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singer's pain. He had to carry the knowledge that he had created truly great music

at a great time and then confined it to history.

"There's no point going forward if you can't maintain your respect," he once told
me. Yet the Clash songs never sounded dated, nor did anyone's enthusiasm for
them. Only the band avoided revisiting days gone by.

Strummer spoke passionately about his beliefs — be they endangered gorillas,
Nicaraguan street kids or a macabre pride in seeing English hooligans doing
battle abroad. He played his part to the max. Sounding part Central American
revolutionary, looking part Cagney-era gangster chic, he played his guitar so hard
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he wore bandages — the Strum-guard — around his wrist and fist to stop himself
bleeding to death on stage. Live fast, die young and leave a good-looking CV.

He was also a great leveller — if you met someone who liked the Clash, they were
all right. All around the world, people between 30 and 50 are putting on Clash
songs and air-posing in tribute. It's Christmas 2002, the offices are empty and
Strummer is dead. But remember — Joe Strummer lives for ever.
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