is known for his work with the MiMu gloves, which were created by
Imogen Heap. They are extraordinary things. The initial concept was to
allow performers to dispense with musical instruments on stage and to
then create a new way of performing. Dramatic? Yes? Impactful?
Certainly. 

Creativity. Disability.

But there's another factor that informs Kris and his work, and that is
disability. It led Kris to his involvement with the gloves, as he sensibly
pointed out how useful they could be to Drake Music, who work with
Imogen Heap on enabling musicians with disabilities. 

They promptly took him on as an artistic associate to help with their
research, specifically with the gloves. 

In this podcast, Kris deals with his disability – a very serious disability,
which absolutely won't go away - with jaw-dropping openness, and I am
hugely grateful. 

But there's an awful lot more. Kris has a very clear eye on his situation,
and it turned out to be a jaw-dropping conversation. Here's Kris at Abbey
Road.

Links

Kris Halpin's website and Bandcamp page
MiMu Gloves  
Drake Music    
Imogen Heap  

The latest single - March 2021

Bekijken op

Dyskinetic - Enough About MeDyskinetic - Enough About Me
DelenDelen

The podcast

LIVES IN MUSIC
Kris Halpin: Making music by gesture alone. Genius new creativity.
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The Lives in Music Podcast  
These are interviews with local musicians, looking at how music has shaped 
them throughout their lives. Series 3 also looks hard at how lockdown has had 

an impact. There are some lovely stories. 

To see who's in the list of artists, here's a link to see every episode.

One further footnote: the intro and outro guitar flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music podcast come from Vo Fletcher, who is also
featured, with Loz Lozwold (aka Kingsley), in a podcast in this series. I asked Vo for a bit of live impro, and this was the result.  

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes. Those
changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to my heart. I think
it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of course deleted quite a few. But
if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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APR A Life In Music: Kris Halpin. Massive obstacles, irrepressible creativity
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Well, lockdown screwed things up for us all... but there are ways around it.

This third series of Lives in Music Podcast doesn't just
concentrate on peoples' music journeys.

It also has a consistent thread running through everyone's
lives: Covid 19, the resultant 
lockdown, and the effect it's had on people's activities. 

That said, this has been a springboard to a range of
different takes on lockdown creativity. The podcast is out
now. You can listen to it here, or scroll down the post - it's
embedded below.  

Lockdown grief

I recorded this talk for podcast some eleven months ago,
just as Sid Peacock's Surge in Spring festival at Cannon
Hill, the Midlands Arts Centre, was cancelled as lockdown
came down on all our music activities.

Much later, I settled down to edit our chat. Sid and Ruth
Angell, who make a formidable musical team, about what
might still be relevant, or even taking place. And it turns

out there is a lot. That's because they are, truth be told, absolutely monster musicians, who spend a huge amount of time working
across different music genres.

But what shoots though this episode is the to and fro between the two of them: two very different musicians, with very
different personalities, and even more different backgrounds, and how they collaborate. It also opens up a fascinating perspective on
how some of the musicians in our town work together: it's a veritable list of great players. Over and above that, there is the sweet
story of how two contrasting and brilliant people met, hung out, and fell in love. 

Two different backgrounds; new music worlds

Peaceful, settled Derbyshire; stressed and troubled Northern Ireland. Different backgrounds, different
cultures. Music thrives and continues to emerge from both places. But the conditions that allow music to
flourish are dependent on whether you are actually allowed to create. Sid has a lot to say on this issue. 

Music pulled these two together, physically at the Birmingham Conservatoire, and much more
powerfully and independent from the Conservatoire, creatively. Both Sid and Ruth are contributors to
each other's work. The trick is trying to define the range of music they work across  - because they cover
so much ground.

