The CLASH Rat Patrol ‘82 JAPAN Tour

Paradox is the energy of my life!

text®@by Yuji Konno

"Tattooing two teardrops hides one real
teardrop -this was what a man, who was
sentenced to death for murdering his wife,
had said on TV and | think it describes well
about what I've been trying to tell you here.
There is a chance | will make a song titled
"Two Tattooed Tears'.” Joe Strummer then
sap his dark Irish coffee down to his throat,

GUEST LIST

Day after day, | have been following him
around to cover every move from hotel to
back stage, and it was Joe Strummer who
approached me to suggest we meet that
evening at a bar in the hotel.

His voice was rough after a concert but with
that strained voice, he casually asked me to
meet him later at the bar. However, when |
saw him at the bar that night, he was too
drunk to carry any meaningful conversation.
Anticipating a day off the next day, Sunday,
he must had been celebrating two success-
ful stages of the day. | had to give up the
interview.

The next day, a sunny Sunday afternoon, Joe
went to Harajuku to see "Takenckozoku [a
group of youngsters who gathered around
Takeshita Street]" and again, suggested that
we meet at 19:30, that evening, at the bar in
the hotel.

After what happened the night before, | had
tried not to expect too much. Yet, | had to go
to the designated place because | had a
couple of questions that | wanted to ask
him. | had decided to give it another try.
When | arrived at the bar, | saw Paul
Simonon and Pearl Harbour sitting side by
side and quietly enjoying their beer. As |
started to enjoy the conversation with
others, Joe walked in with a fashionable
girlfriend and a bodyguard. | was deter-
mined not to repeat the mistakes of the last
night, | quickly grabbed the seat right next
to him and started the interview.

| felt it mappropriate to start a heavy
discussion by telling him what kind of
impressions | had about Joe Strummer by
watching him close for a few day or to bring
out the subject of an impressive scene in the
movie "ﬁude Boy" Instead, as a warm up
interview, | started to ask him about the new
album. As soon as he heard the words,"the
new album”, Joe looked uncomfortable and
said "how about a glass of beer before we go
any further". As a matter of fact, after
visiting Harajuku, he had gone to Ginza to
eat Tenpura and consumed a certain amo-
unt of alcohol before arriving here. He
looked relaxed and real himself not a
performer anymore. My instinct told me this
might be the opportunity | was waiting for.



The day belore thal day. in the back stage, |
had caugnt Mick Jornes to ask about an
pulling of the sengs compiled in this new
album, and now, il was the chance 1o throw
some gueshions at Joe about the songs that
were particularly of my interast, The line up
of the guests ta the new album is Paul
sthrader, Allen Ginsberg, Futura 2000, Ellen
Foley, Jae Ely, Tymon Dog and ete,

"Paul Schrewder hadn't actually participated.
You must be famibiar with our manager,
Cosmo. When he's drunk, he always does
the miming of DeMire in Taxi Driver’. Sa we
let hire do just that at the recording. We had
laken the line right out of Schreider's play
that we decided to include his name on the
credit but we haven'l properly asked him far
the permission to use. We wan'l be surp-
rised if he sues us.

Allen Ginsberg, once showed up ta aur back
stage and al the encore, invited himself up
to the stage and did a performance and that
was when we first met, For this recording,
he came to the studio everyday and he
always ;:len-:‘.hed his fist. He was trying to
hold himself from speaking. We had him da
a poetry reading for a seng.  *

Futurs 2000 is an artist who paints wilh
sprays and he had jusl opened an exhibition
at Italy. We've asked him to do the sa
called."Graffiti Rap Song™. This 15 something
we have once done in Londan but re-recor-
ded with slower tempe in New York. | think
this is going be in the 12 inch versian.

And Ellen Foley. and this was a English Folk
Singer who collaborated in “Sandinista’,
Tymon Dogg. And one more, Joe Ely. We
sang a song written in Spanish in the arder,
Aboul my Spanish? | learned it in bed ™

The newe album which teok about 3 manth
for recording in New York was 99% complete
before coming te lapan. The utle s “Ral
Palrol" which s taken from an old American
TV series and 1t 15 saig thal they plan to
include the 12 inch rap version. Praducer
was lhemselves, and for the enginear,
instead of Bill Price, who was working for
Elton Jahn with Chris Thomas, they had
chesen his assistant, Jerry Green and Joe
Blaney -as they had done 50 in the past, they
have been calling this Japan taur "the Rat
Patrol Tour" and performed "Should | Stay
Or Should | Go® sang by Mick and "Know
Yoeur Rights" by Joe and so farth,

BACKSTAGE

The Clash's image of sharply defiant Punk
boys still lives on stage but the moment they
gl eut of the spet lights, their impressicns
change. They change tle. or better said,
return to tguiet young men with attitude.
The backyard scene of the stage jusl before
the cpeming is ke this -al the corner of the
ream, Paul and Pearl chats silently, having
their back to the center,

On the cther side, Mick, with his charming
big eyes and big mouth, smiling and going in
and cut of the room, restlessly.

