July 31, 1982 15

Pic by Adrian Boot

Mark Cooper relaxes

with FUN BOY THREE

ICTOR
LOWNDES
used to run
the English
section of
the Playboy Empire.
Recently he was made
redundant. He doesn’t
seem to be suffering.
Victor retains p i

parts of houseboys, slaves to
ths rich. The daughters of the
house have taken a fancy to
the three and are siding with
the boys against their
parents. Neville succeeds in
winning the house from
Daddy In a crap game.

Cut to Mummy and Daddy
leaving the house, bags
packed, cut to Funboys
enjoying champagne and the

of his favoured toy, a country
mansion that dominates the
countryside near Tring in
Hertfordshire.

‘Stocks’ consists. of
!nnumerable rooms wlth

8.
A sweet little tancy and one

not so far from the trut

The wonderful world of pop

has brought them to the

mansions of the rich and they

are determined to enjoy

room full of spaoe lnvuders,

another with a private bar.

There's a tennis court and a
court, well

stables containing horses for .

fun and a horse or two for the

hunt that Victor loves.

Victor and his wife are kind
hosts, even if they have to be.
In their hour of need they've
taken to hiring out their
house for conferences and
the occasional film.

This goes some way to
explaining the presence of
the three scruffy rogues
currently distributing
themselves in and around
Victor’s jacuzzi. Neville and
Lynval are enjoying the
waters while Terry slumps by
the towels, his face
maintaining its usual glum
clown’s stare.

The Funboy Three are here
to make the video that will
accompany ‘Summertime’ on
its various TV appearances.

The three Funboys piay the

v

The Funboys have got
away with it, an escape that
has nothing to do with talent.
This really amuses Terry Hall.
He’d probably laugh if he
wasn't worrled he'd end up

crylng.
lm;‘l'm a disillusioned young

Y.
| . “ldon't like fun at all,” Terry

explains, “I think it's
disgusting. That's why we
have fun onstage now,

use | hate It so much.
Since The Fun Boy Three
started I've been seen
smiling; | used to be
miserable all the time In the
Specials. I've left ‘doom’
behind for ‘fun,’ they're both
ridiculous. My idea of fun
Isn’t doing music at all, it's
sitting at home in Coventry
with my girifrlend, cat on my
lap, watching somelhlng like
‘Coronation Street.’” My idea
of work Is being in a pop
group — it's a job and a joke;
it'd be funnier still If we

weren’t successful, then we'd
be real prats.”
It Terry enjoys TV, Lynval's

- idea of a good time is making

‘muslic and going out toa club
and Neville's . .. well,
Neville's is women.
The one thing that all three

have definitely decided is not
funwas being in the

Terry’s natural gloom has
been dlmmod to dark g‘y the

- experience: “Some of
doas with wmeh the Specials

began were great ... in
principle. But they were
totally Impractical. How can a
group bring ‘unity In the
vmoIa workid?’ The Specials
went on a political campaign
for two years to no avall. it's
pathetic thinking you can
ehmgo things because you

The Funboy Three are the
mduct of :le sad crash of

‘The Specials dreamt of
bringing unity to the youth
and ended up

themsel :
According to Terry, the world
doesn’t change “Dinosaurs
used to rule the worid and
{nedgehogs didn't get a look
{in. Nothing’s chan We're
three hedqahogs 'hen we
did Ll.mltu:s;f it was hklng

one person.” This is Neville
talking, the man whose
energy used to the

overdue some praise:
“When we left the
ials we had ; all

Specials' live performances.

Don’t you miss performing,
Neville?

“I went onstage with
Ranking Roger to join the
Clash in Birmingham and it
was great . .. | love the Clash
and [ hadn't hoon on a stage
for over a year. We will tour
around Christmas time and
by then we'll have something

to offer visually and
muslcnlly 1 couldn’t go
through all that bullshit with
the skinheads again.

