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FCC loosens rules
about call letters

adio and television sta-

tions have been playing

name games for years.
Their call letters give listeners
clues to the stations’ geographical
locations and marketing concepts,
to owners’ vanities or to nothing
at all.

Some are easy to decipher:
KSUN in Phoenix, Ariz; WSNO in
Barre, Vt.; WIND in Chicago;
KFOG in San Francisco and
KCLD in St. Cloud, Minn. There’s
WTAN in Clearwater, Fla.; KSRF
in Santa Monica, Calif.; WSKI in
Montpelier, Vt.; WFUN in Miami;
KBET in Reno, Nev., and WIIN in
Atlantic City, N.J.

There is KORN in South Dako-
ta, KCOW in Nebraska, WCAR in
Michigan and KOLA in California.

Another group of stations
seems to be dispensing warm
feelings: WLOV, WHUG, KISS,
WJOY, KIND and WINK.

Until recently, the process of
selecting call letters was good,
clean fun. The Federal Communi-
cations Commission (FCC), which
supervised the assignments, had
only a couple of rules: New call
signs could not duplicate existing
ones. Nor could they use initials
of U.S. presidents, such as WFDR
or WLBJ, or letters referring to
federal agencies, such as WFBIL.

The regulations also required
that call signs be in “good taste.”

‘Though the rules did not elabo-
rate on the meaning of “good
taste,” the policy was widely un-
derstood to prohibit use of call
letters that spelled out sexual
terms, common obscenities or
certain parts of the anatomy.

As a result, the airwaves have
remained as wholesome as Dis-
neyland. For example, there has
never been a radio station identi-
fying itself as ... well, you can
imagine.

That innocent state of affairs is
now changing. Last year, the FCC
authorized a station in Arlington
Heiglits, 111, to identify itself as
WSEX-AM, a designation that
might have run afoul of the good-
taste rule a few years ago.

Since then, the FCC has decid-
ed to withdraw almost entirely
from the business of regulating
call signs. In a little-noticed rul-
ing in December, the agency
scrapped most of the rules and
said it would no longer settle dis-
putes over call signs. The com-
missioners felt that too much of
their time was being taken up
with trivial administrative
proceedings.

Much of the caseload involved
arguments over “sound-alikes,”
stations in the same market using
signs that are rhythmically or
phonetically similar.

The National Association of
Broadcasters, a trade group repre-
senting the owners of radio and
television stations, opposed the
total withdrawal of the FCC from
regulation of call signs, but sup-
ported some of the changes pro-
posed by the agency. The broad-
casters favored elimination of re-
quirements that call signs be in
good taste and that some specific
call letters be banned from use.

In its comments to the commis-
sion, the NAB reasoned that “a
broadcaster choosing question-
able call letters would have seri-
ous problems in gaining accep-
tance from advertisers and from
members of the general public.”

Applications filed with the FCC
under the new rules show no na
tional rush toward suggestive or
pornographic call signs. A couple
of questionable requests have
been submitted, however.

A station in Idaho is seeking a
call sign that is a homonym for a
portion of the female anatomy
and a station in Arkansas is pro-
posing a childhood scatological
reference

WLBJ and WFBI are still up for
grabs, however.

Noel Holston, Orlando Sentinel
television critic, is on special as
signment. Ron Wolf is a reporter
for The Philadelphia Inquirer.
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Members of The Clash include (from left) Paul Simonon, Pete Howard and Joe Strummer.

Band is back
after strife,
inactivity

By Richard Defendorf

OF THE SENTINEL STAFF

nlike many rock bands, The Clash has done

well with ity. Ad ity is,

after all, a great catalyst for change and no

band in the history of rock has fought harder for so-

cial, political, musical and even its own internal
changes than The Clash.

Even during its inception, The Clash — who will
perform Friday at the Orlando-Seminole Jai Alai
Fronton — found itself reckoning with one of rock
music’s most tumultuous periods. In London in
1976, while the punk rockers the Sex Pistols were
creating musical anarchy with songs such as “Anar-
chy in the U.K.,” the newly formed Clash — consist-
ing of guitarist Joe Strummer, bassist Paul Simonon
and vocalist-guitarist Mick Jones — proceeded to
analyze this anarchy and then explain it with an in-
novative mix of rock, funk and punk. Songs such as
“White Man in Hammersmith Palais” were some of
the first of their genre to include reggae in their ar-
rangements, while "Clash City Rockers” and “White
Riot" became punk classics

