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If you have views and opinions on any subject that interests,
amuses.or irritates you, write
Express,” Lang Bwl_a_m. Mast:

Maggie’s Mailbag, “Evening
k, Aberdeen, AB9 8AF.

\ 1

Hello — and a big thank you for all
vour tootsie tales, They grace the pages
this week — and more next week — and
1 hope you enjoy reading them as mueh
a5 1 enjoyed receiving them.

My first prize-winner is Mrs Mary
Hogg who lives in Balnagask House,
North Balnagask Road, Torry. It's an
old folk’s home and Mary has been
there for just under a year.

She was surprised and delighted to
hear she’d won beeause she had thought
hee letter wouldn't arrive in time—but
1t did and I found her memories told

hrough the types of shoes she wore as
he grew older, quite enchanting.

1t occurs to me that some of you may

languages
She taught French, German
{ah and in her elghiy-slrth year ul-n.
regretfully that she no longer has
anyone to practise on. Few foreigners
visit Balnagask House.

Her prize came at just the right time.
Mary has been having trouble with her
feet recently —1nllnh'ly h—(ht on by
trying to think up something to write
bout for the compeition — and she
needs a nt' pair al (llll'oﬂlble shoes.
One of Timpson's
with her where this o o she thinks,
she'll choose a bigger size.

Second prize of gift vouchers to the

value of to Mrs M.
£12 goes Iln-nn
nr—mm-amnu
nuihummoeu
Wv-—-hﬂlﬂemhm
vnryd.llﬂnllmwhun.
the best things about the
hllmuIr They r-nybﬁnu-u up my
day.
Don’t despalr It you weren't I
s time, Nowever, bucanse next

prize. Pens at the ready for the off again

shortly.
Until_then,

coming. They're grea

those letters
Maggic.

keep

Trauchled
wi' boats

Ivear Maggie

(one are ma trauchles

Faun | wore a pair o
bauchles

\n | had an awfu’ Job

Tue keep them oan

Far they
heen

And they were just worn
deen

Frae wa'kin’ frae the Dee

1 p tar the Don

1 can min 1 winked my

were ma siyter’s

a laddie passin’ by

1 thocht that 1 wid try

Tir apen doors

Hul he looked doon at ma
feet

\iowia viee sae bitter
et
(i Yer boats are nae
amplete
A ithout the oars

Sair feet saga

Dear Maggie

Once, when on holiday, we visited Edzell Castie. It
was a very hot day and my six-year-old daughter was
grumbling about the cobblestones we had to walk on.
Trying o cheer her up, I said: “Just imagine, Mary
Queen of Scots once walked here

Back came the answer
awfu’ sair feet

“Well she must have had
Mrs M. Murray,

9 Fite Terrace,
Macduff,

Muckle slippy stanes

u.g 1oe say to the other big toe”
ere’s @ couple of heels behind us'
Mrs Grace Sharman,
65 Buchan Street,

JUST a couple of aute-
graphs this week but lovely
ones at that The first is
from Mrs Ena Jones, 10
Ritchie Place, Aberdeen.
\who says we should always
bear this in mind whenever
we have an unkind word to
say about someone

Gin yer neebor chance tae
pisk

Dinna let her iie.

Lend tae her a helping
hand,

Dinna pass her by.

For maybe ye may chance
tae fa’

Like mony an ane afore.

For theres ave & ‘muckle
slippy

AU ody's door

And Mrs W Bremner, of
berchirder, sent me sn the
llowing and 1've

ehough foom this week to it

Macduff.

them in_ They're smashing
wee verses, especially If
you've 8 friend or relative
going overseas

Think of me when making
wishes,
Think of me when washing

dishes;
And if the water be too hot
Let it eool and forget-me.

11 all the land was writing
ads

And all the sea was ink
And pon-.e stamps were

Wolllll you 'rlt! me do
you

More next week

—Maggie

Dear Maggie,

All my life 1 have been
an admirer of pretty foot-
wear. Perhaj
cause I myself was for-
tunate in always having
bealthy feet and legs and
a wise mother to guide me
when young in the art of
choosing the right shoes.