You’'d get about 20 of

them at each Specials
performance, they didn't
come to enjoy it, a lot of them
came to give Lynval and me a
hard time and the others for
having us there.” Neville
shakes his head, as if trying
to elea: a bad memory.

we had was the fact that our
faces were known. | was (he

"make mood music, we lust

play whatever mood we're

Some might call them
moody. The FB3 turned
their moodi and their

only one who could
play an instrument — | had to
tell the others if they were out
of tune or _tell them if
something was no good.
You've got to be extremely
stupid or extremely brave to
leave a group when they've
just got a Number One single,
especially when the majority
of you can't even play!”

“We started with nothing,
we were dead empty. We
can’t go any further back, we
started from the very bottom.
People don't give us credit
for what we've achleved; we
didn’t try to be a disco group
or a reggae group, we just
got on with what we had and
our own style.

If Lynval is proud of what

made all three Funboys
uptight and cynical. The
design of the Funboys may
,not have disposed of the
cynlclsm but it has enabled
the lads to relax: “The
Speclais was a blg group in a
uniform,” explains Lynval,
“There's only three of us. We
don’t wnrllt to be putina

i

t out
of politics, the Specials and
the charts. | haven;t‘;h;"of in
anything except m! , my
I‘aml!v, girlfriend, Rick our
manager, or, and Noville and
Lynval. Nothing could i
separate us. Apart from that,
couldn't give a shit.” =
From the first, the FB3 were
determined that thelr venture
would avoid the pitfalls into
:which the Specials-plunged:
“We learnt that the only way
you can anjoy what you're
is to make sure that
-gverything Is equal and
democratic and that things
aren't being dominated by

; 7 and
have to wear a sult. We wear

what we want now and we‘re
not trying to kill

he F ys have achieved,
Terry remains amused. After
all, it's Terry who's the heart
of the group, It's Terry's flat,
deadpan voice that
dominates the singing and
Terry’s lugubrious face that
dominates the look. Terry is
most amused when .
emphasising the Funboys’
lack of skill and hinting at
thelr lack of talent.

“1 don't know how to play
any instruments,” he says

The Funboy Three appeal to a
lot more people than records
made’ for punks or teds ...”
To further broaden their
appeal, the FB3 have
imported Nicky Holland, once
a Ravishing Beauty, to ndd a
touch of classical class to
their amateur inventiveness.

“Nicky is' classically trained

and it Is her vocal and
orchestral arrangements that
dominate ‘Summertime.’

Lynval meanwhile thinks
the three of them are

Indiff y. “And | don’t

-really want to learn about

things either. | did that at
school and it was awful. All
you need to know about an
instrument Is how to get a
noise from it. That's why we
started with drums. How far
c¢an you go with a drum? All
you can do Is hit it. | played a
bit of plano on the album and
'd never played a piano in my
Iife. Our philosophy is that
whoever feels capable of
doing something should ]ust
go ahead and do It. We just

lack of skill into their central
talent, all with a stubborn,
single-minded self-
satisfaction that verges on
the perverse. Terry goes out
of his way to emphasise his
lack of interest in pop
records. Perversely, it's his
lazy lack of interest and his
refusal to be bullied, to get
back on the scrapheap, that
makes the FB3 and their
percussive ramblings so
successful.

“Personally,” says Terry,
looking as mournful as
possible, “Im sick to death of
music. I'm not saying rock
and roll is dead because it's
not, It just goes on and on.
That's why [ concentrate on
the visuals. To me pop
groups are 99 percent the
visuals and one percent the
music. I've always been more
interested in groups that look
more Interesting than they
sound.”

The Funboy Three are
designed as a parody of a
pop group. While groups like
Bucks Fizz work terribly hard
for their success, practice a
lot and smile all the time,
Terry frowns and is
professionally lazy. He has
had the bare-faced nerve to
ask the public to reward him
for being sullen, for singing
flatly and for banging a
Tumslan drum or two and it's
wol

Terry Hall likes to laugh at
everything. It would be hard
to say whether he finds life
more depressing than funny
or more funny than
depressing.

Only a cynic would have
placed Terry Hall in a group
called The Fun Boy Three.



