WHEN the unrelenting commer-
cial pressure of the music
business finally pushed him over
the edge, Joe Strummer did a run-
ner — literally.

The Clash singer caught the night
train to Paris on the eve of a Bri
tour and went on a bar crawl — before
running a full marathon

His stay in the French capital lasted
about # month While he was losing him-
self in booze. his record company CBS was
trying desperately to find hilm 1o salv
the live dates. which eventually had to
postponed until now

“] wasn't coming to any particular con-
clusions, but | did enj myself Then
Kosmo Vinyl. the band's ‘'minder,’ found
me and took me home.” said Strummer
who played two dales with the band at
Newcastle City Hall this week

“1 had wanted to come back, but the
longer | stayed away. the harder it was lo
come back

"Ifusl did it for the hell of 1t | felt | had
to [ just wanted to do nothing for a while
and see what it was like "

The repetitive cyclé and heavy schedule
of The Clash that eventually Look their
toll “When the band comes off the road
and you are writing songs it means the
hardest job is just starting.” he said

“Then you have to rehearse the songs
snd record them and once they are
released you have to go out and pull atten-
tion to yourself, otherwise you get buried
I had been trapped in that circle for too
long

“Hopefully we will plan our lives to have
a couple of weeks off here and there "

As soon as Strummer returned to the
fold., ace drummer Topper Headon quit
and Terry Chimes, who played on the first,
unforgettable album, was drafled in.

He slotted in well during the band's

recent American and Canadian concerts
and the singer was looking forward o the
British dates. |
Strummer still views the world with sus-
icion, althoug the vitriolie overspill ewi.
nt when The Clash waved the for
anarchy with their first album in

has
slowly dried up as the music has pro-
gressed

Combat Rock — their current album -

was an attempt to compress all the mus:.
cal styles they had been fooling around

with inlo one sound rather n g0 on a
musical tour around the w , he said

The Strummer perceplion, the refusal to
Ietm pull wool over his eyes, is
st |

' "‘l 'un c'oozcr aboutl the way | deal w&b
ife. | am ng to up in a respectable
fashion w?h a NJ of d ’ity." hep:ld -
don't want to pretend I'm a 19 year-old
when I'm not” (he's 2.

“I still think abowut things that upset me
Like w is this country such a racist
place” do we elect rich men's govern-
ments® What do they do to kids between
the ages of six and 16 at school? Who is
really pulling the strings in the worild?
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