She always took me
with her when she went
shoc-shopping and I
eo ouldn't wait to sneak

and pirouette in front of
the long cheval mirror for
hours on end, pretending |

and legs of a
Mnuol Funuym

mories these
sho-s i my life conjure
up for me!

The royal blue suede
ones with the two tiny
ldld buckles at each side,

de ones to match my
nrﬂ off-the-shoulder
dress and the vivid
scarlet courts. one
of the heels got detached
during & waltz my partaer

Prizewinner uav-u Hogg neLa her alﬂ vouchers from Maggie

pocketed it as a souvenir
and sent the shoe back to
me all fixed up and re
paired, accompanied b:

Box of “Black Magic:
chocolates and a bunch of
velvety red roses.

Oh, and 1 can't forget
that’ pair of pastel biue
suede, or the white satins
darting in and out like
two white mice from be-
neath my dress, that I was
wearing when the guy
propesed who later be
came by husband.

T thought 1 had reached
the very height of
fashion when he sent me
fater on from Canada, a
pair of white kid, gold-
tasselled thigh boots,
which I adored and still
treasure.

And so with straps here,
ornaments and buckles
there, I tripped my shoe-
loving ways along the
decades, quite oblivious
of how the years were
passing, until T mllsﬁd 1

ched stage

wnmmcuu Shocs with
jewelled heels changed

places for black satin
cosy, fur-lined house

widow 1 hold on to these
beantiful shoe memories

with their stories and
varied experiences for
me.

On one of these occa
sions of remininscence, |
went to the shoe cupboard
for my cosy black satin
house-slippers. but
couldn't get my fect into
them. Our pel cat.
“Fluffy" had carried her
kittens (one jet black, the

them, one in each slipper
in the shoe cupboard, for

warmth and safety, and
she, fast asleep alongside.
1 had not the heart to
disturb such a scene of
perfect harmony and
came away content lo
wear an old pair. This was
surely the sweetest of all

Salute to
old ‘dogs’

Dear Maggle,
1 remember vividly the
became aware of my feel [

1 be In the first place The experience
left its mark on me

Moving on a couple of
trampled on broken glass ast
flowing burn, was sure [ would bleed Lo

death, but didn't 1 think grand
parents, whose responsibill were
more saddened than relieved by my
survival

Getting older but no wiser, | was
completaiy shattered when 1 discove

my feet had chenged
adversely and
a size 4 shoe won't go
possess tiny a
Even, 50. over the vears
all T have asked of ther

In happier times they h
the nights aws relgn skies
travelied abroad and

climbed many o il Now on the ¥Tong
side of 70 they stll walk several miles
dafly. bear me along together wit

shopping bags a
exerélses at my w

e me through the
kly Keep Fit class

Mrs Isabel Grant.
90 Middleficld Terrace.
Aberdeen

Lacing boots

Dear Maggie
When | was at school | had to se
wasn't
iioned ones, &ad how
envied her Mine were always a longer
legged version of box=' ones
1 also had instep arch supports and
of course. NO ONE ELSE had to wear
them
However, as an OAP. I never need Lo
visit the chiropodist. have no buni
corns of any other sore paint and I o

my over

2 long life.
Mrs Mary Hogg
Balnagask House.
een

the p my mother
Yock 2l those yéirs'ago,
na Haines,

Mrs
2 Broomiield Crescent
Edinburgh

pop talk /v, srian aitien

AN ABERDEEN promoter has begun a
search to bring the top names in rock to
the city.

But it's not the bands he
for — It's a venue!

Duncan Hendsy, of the Moandance
Agency. is confldént that mos! touring
bands would come to Abe:

But the problem he Ieels ls getting
the right place at the right time — the
weekend

He sald: “The people who own and
control the venues use them st the
weekend for different more middle-of-
the-road entertainment So any
attempts that have been made in the
past to bring the bigger groups to
Aberdeen regularly hﬂ\e been done on
nights during the weel

“If 1 could get huld of a big place.
then bands which are coming through at
a national level would be viable.”