Topper, with s girlfriend, s a cheerful
person, as you see him an the stage, wear-
ing jagqing wear, dances 1o the music from
the radio cassette player he had brought in.
Topper's favorite tape 15 "Do It Yourself” by
lan Dury and Macaroni Western's themea
songs by Enmio Maorricone, He s a big fan of
HBruce Lee and he tells peaple "Dan't fallow

me, follow Bruce Lees!”



Then this troubtemaker, doe. He is extre-
mety moody, There is no doubt that he was
exhausted by miding for & days with very
bithhe sleep before his arrivat in Japan,
Mevertheless, he works hard, and drinks
hard, tag.

Foltowing Faul and Topper who had came in
beforehand with their girtfriends, Mick and
Jae with their manager and publicist,
Cosrmo Yinyt arrived in Yapan the day befors
the opening of the tour. The day they had
arrived, Jos went cut to disces and did not
return wobd the next mormng. § am sure they
were suffering from jettag and day and night
were reversed.

¥ had my first appointmant to meet them at
1500 on Wednesday at the lobby of a hatel, |
had to wait for a while before a2 message
came ta tell me that they had just weke up
and now going inta the shower,

Though, | had a bit of wait, | was tucky to
aecompany him for his tate Fenpra lunch.
Onby a giant hodyguard, Jerry, came along
so that | had an opportune time to explain
gur purppse of this report. They originatly
accepted this interview because they
thought 1t was only for 30 mines. There-
fore, ¥ felt very fortunate to have this
unexpected tunch,

When he reatized that our project was not
oty the 30 minutes interview, but ta cover
Vo cotor pages, Joe agreed that we need
tons of pictures and kindly atlowed us to
take as many pictures as we hike but not
when he is crying,

¥ heard from athers that two days earlier, on
his way to Osaka, he was given a gift by a fan
and he got 20 emational and cried.

it was reported although that hé patronized

artental eating in Londen and Mew Mork,
Jaoe was hesitant Lo try row shrimps. In this
aspect, unbike Talking Heads, The Clash,
whe are the real dapanese food fabs, he is
an ardinary English person, who is not very
patient about food,

FThey had wsually taken Chinese Caterings at
the backstage because they are mostly
vaegetarian. Though, doe eats fish, Paul went
out to Korean barbeque with their friends,
Chika and Toshi from The Plastics. Mick iz 3
W% vegetarian. He wil not touch a plate it
it contains even a small amount of crabs
and shrimps.

They all drink heavily, mainly vodka and
cegnac. ¥ was impressed by their drinking
habit of mineral water. For some reason
they preferred the domestic minerat water
battles. They abways kepl plenty of supply In
the iceboy.

Hangover may not be the ondy reaschn bt
when he does not feet well, Joe hides
hirmself i anather roam, At the end of this
towr, he had probtem with his throat that he
frequently used an whater. Oxygen tank was
atso readily available for Joe, atl the time,

ON STAGE

The most interesting point of the whols
Japan Tour was that ewvery stage was
different.

They attered the programs szo aften
especially for the encores that there were
fans who had chance to hear "Armagideon
Teme" but not “Tormy Gun" oF the fans wheo
listensad the cpposite. Fans who wera
fortunate enowugh Lo hear both or those who

missed both,



¥ had to miss the first stage at Tokyoll /240
but later, ¥ heard that there was a very
wnusual happening that Joe became il and
puked at the backstags,

They went to the sight seeing in Kyalo on
24th after the night performance at Osaka
and ¥ suppase that previous night seemed o
have energized the group that the stage on
the Z7th, the band gave the energetic fines
parformance.

(Hf the stage, the members wore blue or
blzck trendy zoot fashon but on stage
[Cosmo was maore vivid than the band,
wearing Pink zaot!l, as many peaple know,
they return to the teather pants and
cameuflage punk boy style, The members
appeared an stage with ear piercing sound
of siren -it was a dramatic reaction of the
crush scenpe with flashing lights and black
stage. But for some reason, this part was
not repeated after the st night and changed
to Toppers' faverite, Macaroni western filim's
tharme music,

Yoe sang "Loadon Catting”, "One More
Time", "Safe Evropean Home" and gave the
micfophone to Pawl to sing "Guns Of
Brivtan". Then, Mr Michet Geoffrey Jones
and tntroduced in full name, Mick sang
"Frain tn Vain",

"IWhite Man} in Hammersmith Palais”, "The
Magnificent Seven" heats up the audience
even more and just ke Pau, Topper sang a
solo, "lvan Meets G.0.Joe and then "Shoutd |
Stay Or Shoutd | Ga™ by Mick and "Know Your
Rights® by foe followed,

The program for this Wednesday was,
"Career Opportunitizs”", "The Leader",
"Sunco Partner”, "Clash City Rockers",
“Somebody Got Murdered”, "tanie Jonesg”

and "Koka Hola". and until Joe shouts
“watashi ha seiyou no buta da { am an
Eurcpean pigh!” and clashes speakers by the
Quitar, then leaves the stage, for abawt an
howr -for the encore, "This b= Radio Clash"”,
"Brand Mew Cadillac”, "Stay Free®, "Charlie
Don't Surf”, "Complete Control”, "London's
Burning" and "Bankrobber” weare parformed
far 3 sessions.

