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Joe Strummer of The Clash in concert at the West Hartford Agora Wednesday night.

‘New’ Clash Proved To Be
A Showstopper at Agora

By FRANK RIZZO
Courant Rock Critic

Fans at the Clash show at the West Hart-
ford Agora on Wednesday night were faced
with two fundament.al questions:

« o Has the Clash changed?

& o Will we get out of here alive?

# For a while, it looked as if the second

question would make the first one moot.

% The evening got off to a nervous start
hen the Clash broke into its first song, “Lon-
n Calling,” and more than 2,500 frantic

fans surgs "toward the stage to share in the

band’s hard rock intensity.

w Push led to shove, which led to lead sing-

ér Joe Strummer’s stopping the show and

calling for the house lights after the band’s

second song. Here Strummer was faced with

a basic punk dilemma: How to encourage an-

archy and order at the same time.

» For Strummer the answer was simple:

Make the rules first, break them later.

It took about 20 minutes for a satisfac-
fory sense of safety to be restored. All
through this the band members remained on
stage while Strummer remained the leader
and called, sometimes yelled, for calm. Fi-
fally, the concert continued and the audi-
ence’s attention returned to the first question.
2 The band had changed. It changed be-

use its guitarist and drummer were gone
ﬂd in their place were three young musi-
cians: drummer Peter Howard and guitarists
Vinnie White and Nick Sheppard, all 24.
% Remaining were lead singer and band
focal point Strummer and bassist Paul Si-
monon.
= The Clash wanted to prove that they
were back and ready to make music, and the

ROCK REVIEW

mission was accomplished in short order. By
the time they played “Rock the Casbah”
(with Howard’s wonderfully mad drum-
ming), no one was saying the Clash was on a
coast. The new musicians’ lean and hi
layineg gave the whole band a raw edge

so right, even in the rough spots. Now
with three (and sometimes four) guitars, the
band’s wall of sound was even more bracing
than before.

Unfortunately, the sound system for the
Agora show was not up to the level of the
performers.

The band played a fair share of blasts
from the é)ast includin such favorites as
“London lm&" “Radio Clash,” “I'm So

portu-
mues 5 But they also lagoed new and unrec-
orded material as we ngs such as “Are
You Ready for War” and “Sex Mad War”
showed that the band’s new output remams
vital and top-notch.

Ten television sets were placed at the
sides and back of the sta; e Videos shown on
their screens included e from such
films as “The Warriors” and e Good, the
Bad and the Ugly,” as well as clips from war
and civil rights protests, military bombing
missions, and a riot or two. All this video
gave the iminal effect of
the apocalypse first-hand while watchmg the
“11 O’Clock News” out of the corner of your
eye.

Allin all, you left the evening with mixed
feelings. It was daring, powerful and thrill-
ing. And you’hoped it would never happen
that way again.
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:From the man who brought you “Mc Mom'”
0 & "National Lampoon’s Vacation”

It's the time of your life
that may last a lifetime.

Somantha Boker i turning sixteen and she's fallen in love
for the firstfime. It should be the best fime of her life
But...her family is so preoccupied with her sister's
wedding they totally forget her birthday, the boy she
loves doesn't know she exists and the class clown is
putting the make on her.

Well, hong in there, Samantha. The day's not over yet.
You oy still get one wish.

A’//

‘:..THE MOST ENGAGING
COMEDY SINCE ‘TOOTSIE’
...THE MOST MAGICAL

FANTASY SINCE ‘E.T.’”

e, WSTVN PHOENIX

“Here’s the comedy catch
of the year. I’ the best time to
be had at the movies since “Tootise’”

Iyter T, FEOILEMAGAZINE

“A romantic comedy that is
Adeft blend of hip satire and
fairy tale charm”

Dhwod Ao, NEWSWERR

“Screamingly funny!
Oneofthe year's best...you'll loveit!”
s L. SNEAK PHEVIE S
ant INDEPENIENT NETWIRK NFWS

It’s terrific! 1t'll make you feel
happily ever after.”
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b7 From the first
laugh, you'l be hooked!
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“ROMANCING THE STONE - action,
adventure, and bring plenty of
popcorn!”  Today show, NBC-TV

“ROMANCING THE STONE is
a rollicking tongue-in-cheek
adventure through the jungle.”
People Magazine
“ROMANCING THE STONE is
excellent! It’s a jewel of a
movie!” cas-1v, Los Angeles

“ROMANCING THE STONE is
super entertainment.”
Bob Thomas, Associated Press
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HARTFORD SYMPHONY POPS
Walter Noona, Conductor @

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY @
APRIL 27 AND 28 — 8:15 PM.

Bushnell Memorial

Program includes: “New York, New York," “St. Louis
Blues,” Come to the Cabaret,” and more

Tickets: $7 — $20. Available at Bushnell Box Office.
246-6807, and all Ticketron locations.
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Issue by issue, The Courant
keeps you informed, every
day.

The Hartford Conrant
The Courant goes places.

For convenient home delivery, call
241-6200. Or, call 1-800-842-1668
toll free in Connecticut.
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‘New’ Clash Proved To Be
A Showstopper at Agora

By FRANK RIZZO
Courant Rock Critic

Fans at the Clash show at the West Hart-
ford Agora on Wednesday night were faced
with two fundamental questions:

© Has the Clash changed?

o Will we get out of here alive?

For a while, it looked as if the second
question would make the first one moot.