Unlike the Sex Pistols, the Clash's three-man nu-
cleus did not dissolve in self-destructive, punk dra-
ma. The Pistols disbanded in 1977, Pistols’ singer
Johnny Rotten changed his name to John Lydon and
bassist Sid Vicious died of a heroin overdose in 1979
while awaiting trial after being charged with the
murder of his girlfriend. The members of The Clash
instead went on to commercial success, but did so
without compromising their musical integrity or
their populist political ideals

“When we came to America, they laughed at us
and said ‘You must be joking. You guys will never

Please see CLASH, E-5

‘Raisin in Sun’
is 25 years old
and going strong

D P

By Lawrence DeVine

had never worked on Broadway.

Nemiroff, the activist son of Russian Jew-

KNT NEWS SERVICE

quarter of a century ago, on a

March evening in New York’s west

40s, 24 hours after young Paul
Newman had come shining to the Broad-
way stage in Sweet Bird of Youth, another
play opened.

No one had heard of the playwright, a
28-year-old black woman from Chicago. No
one had heard of the director, a graduate of
Wayne State University in Detroit, who

Except for a 35-year-old black screen ac-
tor who had made Blackboard Jungle and
The Defiant Ones, none of the cast was
famous. Starting that day, to this day, ev-
ery one is in the theater history books be-
cause of A Raisin in the Sun.

This silver-anniversary year, Raisin in
the Sun, by Lorraine Hansberry, will get

00 )y g to
an estimate by drama publisher Samuel
French Inc.

Twenty-five years ago, who knew?

“We knew soon enough,” says Robert

ish parents who married Lorraine Hans-
berry in 1953 and was her devoted sup-
porter until she died of cancer in 1965,
“The first reviews said it's a very nice
play, true and honest, but none said it was
a great play and you must rush to see it.
When we went home, Lorraine was more
stoic than 1. I was literally crying, very an-
gry, upset
“Then the later reviews came out
raves. Suddenly everything turned around.
Walter Kerr in his Sunday piece said Rai
Please see RAISIN, E-4

| America’s intellectual

{ Congress’ librarian is the energetic, prolific Daniel Boorstin

Daniel J. Boorstin

WASHINGTON POST

he went from Communist Party member in '30s to conservative.

By Carol Krucoff

WASHINGTON POST

ASHINGTON Before he will tell you
thy there are 24 hours in a day or how

Emperor Su Sung scheduled his 121 impe-
rial bedmates during the Chou dynasty or any of the
other "unnecessary facts whose discovery gives
meaning to life,” Daniel J. Boorstin wants you to
know that he has written his latest epic an ac
claimed 745-page history of the world in his
spare time.

“It might sound corny or pretentious,” the librar
ian of Congress announces from behind a fortress.
like desk in his Washington town house, “but I in
sisted on my right as a citizen and as a person to go
on writing despite being the full-time librarian.”

After nearly a decade in this role, Boorstin still
lives in the shadow of criticism that he used federal
time and staff to write his award-winning books — a

charge that surfaced during his controversial confir
mation hearings in 1975

Riding high after winning the 1974 Pulitzer Prize
for The Americans: The Democratic Experience,
Boorstin was senior historian at the Smithsonian’s
Museum of History and Technology when Gerald
Ford tapped him for the library post. Then senators
discovered that several federal employees had done
research for Boorstin’s Pulitzer-winner and pressed
him to stop writing as a condition of confirmation.

They might as well have asked him to rip out his
heart

1 don't write to make money or because I hope
for prestige or to keep my job,” says Boorstin, who
writes each morning from 6 to 8. “I do it because I
love it and can't help it.”

He told senators then: "I will not promise not to
write other books. I promise to give full attention
and energy to my position.”

Please see BOORSTIN, E-2

n color-coded shorthand, they call it
I the "bluebelt” amendment. Its formal

name is Joint Resolution 67 in the
House and 297 in the Senate

The bluebelt bill is a proposed amend-
ment to the Florida Constitution designed
to protect the recharge lands that filter
water into the state’s aquifers. The
amendment would extend the property
tax break applied to agricultural land —
known as the "greenbelt” law — to unde
veloped property that is deemed high-re-
charge land. The tax break would be
limited to owners of 10 acres or more.

