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The Clash performing at Hofstra University in New York on April 14, 1984.

Photos by Eddie Malluk.

Review of the concert by Carol Brooks in the Hofstra University Chronicle.
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The Clash at Hofstra University in New
York on April 14, 1984.

The Clash in 1985, with their new band members – Vince White and Nick

Sheppard (Guitars) and Pete Howard (Drums) they travelled to Athens in

Greece to take part in a two-day Rock concert “Rock In Athens 85′”, which

saw the likes of bands, Culture Club, Depeche Mode, The Cure and many

others.

The event was organized by the newly formed General Secretariat of Youth

and the French Ministry of Culture. Back then, the Greek minister of

culture was the actress Melina Merkouri, who’s a member of the “socialist”

government.

The event was held on July 26th and 27th at the Panathinaikon Stadium,

which 18 years earlier saw the historic Rolling Stones concerts. The o�cial

promotion posters for the event had no mention of The Clash performing,

although it did mention their was going to be “Very Special Guest Stars”,

which turned out to be The Clash.

40,000 fans turned up to what was believed to be a free festival. However

they soon found out that wasn’t the case, and unhappy at having to pay to

get in, several thousand stormed the stadium on the Monday. Fears for

safety on the second night, which saw major headliners The Clash

perform led the organisers to o�er free entry and no restrictions to avoid

any of the violence which had left several police/security injured the night

before.

The Clash were the major headliners on Saturdays nights bill, with

supporting act not by the Cure [as is suggested], but possibly a local Greek

punk band, though this could have been in fact Nina Hagen. Nina Hagen

was a German singer who was involved in the punk scene in the late

70s/early.

The original “Rock in Athens 85′” poster promoting the concert.

The Panathinaikon Stadium in Athens, Greece,
where the shows were held.

Guitarist Nick Sheppard years later said “The Clash were excellent that

night and the whole place seemed buzzing”. In Marcus Gray’s book ‘Return

of the Last Gang in Town’ Nick Sheppard told him that Bernie and Joe

moments before going on were rowing side stage and Joe having a very

angry look, a usual precursor to him going on stage all �red up and the

clash blazing. Vince White later said that “Glasgow Barrowlands was the

most exciting show I played and Athens (the last) was the best show I

played.”

Joe Strummer talking to the photographers in Athens,
Greece before the show.

Bassist Paul Simonon and lead singer/guitarist Joe Strummer in
Athens, Greece.

Sadly there isn’t any footage or audio of the Clash’s performance or any

footage at all from the second night except The Cure’s set was broadcast

on state TV and is popularly traded in their boot community. Greek TV did

�lm the gig and footage of the Festival circulates but no Clash Concert

footage. So here’s hoping that someone somewhere with footage or audio

will release it.

Guitarist Nick Sheppard and Bassist Paul Simonon performing on the second night at ‘Rock in
Athens 85” on July 27, 1985.

Vince White, Paul Simonon and Joe Strummer performing at ‘Rock in Athens 85’ on July 27, 1985.
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The Clash “Rock In Athens 85′.”
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