The evening got off to a nervous start
when the Clash broke into its first song, “Lon-
don Calling,” and more than 2,500 frantic
fans surged toward the stage to share in the
hand’s hard rock intensity.

Push led to shove, which led to lead sing-
er Joe Strummer’s stopping the show and
calling for the house lights after the band’s
second song. Here Strummer was faced with
a basic punk dilemma: How to encourage an-
archy and order at the same time.

or Strummer the answer was simple:
Make the rules first, break them later.

It took about 20 minutes for a satisfac-
tory sense of safety to be restored. All
through this the band members remained on
stage while Strummer remained the leader
and called, sometimes yelled, for calm. Fi-
nally, the concert continued and the audi-
ence’s attention returned to the first question.

The band had changed. It changed be-
cause its guitarist and drummer were gone
and in their place were three young musi-
cians: drummer Peter Howard and guitarists
Vinnie White_and Nick Sheppard, all 24.

Remaining were lead singer and band
focal point Strummer and bassist Paul Si-
monon.

The Clash wanted to prove that they
were back and ready to make music, and the
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mission was accomplished in short order. By
the time they played “] e Casbah”
(with Howard’s wonderfully mad drum-
ming), no one was sa the Clash was on a
coast. The new musicians’ lean and hun,
playing gave the whole band a raw edge that
seemed so right, even in the rough spots. Now
with three (and sometimes four) guitars, the
band’s wall of sound was even more bracing
than before.

Unfortunately, the sound system for the
Agora show was not up to the level of the
performers.

The band played a fair share of blasts
from the past, including such favorites as
“London alling,” “Radio Clash,” “I'm So
Bored With the U.S.A.” and “Career Opportu-
nities.” But they also played new and unrec-
orded material as well. ngs such as “Are
You Ready for War” and “Sex Mad War”
showed that the band’s new output remains
vital and top-notch.

Ten television sets were placed at the
sides and back of the sta; V1 leos shown on
their screens included Fe from such
films as “The Warriors” and “The Good, the
Bad and the Ugly,” as well as chps from war
and civil rights protests, military bombing
missions, and a riot or two. All this video
gave the iminal effect of
the apocalypse first-hand while watching the
“11 O’Clock News” out of the corner of your

All in all, you left the evening with mixed
feelings. It was daring, powerful and thrill-
ing. And you hoped it would never happen
that way again.

Powerhouse Performance
By Hynde’s Pretenders

Reprinted from late editions of Thursday's

Gourant.
By RAY DE MEO
Courant Rock Critic
" “Middle of The Road” she’s not.
Sometimes cocky, cool, The
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“Hunhh!” was Hynde’s opemn% lyric
when The Pretenders took the staj he ex-

Pretenders’ Chrissie Hynde was a]ways in
control Wednesday night at the Bushnell Me-
morial Hall, with a packed house of 2,200 in
her thrall.

Hynde and the band powered through a
90-minute set with energy tempered by crisp
professionalism. Lead guitarist Robbie McIn-
tosh laid down a wall of chords, punctuated
by Malcolm Foster’s bass and Martin Cham-
bers’ fierce drumming. Hynde, standing front
and center with a Fender Telecaster rakishly
hung from her neck, worked her throaty tenor
through a 20-song medley from the band’s
three albums.

The Pretenders had a tough act to fol-
low. The Alarm, a four-member Welsh band
that opened the ‘show, got the audience to its
feet early. With a front-line combination of
acoustic and electric guitar and bass, the
group’s heavy-chord sound was reminiscent
of the Clash, who were playing across town at
the Agora. In a half-hour set, the band played
about a dozen songs, mnslly irom its second
and latest album, “Declaration.”

on the tail end of a Robbie McIn-
tosh power chord, introduced “The Wait,”
from the group’s first album.

Hynde’s Patti Smith snarl on this rocker
mellowed to a croon with “Message of Love,”
which followed. She returned toa tongh cyni-
cal posture with “The Adulteress.”

Clad in tight leather slacks; gray tweed
jacket and vest, with her eyes barely visible
under straxght-crop bangs, Hynde was
tough and tomboyi ‘oster tosh,
hair slicked back in ducktalls fit the bill as
members of her gang.

Muscular Martin Chambers, poised re-
gally above and behind the others, wore an
unusual headpiece: it periodically pumped
out a white foam that appeared to be spewing
from Chambers’ mouth.

An enthusiastic audience seemed to buoy
Hynde’s spirits as the show progressed. At
first aloof, she progressively warmed w the
crowd. By the end of the evening, durin;
“Brass in Pocket,” she was sitting onthe edge
of the stage sharmg her microphone with t|
first row.
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Well, hong ir there, Samantha. The doys nof over yet
Youmay stll get one wish
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“Here’s the comedy catch

of the year. It the best time to
be had at the movies since “Tootise!”
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“A romantic comedy that is
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Adeftblend of hip sanre and
fairy tale cl
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happily ever after.”
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“ROMANCING THE STONE -action,
adventure, and bring plenty of
popcorn!”  Today Sbow, NBC-TV

“ROMANCING THE STONE is
a rollicking tongue-in-cheek
adventure through the jungle.”
People Magazine
“ROMANCING THE STONE is
excellent! It's a jewel of a
movie!” Cas-1v, Los Angeles

“ROMANCING THE STONE is
super entertainment.”
Bob Thomas, Associated Press
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