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Jeri Singer, of San Gabriel, offers some vocal sup-
port to the rock group “Quiet Riot”’ at Sunday’s US

S Festival sellout marred by death

By MARK LUNDAHL
Sun Staff Writer

DEVORE — It was the best of days and the
worst of days for the US Festival '83 on Sun-
day.

A sellout crowd of 300,000 —- the larges:
ever for a single day at the event — jammed
the concert area at Glen Helen Regional Park.
The rock fans, drawn by a lineup of “heavy
metal” bands, completely filled the bowl area
and even persons along the extreme perime-
ters were pressed together.

But the jubilance was marred by the festi-
val’s first-ever crime-related fatality.

James Estell, 23, of Pomona, died at 325
p.m. at San Bernardino County Medical Cen-
ter, 12 hours after he was clubbed in the head
wnth a pipe or crowbar at a festival camp-
ground, San Bernardino County Sheriff’s dep-
uties said. The assault reportedly stemmed
from an argument over a drug transaction.

David M. Planton, 22, of Stanton, was held
for investigation of murder. His 17-year-old

girlfriend also was taken into custody for
questioning.

Deputies said that they made 15 arrests ear-
ly Sunday for a total of 89 since the festival
started. Of those, over half were felonies but
most of a minor nature, such as drug posses-
sion and being under the influence.

But during an afternoon press conference,
Sheriff Floyd Tidwell said the crowd was
keeping his d2partment on “pins and needles.”

“What'’s going on out there is an absolute
z00,” he said, adding that it was a different
type of crowd than last year. He said there
were more narcotics arrests and more violent
crimes than at last year’s festival.

““The music — hard metal, punk rock —at-
tracts this kind of crowd. I'd prefer they
weren't here,” he said.

But festival promoter Steven Wozniak said,
“It’s to be expected. When you have more peo-
ple you have more arrests.”

Still, Wozniak said the size of the crowd
alarmed him.
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Festival show. A sellout crowd of 300,000 attended
the festival. Additional stories, photos, A-5, B-1,2.

“I'm worried. I don’t like it,” he said.

Tidwell said his deputies had confiscated
“everything that goes into the mouth, the
nose, the arm, everything.”

Still, Tidwell acknowledged that the num-
ber of arrests was relatively small compared to
the size of the crowd and said most of the
arrests had been alorg the perimeter, not in-
side the concert area.

“But tomorrow night, it might not be so
peaceful if they decide to grab a piece of the
goal post,” he said.

Two North Hollywood men were in serious
condition at Loma Linda Medical Center fol-
lowing two unrelated traffic accidents.

California Highway Patrol spokesman Tony
Scott said that 19-year-old Anthony Allison was
evacuated by medical helicopter after he was
struck by a hit-and-run driver in the Sycamore
Flats area early Sunday morning.

Delbert Johnson, also 19, was in critical

(Flease see Festival, A-9)
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