In effect, the amendment would treat
water as a crop. It would be particularly
beneficial to the citrus growers whose
groves have been wiped out by freezes
When the trees stop producing fruit, the
land is no longer classified as agricultural
The property is then assessed at the fair

is forced either to invest in a new grove
or sell his land
Farmers and grove owners would quali

R e

By Jeff Kunerth
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fy for either a greenbelt or a bluebelt tax

break but not both by filing for the
exemptions annually
The amendment’s main proponent, Or

ange County conservationist Henry S
son, contends that the bluebelt exempti
would at least temporarily keep are:
open that prone to developmen
Swanson’s concern is that the high-re
charge lands, which add 500,000 gallons
of water per acre each to the state’s
aquifers, are also among the most desir
able for development. Unlike the poorly
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Without some method to identify

protect high-recharge lands, many ¢
ties could become "water bankrupt” as
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CLASH

From E-1

make it here,’ " Strummer said in an interview from
his home in West London. “The music business was
a business; it was an industry. How would they ever
know we'd get albums into the Top 10 in America
and singles into the Top 10 in America?”

Strummer adds: “It was a lonely road and we've
had to work hard to prove them wrong. And we
have proved them wrong.”

To say the least. Critical acclaim and a fair
amount of prosperity has been theirs since the re-
lease in 1977 of their first album, The Clash. Four
more albums — Give 'Em Enough Rope (released in
1978), London Calling (1979), the three-record col-
lection Sandinista (1980) and Combat Rock (1982)
— and one 10-inch LP, Black Market Clash (1980),

showed The Clash to be
one of the most prolific,
imaginative and influen-
tial bands to come out of
the punk scene in
England.
However, The Clash’s
most recent strife — a
prolonged absence from
road and studio work
and the firing last fall of
Jones — put the contin-
ued existence of the
band in question. Jones’
problem, Strummer says,
boiled down to the fact
that he did not want to
be in the group.

“You see,” Strummer says, “we have to work pret-
ty hard on the road. We have to get out there and
play and he [Jones] kind of wanted to stay at home
and be an artist.”

The symptoms of The Clash’s internal discontent
became apparent to the public last spring at the US
Festival in Devore, Calif., when a fistfight erupted
on stage between members of The Clash entourage
and members of the festival stage crew.

Turmoil such as the slugfest at the US Festival
stirred accusations from The Clash’s critics that
their infighting was a publicity stunt. If so, it was a
costly one, not only because Jones co-wrote many of
the group’s songs but also because Strummer and
Jones were, at one time, good friends. Nevertheless,
Strummer says that, after about two years of trying
to sort things out with Jones, his patience wore thin
while his concern about the band’s inactivity grew.

“The Rolling Stones are back on the road, The Po-
lice are stealing in and heavy-metal bands are bring-
ing their boring, deadly message home,” he says.
“All these things are going on and so one day I just
said to him, ‘Look, you should shove off and go and
moan to somebody else because I want to get on |
with the job now.’”

After Jones left to form a new band with former
Clash drummer Nicky Headon, The Clash re-
grouped. In its present transformation, The Clash |
now includes original members Strummer and Si-
monon as well as guitarist Nick Sheppard, guitarist
Vince White and drummer Pete Howard.

With Jones out, a year-and-a-half’s time lost and
no album to promote, The Clash's current tour of the |
United States may not seem to make good business
sense. On the other hand, pecuniary concerns
haven’t stopped The Clash before, so the band,

Struminer says, will tour anyway.

“It'’s a long bash out the East and through the Mid-
west,” Strummer says. “We’ll probably finish up on
the 30th of May, over in Seattle.” Strummer added
that this tour will bring The Clash to Florida for the
first time.

“Is the sun shining?”
swimming trunks.”

Actually, the tour may serve not only a therapeu-
tic but also a practical purpose for The Clash.
Strummer still regards The Clash as a group of rock
'n’ roll visionaries.

“Remember that music is the only thing that
young people are listening to,” he says. “I really feel
like we've got a mission.” Strummer believes that
The Clash’s mission is to serve as a “wedge” be-
tween two popular sides of rock.

The first, less harmful, side of rock Strummer de-

he asked. “T'll pack my

Presented by the Orlando Opera Guild

scribed as “eyeliner rock,” which includes record-in-
dustry favorites such as Culture Club and Duran
Duran.

“That's okay for 10-year-olds,” he says, "but in the
face of a nuclear holocaust we need something with
a bit of reality in it.”

The other side is heavy-metal music, the mention
of which sent Strummer into a rag ‘When they
say: ‘Yeah, heavy metal. Wild rock 'n’ roll, man —
Def Leppard and Van Halen’ and all this, I just laugh
because that's the safest, dullest thing ever. To me,
Beethoven is more exciting and wild than that. That
ain’t wild, that's formula rock 'n’ roll.

