




As I have already mentioned 
in the interview (read the middle), 
I was very skeptical of the ‘new’ 
Clash beforehand. Something I 
certainly wasn’t alone in. After the 
interview I was, as I said, more 
positively attuned, but alli-even 
though some great concert I had - 
I did not particularly believe in. 

The Drammenshallen was al-
most packed and the atmosphere 
was boiling. SA; “London Calling”, 
the group on stage, Strummer with 
an authority previously unseen, 
and the sound what sound. It was 
juicy, clear and pure dynamite 
(at least where I found myself). 
People rush towards the scene 
and the guards just have to give 

up. Strummer is the boss and has 
the church in his hollow hand. All 
doubt is blast away with the bolts 
of the sound system. Amazingly, 
the new drummer Pete Howards 
is even more dynamic than Topper 
Headon was, guitarists Vince 
White and Nick Sheperd are per-
fectly co-playing and complement-
ing each other 100 percent. 

Simenon is rock hard and 
straight. Strummer is struggling 
with an energy and empathy that 
is self-evident and necessary 
where he turns everything out. I’ve 
never experienced such a power-
ful and hard-hitting Clash. Nor do 
I see how the group fills the sports 
hall with its powerful energy it is 
difficult to believe that this is after 
all a relatively fresh group.

The material was a mixture 
of old and new. The old material 
was mainly taken from the earliest 
LPs, only two from Combat Rock 
and in-gen from Sandinista. They 
did most of what they did on the 
covers: “Police & Thieves”, “I 
fought the Law”, “Armaged-don 
Time” and “Cadilac”. Several of 
the new lates sounded more than 
promising. 

All in all, very strong. This was 
pure rock ‘n’ roll with no decor or 
abundance. Just wet. The only 
thing that Tole missed from Mick 
Jones was his kings, but this will 
be insignificant after all else. Con-
gratulations Strummer, there is 
no doubt a great need for today’s 
Clash ...


