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TKE BIRTHDAY PARTY 
Zig Zag Club. London 
STFIP amy IM cteoelt, bgel 
abOc.11 the 'Stones' al Wembilry, 
con1lgn 'Comba1 Aock' kl the 
dun'l)et, IQ(get about roc:tc'n'roll. 
In anon 'rock', ii$ blOeted 
25 year history and f;II thOSe 
whO ,all In her - Is deeiartd """" .,.,ovant. 

Take the Birthday Pa,tv. 
What 8 mess, &UCh 8X085$; 
be!Wf pu1 them down they'll 

~u~~.:!~ay ,,.,,,.com __ _ 
ttacltions: for at their heart is a 
min1maJis1 ctynamie, tamlllar to 
pun< rock when it had «tg• . 
6l'ICI th• scuzziest late Sixtie& 
New vor,c rOCk. Yet fl'\8 Birthday 
Pany don't steal. lhoy $il'l"C)ly 
strMCh and savage reference 
polrts and rom•M~ 
trlOf"ltffl:S. unfit their 'rock' Is 
mutant. until t,htlr appetite is 
dewured. 
• Oliven by mayhem and 
ptU'lliti\lism, Birthday PBrtv 
MU$iC. tak,es. the tistenerdeeper 
and deeper into a wend whece 
lh8 very surface of 'rock' mU$1C 
iJ cut •nd bruised. Guitars 
moan and SCf'M!Ch, vocals 
scr,teti. and catch a pained 
Yen:m. ff tM gulW is the 
tca,pel.. then 1h8 drum i$. some 
kind of 'YleiOuS hammer. 
tnSllbtle, unloving, but •"•'th••· Surrounding ttliS c::ut and futy. 
iS a baS8 th8l tfTobs and 
witl' a vkked sexuality. and a 
Jealher trous&d t>e.ss player who 
bvrnps and gnnds with oomie 
gay.bar overl<III. ~=kB!~~~== :ri~ to 
seaT,s, and ii needS kl be done, 
1he4 the rest.Al is not ftlW8y$ 
very oomtortable. Expect to be, 
cf1subed! 

Fl>!' thlo writor o,-otn ,.....,eiC 
needs a MnM of soul, lght and 
optrnlsm that the Bir1h<Sa)' Party 
are aim~ unable to offer. 
BlrfidaY Party's muti<: is rooted 
in the derl< scabrous undetSkSe 
of u'ben rOCk, ,n ugly neuro1lc 
wolld fOf ,ura - bui one which 
great musiC <:an manage kl 
txp:i,se and uplift. Th• rant and 
',/O<Y or 1"e l!lnhday Patty, 
waliows in this c:ta;r11;ne$$, fails 10 
iluminate, and ultimately 
accaplso.feat, 

lhe 81rthclay Patty tl'IOOk m& 

:=;n!~:::: =.~~n~ 
is &et up fOt the kill. but wl'I# it 
dltt I want a celeit>retlOn not a 
funtrat 

Eitthday Patty? That's an 
ironic name, eh? Ne )'OU 
~inning to understand what I 
mMn? 

Jim Reid 

BAUHAUS 
Lyceum, London 
THOSE WHO decry Bauhaus 
ouSf'1 to ask lhemselves whal 
dr8'11' othetS in drovu to MO 
theill'I at the i..yceum on Sunday. 
Let this be a hint . •• 

Th• set opeoed with 'Bela 
Lup's 0eac1· Whk:h had Pettr 

:U~e~~=s°:!s uff~j,: · 
lntlmldatlngly across the stage, 
his fact sp,ot.fl from below, 
entrety erased of thOM famous, 
gat.1nt features. 

1he aound lived up to t'-
vlsoals, everybody doing their 
tit ·Nitti sensitivity or .,..nom ,s 
teqJlred. But the aoco4ade goes 
to Daniel Astl fOt hi$ btwltehfng 

~~~t:1J'tnQ• 
fetttra whi<:h vinyl hid lrled 10 
put on tt. raging and soaring. 
'Stiamata Martyr' was 

~~!i~as . 
Chri:SI in a mimed CNC:ffixiOn, 
the1 as a radtant red skeleton, 
ending with the agonl&td 
u.tneite bleaalng. 

'TM was SOwrtte's ·~gy and. ironically, reoeiYed 
the mod rapturous reception of 
the tvtnlng, .Ht'Yifl!O as an 
rnti.itlve bond between Badlaus 
eNI their audience, both locked 
in I oommon admiration. 
Geiulne teat to the eye, lump 

Clash in 
a flash 
THE CLASH 
Fair Deal, 8rldon 
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YOV ~he, ff o, hale ii; 
Indifference Just isn't in It. You 
can view Bauhaus M • CUI$$, 
arohalc.-glam spectacle or as 

io bOth oerost 1od 
hammer the senses, some of 
whic:n YoU may no1 evt-n bt 
aware of possessing. 

Jul/eilneRegan 

PHYLLIS HYMAN 
Duke Ellington Sacred 
Music Concert, St 
Paul'• Cathedral 
IT"$ PERHAPS not •••i c.., ~h=ar~~: ~•s 
8'olgor ond 00<,glas F..,,._ 
Jr. M's not every week th81 
Phyllis Hyman comes CYtJer to = ~~~•,;:: t:'1a 
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P~ef. 
Explanatk:>n$? Wtll, I don't 

icnr,w it we'Ye got time. This 
was a concert 01 '"tacrecl" 
IYlt.4ie written: by the laie Jan 
great Duke ElllngtOn, In 
lrlbut. to him as part of the ary 
of l.ondon Faetlval whic:h is 
currently on in 1own. Ellington's 
musical passion came to 
matched, In the 1960e, by hie 
,.r;giou. le,.,,.., which spu-
Plan to write a great 0..1 Of 

Vet'SiOf'I fOUnd ii$ religious niche 
in St Paura. but the tatn.drtir.& 
Ohl:anoOo of 11PJ<lf1$ Off - a 
rOCk venue are, I'd venwr., 
limited. The aooutlk:I? They 
wert like M •. . this .• . las .. . 
lss ... 

ni. cn,w gathered 10 
rernembe, DtA<e was, 10 sa.y tht 
least. motley; thOM ,.,_red 
- I - ~. 
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and appeareincN by WCfl as 
TO(ly Semen. Wayne Sleep, 
Jacques Loussle, eind 
tlPdancer Will Gaines. The 
combination of reverberDOn 
and\itft)o$ftywaaofleo 
oveq>oWering, and the VO".Al 
attempt$ Of black operatic 
McHenry Boatright (thts Is not • 
Joke) were .. • om . .. Ii). 
tic:iclif'JQ, rm afraid. 

An'(Way Phyllfs Hyman, 
llmlted &$ WM her appr&arance, 
did bring some life and cntrm IO 

:St:•!t~111e ~~,,. 
hinting al 8 SIiky CIU&il'le5& 01 
YOl!'al which I hope -•11 ... , 
confirmed In a more r,,gu., 
ttttlng t,elo,e too long. T:iis 
was not lhe i:i,aoe to memion it, 
bul tht tadV't got the MX 'n' 
soul co make it Do I get a 
thunderbol1 from the -.. for -~7 Pau/Sulon 