“] want The Clash to be the wedge in between
these things. I want it to be the thing that says,
‘Hey, get involved with the way the world is going.'
Like, try not taking drugs for a year, try registering
to vote, use the democratic process.”

Marcl

E-5.

If Strummer seems heavy-handed about issues
that bother him, it may be his way of creating ten-
sion in order to sensitize himself to worldly strug-;
gles. "I tell you what I do,” he says of his sources of*
songwriting inspiration. “I plug into the world and-
when [ hear about the terrible things that are going
down, it throws me into a rage and so it prompts me
to sing songs about it.”

A consequence of the touring, Strummer says, will
be the impetus to write songs for an album, which
he hopes will by out by late summer.

“When we finish on this tour, we’re gonna have a
really great album and we're going to go into the
studio and record it. It's gonna be worth having.”

The Clash will perform 8 p.m. Friday at the Orlan-
do-Seminole Jai Alai Fronton, 211 U.S. Highway 17-
92, Fern Park. Tickets are $12.50 and may be pur-
chased at Select-A-Seat outlets or at the door.

h 25 through April 15
1420 Via Tuscany

A cast of 15 designers, 5 landscape architects and 500 Guild
members have pooled their talents and energies and trans-
formed the 21-room Annie Russell House into a dream home
of diverse colors and styles. Your $600 admission benefits the
Orlando Opera Company and provides you a lovely tour of
this masterpiece of a home. And you can stay for lunch at the
“Outback Garden”” Or browse through an exciting selection of
arts, crafts, plants and potted herbs.

Winter Park, Florida

Tuesday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-3:30 pm.  Sunday: 1:00 p.m.-4:30 pm
Thursday Nights: 7:00 p.m.-9:00 pm.  Closed Mondays
Tickets available at the door. Call the Orlando Opera Company

at 8967575 for group ticket information

Sorry, no children under 12 admitted

ARE FOOD ALLERGIES KIlLlNG VﬂU"

Headaches, sieepiness, insomnia, itching, hives, chronic coughs, ear
aches, gas, acne, muscle aches, overweight, hair loss, no energy, dan
druff, blurred vision, depression, hyperactivity, aggressive behavior
crying jags, stuttring, can't concentrate, overeatng, diarthea, con
stipation. These are just a few physical and psychological
symptoms.
Lab Technologists draw a tiny blood sample and test it with 200
foods; if your white cells crack, burst and die, that food is hurting
you! Cytotoxic Testing and Nutritional Counseling can help
you now!
Froripa ArLeray Cunics
377 E S.R. 434 * Longwood, FL 32750
(305) 8346666
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Swim Wear &
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SLACKS
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SKIRTS

From better makers. REG. $14 & UP

Sundresses &
Patio Dresses

DRESSES

“A Better Value in Fine Fashions”
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-70 OFF

Advertised Prices

Tops
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& Fabrics
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Short Sleeve &
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REG. $18 & UP
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10% Off
BATH WRAPS

by Ames

Solid Colors ~ ¥16%

Peach, blue, white,
jade, bone, brown

Reg. $18

Marisposa
Butterfly

$19%°  Reg.s22

Marketplace
352-1319
Colonial Plaza
894-3746

Spring
is in the air.

With fresh pale
pastels to vibrant

rights. Soft
cotton knits &
crisp linens reflect
the casual feeling
of spring!

Register here to
win $500.
wardrobe of your
choice.

Visit us Saturday
for special in-store
promotions.

<

Contemporary Classic Fashions

351-6818

SALE

La Casa R()pd announces its
Spring cleaning by reducing
merchandise . . .

e 1990

Prescriptions
Health & Beauty Aids
Cosmetics & Gifts
USS. Post Office

ANNIVERSARY SALE

NOW IN PROGRESS
ALL ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

20% OFF

Hurry in for some exciting values &
help us do our Spring cleaning

11
' -

ALL JEWELRY 20% OFF
ALL SHOES 20% OFF
ALL FIREPLACE SETS 25% OFF B3

ALL WATCHES 50% OFF

la casa ROpA

ve Shop for Ladies

345-8108 Ex

REGISTER FOR FREE
ATARI 2600 VIDEO GAME

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
FRIDAY’S KNIGHTS BAND

FRIDAY NIGHT 9:30-1 A M.

Avondale  Grands Boslevard @ ol bh e