There's a sample of new work from Ruth at the end of the podcast, and here's an example of what Sid
can get up to with his Surge orchestra, from 2019:

Bekijken op

Video niet beschikbaar
Deze video is niet beschikbaar

Links
Sid's Surge Orchestra 
Sid and Ruths' band Peacock Angell 

The Podcast: Sid and Ruth on Lives in Music   

LIVES IN MUSIC
Sid Peacock and Ruth Angell: a powerhouse duo from very di�erent worlds
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The Lives in Music Podcast series   

I've been doing these for about two years now. These are interviews with local 
musicians and music enablers, looking at how music has shaped them throughout 
their lives. Series 3 also looks hard at how lockdown has had an impact. 

There are some lovely stories. To see who's in the list of artists, here's a link to 
review every episode.

One further footnote: the intro and outro guitar flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music podcast come from Vo Fletcher,
who is also featured, with Loz Lozwold (aka Kingsley), in a podcast in this series. I asked Vo for a bit of live impro, and this was
the result.  

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes.
Those changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to
my heart. I think it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of
course deleted quite a few. But if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full
topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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MAR A Life In Music: Sid Peacock and Ruth Angell - two music worlds collide
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Taking global collaboration to a new level

Ross Grant is a busy man. A very busy man. I'm going to touch on some
of this activities in this post, and you can hear more from the man himself
at his Lives in Music Episode, released this week. Or just stay here,
and you'll find him towards the end of this blog post.  

Let me start with his fantastic current project, Around The World In 80
Plays. There's a link to the YouTube channel below.   

It's a simple idea, but it's also, naturally, a huge amount of work. It also
calls for a massive address book, which Ross certainly has. Most of us
will have seen those multi-screen YouTube videos where musicians
collaborate together at distance. This was a central feature of the Lives in
Music episode with Richard March, who played on and produced most
of the Tonight Matthew videos that gave a lot of people much joy last
year in lockdown. 

But that series ran to 11 videos in the end. Ross is putting together 80
such collaborations. Musicians worldwide have joined in with him, from
brilliant local and European folk players to Ugandan and Malian

traditional players and more. The guest player takes central stage, and Ross chimes in with multiple tracks of backing, on fiddle,
guitar and lord knows what else. 

A contacts list to end all contacts lists

To do this sort of thing, you need contacts, and Ross has them. His address book has grown, first through his life-long involvement
with the Bromyard Folk Festival, and also through activities like working with Sistema England, which has taken its inspiration
from the spectacular original El Sistema in Venezuela, as have hundreds of music organisations worldwide. Given this work,
mainly in the Classical field, it's not surprising his address book has grown.  

But that's not the only area where Ross has people to call on. As a boy, Ross benefited from his dad's folk contacts (he was good
mates with Ian Campbell), and of course work with the long-established Bromyard Folk Festival, where Ross is now a director.

Planning a major Folk Festival in Lockdown

This year, after a barren lockdown-flattened 2020, the Bromyard Folk Festival returns. It's not necessarily going to be easy, as
despite the September 2021 date of 9-12 September, there's still going to be the need for Social Distancing. Quite the challenge. The
previous weekend, Moseley Folk in Birmingham will have the same dilemna. At time of writing, Ross's group Inlay will play at
Moseley on Sunday.

There's more, lots more. But I suggest you give the podcast episode a spin. It was a terrific conversation, and a delight to put together.

Links

Around The World In 80 plays on YouTube
Around the World in 80 Plays Tip Jar - show your appreciation!
Music Group: Ross plays in Inlay 
Going since 1968, the Bromyard Folk Festival
Classical Music project Sistema England

Ross Grant on Lives in Music 

LIVES IN MUSIC
Ross Grant: Around the world in 80 plays: 29 down, 51 to go

30 00:00:00 / 00:30:00 30

 

The Lives in Music Podcast series   

I've been doing these for about two years now. These are interviews with local 
musicians and music enablers, looking at how music has shaped them throughout 
their lives. Series 3 also looks hard at how lockdown has had an impact. 

There are some lovely stories. To see who's in the list of artists, here's a link to 
review every episode.

One further footnote: the intro and outro guitar flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music podcast come from Vo Fletcher,
who is also featured, with Loz Lozwold (aka Kingsley), in a podcast in this series. I asked Vo for a bit of live impro, and this was
the result.  

