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Rat Patrol From Fort Bragg - The Clash in New
Zealand - February 1982

The Punk revolution was already won in New Zealand by the time the
Clash breached our shores in February 1982. The means of production
had been seized. The Auckland, Dunedin, Wellington and Christchurch
music scenes were alive with punk’s fire. The national scene glutted with
venues and fans. Quality independent groups such as Blam Blam Blam,
The Penknife Glides, Danse Macabre, The Instigators, The Newmatics,
The Androidss, and The Screaming Mee Mees had stepped up to touring
the main cities and the provinces. At your local rock dive you could catch
The Prime Movers, The Chills, The Stones, Sneaky Feelings, The Clean,
Mainly Spaniards, Bill Direen, Ballon D’essai, The Gordons, Ritchie
Venus and The Blue Beetles, This Sporting Life, Naked Spots Dance,
Beat Rhythm Fashion, Desperate Measures, Nocturnal Projections, and
The Dabs stepping out at the Reverb Room, Rumba Bar, Gladstone,
Station Hotel, Mainstreet, Bellblock, DB Onerahi, Sweetwaters Festival,
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the Hillcrest, the Captain Cook, the Windsor Castle, and others. Punk the
ideal predominated — the restless intelligence and icon busting zeal -
taking old things, pumping them full of youth and arrogance and energy,
making them smart and street again.

The throbbing live scene was reflected by an unprecedented Kiwi chart
presence. In 1981, 24 singles infused with the energy and ideals of punk made
the New Zealand Top Fifty.

By 1982, New Zealand record 1 IVE
companies were responding quickly. ON STAGE!
The month the Clash arrived Joy
Division, The Fall, Dead Kennedys,
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records released.

Punk was secure by 1982, but the

same couldn’t be said of The Clash’s prime position in it. Opinion on the
group’s worth was deeply divided following the release of the reggae, dub
and black dance inspired Sandinista, their sprawling triple album released in
April 1981. Now considered a major work, Sandinista was largely dismissed
on release as self indulgent and excessive, and was soon languishing in the
cheapie bins. The Call Up, the album’s masterful single, spent a scant week
at number 42 in the New Zealand charts as far back as mid-December 1980,
and despite being voted top group, and second best album for London
Calling, in the 1980 Rip It Up readers poll, the Clash failed to make the 1981
poll at all.

But those doubts and arguments were quickly pushed aside when the tour
was announced. We’re talking first icons of punk here. The Clash shows with
their oldies embedded sets would please punk purist and freethinker alike.

History would show the Clash had got the timing just right. Punk had
fractured in New Zealand. The Clash’s delight in musical adventure and
dance had already been taken on board by Kiwi groups. The politics of the
Clash’s words had echoed in New Zealand streets during the 1981 Springbok
tour, and in 1982, the grey Kiwi air was still riven with frustration and left
wing ideals chafing under an autocratic government whose reign it seemed
would never end.

Out of punk’s expectant gaze, the Clash was a deeply divided group. Its
legendary punk gang empathy shattered by drugs, ego, record company
friction and the burden of carrying punk’s weighty banner.

Combat Rock, their fifth album, due to be finished by December 1981, was
stalled, gummed up by the tension between Joe Strummer and Mick Jones.
They had seventeen tracks recorded, but the Grimmer Twins were still holed
up in separate studios recording new backing tracks. Strummer frustrated the
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