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esplts what you may have
read. las! month thie will not
be an interview. For a variely
J ~th oi reasons that -nphcm Was
ruled out and 20 you'ta golag
10 get a considerad week long vicw of The
Clash, on Hage ‘and off. mq:ruqh I couldn't
gel an interview luul.l:rvntwd in a diiferani
capacity, sn-lljnqahirh at the band's Loadon
gigs and 1 gol'an OFPOMHF 10 oo bekind
the scenes andvnich 1he way that The
Clash 1964 is b'liﬂ run. For those of you
walling for wmdsol wisdom, | have nape.
. This is a persosal fmpression of the sale of
v v | the band Moﬂo-day I'lnulyuu find §
| PR e interesting, ?5
| Do - As you mb-nblyh:ow 'Ifha Clash came
PATIRI L back 1o Lnndun with & bang, {hreo stralght
= e g ! ahnmatTheﬂcadathnﬁnn,bmmn
first imprassion on the Thutsday moming
was much more low-kay. Mornings on gig
days are really misleading, roedies
_appearing to liﬂwllk around the venue as
though,t.hn chow were weeks away acd yet ":f: |
almost as if hrmqic lhinq:‘bnqr.: {o take ¥
shapo and the stage stants 1o shed ils excess |
luggage until saddenly you look onc#mh 2
and tho sceno is propared, Still, | had work
to do my=elf and after a couple of hours my !
mﬂmbahngm&ybﬁo'mmnm o
letlhhlhowonthumdt s
Its not until later on in theuﬂmihuﬁ | '--'f
lhl of an impending show sartulo
qrip the .Bnumhaqiniuﬂﬂ,mﬂlr.-
men, bar slaff, liclﬂcoﬂachnandaﬂthn
counlless other people who make the gig
tick begin 1o arrive u!:ilﬁm’llytluhmd
themsalves. On the fitst day there was o
1eal lension as they look the stage to
soundcheck, insiantly everyona seemed to
be in the hall and thero was a pure
mnmtﬂﬁﬂﬂ 25 the bard emashed into
"Sale European Home" for the first time.
Joo appeared deop in Ihouhl'dll he pul the
new guitarists through their paces and
pulled them up lisso alior limo H i wasa'l
right. A demanding boss but good 1o see

Live shol: Kirsien Stelter.
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‘and practice intently. I remember his

~ haircut you cannot avoid the cnnclusmn

-at a stage where they can walk the Hats

. drummer was taking h >

- one here but:é jor

s

Jﬁodes well for the future that they are
dpul'tmg if off in some style although
se'some nights they do it better than
-“Shclung my neck out I'd say that the
*‘, gys‘ive seen could easily be
ey igside‘any show the old line |
i .
yed Lh &y ve‘bee;g pla}rmg most A
eyl Earfy hﬂb ]:tnurs and every cmwd
- ijlim;g even more.
2aring comments from literally
3¢ .pmltars, fana and csrmcs alike
afd. This isn’t dead, it's the
ﬁ%een in years. Let the
that Paul Simenon has got things prettj,r ,h- Sa% i "' ﬁ’ tlash have reverted to
sussed. h' il .J_,he- better. . - - PN
The new guys on the other hand are st ' an‘ﬂ is more obviously
in the process of finding their feet and:a 53 r,,gap belween tha
long and hard one I should i imagine: iti f‘f '
be. At the moment they seem in a ﬁﬂ{
no-mans-land somewhere hetween EE}
total unknowns and superstars. ThE.-y' 7

g

after eight years. |
Paul Simenon adopts a much Jower | you will’s
profile. During the afternoons I'd hear him | the sf ;;Tﬁ
already onstage playing to himself. He - “Crew
doesn’t appear to have a lot to say at least in
public, seeming happy to plug in his bass

stumbling style of years gone by and its

obvious the dedication that's gone into the
fluency he exhibits today. There are )
hundreds of hours in his vlbrancy and he's 5|78
worked for every note. When'vou addto .~
this what is probably the world’s greatest

)

i .. 3 *ese are the two men ;
the venues unrecognised and reag '*-11?’ ' ?hra rsspansﬂ:le for i'
comfortable but on stage theylinvasl ' fal u  have a say in '
prove. It's a hard position bt i 1 lash

made of the right stuff theﬂ g e
Joe is constantly pushing: thés
step but he's equally I&ﬁi"f:u
signs of complacency.’ -

In Manchester, Pele A

-

support acts dudg}n I}
was down on him i}
“You'd still be‘ﬁ 7
hadn't beeri pickei
N
thum:lered.u‘ '

u a:re as thaﬁur
' -1}rey:]ea?é, ‘atho
Erged in sweéafjiby
“[Zthey have the loudest

P right to 1mmad1at6’
~1° in the evemng_,.a:ll 13

‘" of the window ‘and e
-+ ‘just on instinct axids
bad but going unf :
. reshaped my cungg'
tension ang 11¢ never see it foy yours
the mmu’léq_ﬁ. RTUnINg 8 gigs int But to return tg; i-.
re‘dealing The Clash. Of theith

desired e
reserve,ﬁ o
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with impressions'not'de s The Clash can only report.ihe - prepare to dnnk HRrsid ey Hnith
finish their check and the suppnrt move in I | make any assumpt ) ;_“dressmg room Tﬁﬁmas tdketaiwellie
head for the stall and finish all the final taken a gamble‘c on' rest and in the offices the mane? gats
preparations, one last check around - - 40% of the matenal' ’|- counted. What's changed?

the . . . SHIT! here come the punters. | new far:EE as wal}
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