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes.
Those changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to
my heart. I think it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of
course deleted quite a few. But if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full
topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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MAR A Life In Music: Ross Grant. Around The World In 80 Plays, and lots, lots more
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Spanish-British fusion: a long distance conversation

I assembled and edited most of the Lives in Music podcast episode that accompanies this post on the fifth anniversary of the
death of a mutual friend, the great Paul Murphy, who both introduced me to Renny Jackson, and encouraged us both, as he did
with everybody he worked with, in our different projects. 

One of the things Paul had me do on his Thursday Song Writers Café nights was to interview each artist about their own creative
process.

How do songs arrive?

I asked that question of maybe a hundred or more of Paul's guests. I got a different answer each time. Everyone, it turned out, had a
different approach. Renny was thoughtful, open and honest.

So it was that I talked at length with Renny, who originally came from Birmingham, before he delivered a charming and articulate set
on his brief return to the city. 

To listen to the Lives in Music podcast episode, go here, or simply scroll down to the bottom of this post. 

Lockdown

There's a twist to this series of Lives in Music podcasts. We're all stuck in lockdown, and so I am asking each guest about how it
affects them. Now, as you'll hear, Renny is now based in Sevilla in Spain, where the oranges come from. And they have hassles too,
just like us. In fact, not quite as bad as us, but enough to put a stick in the wheel of new live projects. The two influences come
together in Renny's music.

A 1500 mile conversation

Obviously, we recorded our conversation remotely. This is a step on from Zoom - radio-oriented  software, for a start - but it felt
absolutely right chatting, in a very personal way, with someone who now lives fifteen hundred miles away. Tech may have messed us
all up in its different ways, but little things like software that lets you straddle boundaries certainly help.

Renny's take on the lockdown in Spain is an interesting variation on what problems face musicians in the UK. We'll also hear the
impact Spain has had on this Brit.

Links

Renny's facebook page
The River Roots single on YouTube
Renny Jackson on Spotify

Renny's Lives in Music episode  

LIVES IN MUSIC
Renny Jackson: from Birmingham to Sevilla

30 00:00:00 / 00:26:36 30

The Lives in Music Podcast series   

I've been doing this for about two years now. These are interviews with local 
musicians, looking at how music has shaped them throughout their lives. Series 3 
also looks hard at how lockdown has had an impact. There are some lovely stories. 

To see who's in the list of artists, here's a link to see every episode.

One further footnote: the intro and outro flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music come from Vo Fletcher, who is
also featured in this series, along with Loz Lozwold. I asked Vo for a bit of live impro, and this was the result.

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through convulsive changes.
Those changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. I then expanded the range of topics to cover local music, another subject close to
my heart. I think it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred posts since then, and of
course deleted quite a few. But if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all means visit the full
topic index on the Radio To Go blog.
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Definitely a string thing

In this edition of Lives in Music, I'm talking with Loz
Kingsley and Vo Fletcher, Mandolin and Guitar players of
great skill and experience. I met this pair, I think, back in
1974, when they were doing a session at the old BRMB
Radio. They were no slouches then, and they've only got
better since. To listen to the podcast episode, go here, or
simply scroll down to the bottom of this post

Vo plays with a bewildering number of talented people all
over the midlands and beyond, and he gets together with
Loz, who only returned to live work with the much-
missed Rhino and The Ranters, for regular and highly
enjoyable sessions in some of the nicest boozers in the
region. And of course, having spent nearly a year in
lockdown, that's something I have missed enormously.
There is some compensation with Vo running (as do many
others) a live session on Facebook every Tuesday at
6pm.

They have, as you might expect, mighty track records,
which you'll hear about. There's also some super live guitar
and mandolin work to be enjoyed in this episode, along

with a taster from Loz's new album, Vintage Mandolin.