You only need to look at the kind of
groups who travel ta Edinurgh and
Glasgow, week (n. week out, to see the
exciting ‘prospect a_reguar live music
venue would be at the weekend.

But Duncan realises finding a big
enough venue is going to be difficult. so
he is also alming his sights a littie lower

He sald: "There's @ lot of people
wanting t0 go L0 see & band al lhe
weekend but what sort of band I put on
depends on the venue. Obviously the
bigger the venue, the bigger the band

““There's a multitude of good Scottish
bands on the go just now, quite & lot of
good mew young local bands coming
through and there s always a lot of
touring bands as well

“They maybe aren't L big enough to 1l
Fusion, but put them on at the weekend
at the right venue they could go down
pretty well”

is looking

Asia Minors . . . The Boamtosn
Rats return to Britain after two years
sway with a lot to prove

They have been treated like super
stars in Japan. Australis. Asia and the
Middle Eul where they have been

Meeting
place for
the stars

playing for the past few months. but find
their last twe British sinigles have beer
flops

So the Rats start a crucial 2
tour next month will showea
{hele mew aibam ~The released
next week, and their new single “House
on Fire,” which Isn't exactly blazing up
the charts at the moment

Three Seottish dates are included —
at the Glasgow Apollo on April 1B, the
Capital in Aberdeen on Apri 19 and
Edinburgh Playhouse the ing
night. Tickets priced £3 50 and 14 g0 on
sale at the Capitol at the end of the
week

Rats fans who were at the band's
sell-out show at the Capital a couple of
years ago will notice one Line-up change
Ruitarist Gerry Cott. who left last year
will not be replaced and the Rals are i
tour as a five-plece

No Bell . rop rhythm princes. the
Bluebells, have had to pul of
tonight's show at Valhalla Rock Club

The Glasgow band, who put In &
splendid performance in supporting
Haircut 100 at Fusion three weeks ago

d to be coming back to the
city however to support the Beat at
their forthcoming concert.

Top Glasgow band the Recognitions.
who are set to si deal with
@ major record company. have stepped
in at the last minute to top tanight's bill

1S almost certain that the Clash will be playing in Aberdeen next

month. Officials

of the city’s leisure and recreation d

lepartment are 89%

certain that the group will play at the council-owned Beach Ballroom on

Monday, April 26.

Regular
taking place, but II lnd when the show goes ahead it will be the llnl

Music are s

major rocl concert at the Beach for many years.

lash, one-time
ll..iu like ite Man In

pin-up boys, are now world superstars
rsmith Palais,” "

In Hamme: “Tommy

thanks to
Gun,” “London Calling” M “The Maguificent Seven.” I'll keep you
posted.

REVIEWS

Right now, there are great savings to be made on
1 wide range of selected cookers.

FREE CREDIT i:penicuivcstne

Whire for decail and writton quotiion to Marketirg: Department, &

M irine Diive, Edinburgh E

HUEY LEWIS AND
NEWS: “Pleture T

1 ).
tEDE OBVIOUSLY American

All with the style, elegance and economy only
was can offer.

So drop into your lomPSmmsh Gas showmom HAVR
.mdchoosea new gas cooket: i 1 &
Then go and choosewmung €

\'lnnldamvfhdw O

Was

VAXDR“CORVEITE' £218.58' £188:58 530
£299.87

Only Laugh For Fun®
(Line),

THE former Famlly man

u
They're probably con-
thelr,

warbles his way through
eléven mund

ing

L) E"“‘” inimitable

NO Asnving the edicree

on these two or the troop of
minstrels that accompany
them on every instrument
imaginable. But it's still one
of the few albums that had
me with
boredom before the first
number was finished.

“Break!
eury)

Loved thelr Ingl!
W

nndl a lot. Four

CINTIAI- I.lNl.
iog