Links

The Tuxedo Bay Facebook page
All you ever need to know about Jellikins
Rick Sanders and Vo Fletcher page on Costa Del Folk
Vo's weekly Wine O'Clock live sessions: Tuesdays 6pm on Facebook 

Albums
Loz's album Vintage Mandolin can be had by emailing loz1954@me.com 
Vo's new album is at vofletcher.com 

Vo and Loz's episode of Lives in Music

LIVES IN MUSIC
Loz Kingsley, Vo Fletcher: 45 years plus of fantastic guitar and mandolin

30 00:00:00 / 00:37:26 30

 

The Lives in Music Podcast series   

I've been doing this for about two years now. These are interviews with local 
musicians, looking at how music has shaped them throughout their lives. Series 3 
also looks hard at how lockdown has had an impact. There are some lovely stories. 

To see who's in the list of artists, here's a link to see every episode.

One further footnote: the intro and outro flourishes I'm using in this series of Lives in Music podcast come from Vo himself. I asked
him for a bit of live impro, and this was the result.  

The Radio To Go blog

This blog has been going since 2007. I started it to focus mainly on radio stories, as the industry went through a series of convulsive
changes. Those changes aren't over yet, not by a long chalk. Over the years I expanded the range of topics to cover local music,
another subject close to my heart. I think it was a Destroyers gig that pulled me in that direction. I've banged out several hundred
posts in that time, and of course deleted quite a few. But if you're interested in thoughts on the local scene and/or radio futures, by all
means visit the full topic index on the Radio To Go blog

Photo credit for Vo Fletcher: Colston Halls
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'Cumberland Street' in 2015. No loon pants in sight.

I've been working up a few posts for Time Out Brum of late. Some of
them are on local music history, including this one on lost venues. It's
had a big reaction, and I'm now looking at more stories that have
come my way. Thank you! And keep them coming. 

We've lost a lot of venues over the years. It's sad to seem them go,
of course; hardest on the people who made a particular place what it
was. There was a great book published last year about JBs in
Dudley. There's memories aplenty scattered around on websites. But
there really isn't enough about one place I spent lots of time either
DJing or sticking to the carpet: the primo 70s and 80s Rock venue in

Birmingham... Barbarellas.

Barbs was great... until it wasn't. Times changed, and the place staggered on through those changing times, the death of
Classic Rock and the rise of Disco, until the end of the 80s. The place was finally flattened around 2000, as
Birmingham's Broad Street Brindley Place redevelopment began in earnest. The club was at the bottom end of
Cumberland Street, which at the time looked remarkably like bits of Digbeth look now – old beat-up Victorian houses,
smashed into workshops and warehouses. It was, essentially, a light industrial area at the time. And that meant you could
make a lot of noise.

Now? Cumberland street still exists – in a way. It's two
pedestrianised bits around a central square with aspirational posh
eateries, Free Radio at one end and the Ikon Gallery at the other.

I DJd there on Sunday nights, when it was 50p in and the place
put on local bands. By the time I started, Barbs had long switched
from being an upmarket (ish) late night supper-club to a rock
venue. But the black and white pictures of old big bands and
crooners still lined the walls. Most nights, Patti Bell was on the
door. You then walked up a wide corridor, lit in garish red, and
came into the main room at the raised bar level, where the carpet
was especially squidgy, and you could look over to the stage on
your right. The DJ booth was across the room, next to the stage.
And there was another raised area at the furthest end of the
room, with its own bar. Total capacity? I have absolutely no idea.
But I do know that whatever it was, it was exceeded, regularly.

It was one of Eddie Fewtrell's many clubs. John Tully booked the bands . But it also happened to be the place to watch
UK up and comers and US bands who were breaking big. The roll-call was jaw-dropping: a literal Who's Who of classic
rock and early punk. Dire Straits, UFO, AC/DC, Thin Lizzy, Horslips, Judas Priest, The Police, The Steve Gibbons
Band, The Clash, Talking Heads, The Stranglers, Sex Pistols, Generation X, Deaf School, The Sensational Alex
Harvey Band, Blondie, Steve Miller, The Fabulous Thunderbirds, XTC, Chris Rea, Slade, Osibisa, Manfred Mann's
Earth Band, Buzzcocks, The Ramones, Lindisfarne, Queen, Siousxsie and The Banshees, Simple Minds... The list
goes on forever. This is a heavily edited selection. If it was a major or particularly interesting gig, you'd find rock royalty
up at the top bar – Plant and Bonham were regulars.

When Punk came in, they opened up a separate room. It became a second home for mohicans, extravagant make-up
and piercings. You'd have prog-rock and mainstream on the big stage, and plastic bag dresses and gobbing round the
side. 

Bekijken op

The Clash Live @ Barbarellas Birmingham 1976The Clash Live @ Barbarellas Birmingham 1976
DelenDelen

The night Judas Priest did their last Barbs show, I was down there DJing. The band had finally gained traction after a
sluggish start and an iffy first album. Next stop would be the Odeon, and then the big arenas. But that night, it was Priest
and a packed room of pumped rockers. So I rolled out the headbanger faves – Quo, Free, Black Dog and Rock and Roll
from Zep, Starfucker from the Stones, Paranoid. The room was cooking when I stepped out from the booth, walked
centre stage and brought the band on.

Oops. Priest had rigged up a few too many smoke bombs to herald their arrival on stage. I could hardly see to get off
stage. In fact everybody could hardly see. It took about twenty minutes for Barbarella's creaky ventilation system to fix
things.

Barbarellas staff were brilliant. Alongside Patti on the door, and the New Wave and later New Romantic crew who
clustered around her, Barbs had a regular DJ, Wayne Hughes, who could not have been more helpful. His wife
Christine worked behind the bar. Happy days: for me, it was hours of DJing in your face rock to an up for it head-
banging crowd, topped off by a solid band. Sunday nights meant a late arrival home, half-cut (Southern Comfort was my
choice at the time, I'm sorry to say), my ears ringing, after catching the best of the Birmingham 70s scene. That one
weekly gig paid me pretty much the same as my weekly salary at BRMB.

Of course, it's gone, along with dozens of others. Cities continually reinvent themselves, and Birmingham is no
exception. Sadly, as rents go up, places like Barbs are squeezed out. it's sad to see venues disappear – at least two
more have shut down this Spring. But it's inevitable. And as venues close, others open. There's a new venue on Broad
Street, for the first time in years, and the Fiddle and Bone is back as well, which is excellent news.

Bekijken op

The Photos "Barbarellas"The Photos "Barbarellas"
DelenDelen

It's always the way. We miss the loss of a facility, and we regret the shrinking number of city centre venues, which is
more serious. 

But what we really mourn when a place like Barbs goes is the loss of a part of our lives. 

While they're still there, check this really interesting set of very iffy bootlegs on YouTube, of major acts at Barbs. And
here's my list of lost and historic venues on Time Out Brum.

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Mark Evans 24 May 2015 at 12:05

The best place to see a band. . . saw so many great people there. George Thorogood, Stray Cats, Frankie Miller, The
Jam, Albertos los trios, Man, Cheap Trick, Robin Trower, plus more and who could forget Boogie Beer. . . Awful tipple!

Reply

Angelina Clementina 24 May 2015 at 12:06

I remember being there when the original Ultravox were playing it was magic

Reply

Mick Howson 24 May 2015 at 12:07

Saw loads of bands at Barbarellas but the best moments were Freddie King .Commander Cody and his Lost Planet
Airmen, people were literally dancing on the tables and Country Gazette. it was also a great showcase for local bands
where Little Acre were my favourites.

Reply

Ade Wakelin 24 May 2015 at 12:08

I played there in the '70's with The Spliffs. I remember being shocked at the state of the place with all the lights up
during the sound check and can confirm that the carpet was indeed very sticky!

Reply

Dee Aston 24 May 2015 at 12:11

After watching Roxy Music at the Odeon, I went to Barbs to see Iggy Pop. £6 all in.

Reply

Maurice Linton 24 May 2015 at 12:12

Walked in one night and a couple of punks were making out on the carpet! Billy Idol stormed off stage that night
apparently the punk star objected to being spat at on stage!!!!

Reply

John Poole 24 May 2015 at 12:14

So many great nights at Barbs - Blondie, Graham Parker & the Rumour, Chuck Berry, Stranglers, Cockney
Rebel,Frankie Miller, a very young Leo Sayer, John Cooper Clarke. Feet stuck to the carpet with a plastic glass of weak
lager-happy days!

Reply

Michael Ware 24 May 2015 at 12:28

It wasn't just a place to see groups. I saw Freddy Starr, Bernard Manning, Charlie Williams and others there, but the
biggest crowds always seemed to be when the Drifters were on.

Reply

Julian Crook 24 May 2015 at 14:14

Saw some great bands there ... Played (& got through) the local heat of Melody Maker mag Battle of the Bands there
with my own band of chums in '78 ... our Moms & Dads came along for support - I don't recall them returning again

Reply

Pogus Caesar 24 May 2015 at 14:16

So many stories of great gigs..Kool & The Gang, Herbie Hancock, Al Green, James Brown, Thin Lizzy, Ian Drury and
the list goes on.

Reply

Lili Vandiver 24 May 2015 at 17:07

The early to mid seventies 70s were amazing there...saw many great bands including an old Chicago blues one armed
harmonica named \Big John Wrencher who we rescued after his band deserted him and went off to party. he was in a
bad way with gout and we took him to the accident hospital to be looked at. He needed a week of bed rest so he came
and stayed at ours. Sadly he died about a decade later, but we had kept in touch on and off over that time period.

Reply

Damian Sullivan 25 May 2015 at 10:41

Went a few times. Saw the Members, City Boy I think, Fashion and the Merton Parkas. Kicked off that night bottles
flying got chased up to the canal near Bobby Browns. madness. I could at least run in them days. Met Martin Degville
in the loo. Saw Khan and Bell there - beautiful and unobtainable women to a teenager. Know Steve Gibbons was
married to one of these lovely ladies - happy days - a life time ago.

Reply

mike davies 26 May 2015 at 09:59

I used to review there regularly for melody maker and sounds. I remember seeing the first UK tour by Talking Heads
there. Also AC/DC, which was the first time I'd seen someonme play guitar without it being plugged in to an amp.
Initially, we though he was miming! I remember the Spizz Energy gig when he overran and they cut the power, he
carried on singing I've been switched off. Of course the crowd could be harsh. Remember Suicide being booed off amid
a hail of disapprovals. I also remember going backstage to see the Ramones on their first appearance and Joey having
a tantrum because he couldnt find shampoo to wash his hair.
Also, remember the chess playing 'bouncer', anyone?

Reply

Anonymous 26 May 2015 at 18:50

Many happy memories of Barbarellas. First gig I saw there was The Fatback Band supported by Heatwave – as a
chilled out follower of English folkies, I remember being amazed at the energy generated on the stage! Then a year or
two later, having to persuade the bouncer to let us into the “Private Function” room where the punk bands had started
playing, as we looked too straight to be let in (even after I’d abandoned the flared jeans!). Then there was the night the
management upped the entry price to £3 from the standard £2.50, and regular visitors XTC couldn’t work out why they
received such a negative response from a normally enthusiastic crowd). And the night that The Clash played a surprise
gig there after the council pulled the plug on their planned show at The Rag Market … great times!!

Reply

John Slater 26 May 2015 at 22:53

Boy George told me that, when he was working in Oasis indoor market, he used to sneak into Barbarellas by climbing
through the toilet windows. He also had a story about consoling a girl he found sitting, crying ouside Barbs; it was Annie
Lennox. When it closed down, the DJ booth and sound equipment, including all the mirror-covered woodwork, was
shipped out to Polyannas in Newhall Street.

Reply

Anonymous 29 May 2015 at 01:33

John Slater? Mike Davies? Robin Valk?

All in one place? Am I dreaming?

I never got to Barbarella's, but those folk were my substitute (in a good way). Happy days.

Where are they now...

Reply
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