Especially the zong "Chartie Bon't Surf”
which ventitate the image of Coppola's
"“Spocalypse  Mow", the slides which
lustrates the meanings of the fyrics stoed
out but the most impressive part of thewr
stage is created by this roughly strong
mstrument technigues.

¥The armptifier was probably turned all the
way up which added energy and enthustasm
which #5 the necessary ingredients of punk
rock. Furthermere, § was wmpressed by their
superb technigques and wvariety of mwsc,
Except for the stages at Dsaka and the one
on the 2%th in Takyo, | had seen all of their
stages, including the performance they did
far the shooting at NHK, and | think, among
them, The €4ash was at s best and
performed the hest at the might stage, on
the 3L -incleding "Arrnagidecn Time™,
"Tammy Gun® and "White Riot®, plus 10
songs amly for the encore, plaving 30 in
total. They were all moved by the response
of the auwdience that loe became wery
emotional and left the stage screaming,
"You are the great audiencet”.

OFF STAGE

When Joe starts singing, his pale face turns
red and the veins an his fore head stand owt.



He spits while shouting and singing. Once,
an American critic described his style on
stage a criminal pleading for innocence at
the court,

One day, | had noticed that Joe rafety says
“Thank you!" after finishing the song. This is
nat normal in the typical show business
wortd of receiving applauses, returning
courtesy. Knowing The €lash's stage is not
concluded by giving and recewing, it mayhe
natural 1o think that thelr performance is
buitt by the collaboration of both the players
and the audience that people on stage does
not need to deliberately say "thank you™,
Mevertheless, Joe's gratitude was expressed
in a different way at each show -hy giving
seemingly excessive care for the children
who come close to the band (The Clash caly
them, "kids").

Giving autographs, shaking hands, pesing
for pictures, presents and conversation. |
was surprised to see how elaborately they
waork on thase. They sometimes invited the
kids who came into the backstage into their
room ar gave a ride to the girls who were
waiting outside while the band was at the
lunch break, to the hall, They even had put
the fans that followed the band from Osaka
and Magoya and happened ta run intoe them
at Harajuku, on the guest list,

lgnaring unwelcoming face of the manager,
they woutd give the autographs to every fan
at the hotet lobby and when they notice that
there are people waiting for them outside
the bar. they gave the gesture to those fans
to came . This exhaustive service for the
fan was not the image § had of The Clash
before actualty meeting the band,
apmetimes, their aHitude towards kids,

right have been considered troublesame to
the media, including myself, but The Clash
kept their policy throwghout the tour,

| have once heard of 3 story about Mick,
during their US tour, he had met their
fanattc fan from London in San Francisco.
The fan told him that he had moved to the
US and was about to join the US Marines for
the salary of $500-. Mick told this to Cosme
and they hired the boy for $500- as a roadie.
The Clash before Marines, Rock and Rall
than a war -thiz seems typical episode of
The €lash. The Clash is one of the rare
artists whose lifestyte and their songs have
so much ¥ common. They are seen as the
mast pobitical Rock and Rolt band but this
ward, "pobitical" has such a weight because
of their, especially doe's, attitude.

Joe's this reat name is John Graham Mellor]
father was a diptamat and his brother was a
mernber of the Mationat Front, the radical
activisis, and | guess they all descended
from the same family. His brother has
commitled a suicide and Jog, living the each
moment so enthusiastically, somehow
reminds  me  of the seli-tarmenting
youngster, Then Joe taughs at me and says.
“¥m 29, ckay? And so many songs are
cofing out of me or waiting for me to be
writtan, § think Bab Dylan at 1953, had the
same feeting, Self-torture is like showing off
their youth. Tao fast to live, too young to die.
This doesn't make any sense. Look at my
friend, Sid Vicious. 'Die before you get obd’ is
ateenagers' nonsanse! am not one of them
and | have myself under controb. i's so
obwious after you turn 25, don't you think?™
seme people do not want to categorize

politic and music into the same box,



As B matter of fact, at the tast scene of the
movie "Ruode Boy", a boy who was working
for the porno shep is hired for The Clash's
readie and says the same thing to doe,

Joe, who was leoking at the prano, sdently
tistening ta the boy smiles and instead of
replying, starts to play the piano and sings -
come on, baby. Let the good times roll.

"This is what | wanted o tell him fuck off!"
Yo, again, srnited and placed hiz middle
finger under my nose.

"Rude Bay" by Jack Hazan was completed in
the Mov, V778 but loe have not ceen the
complete edition.

The it includes the documentations of the
evant that Payl and Topper shol the parrots
from the roof of their fnends” house in Apr,
1274, and had to appear in the court 7 tirmes,
and had acted inthe concert of Rock Against
Racism as a curtain raiser for Torm Robinson
Band and Paw frankly says,.

"We were not told what the purpose of that
movie was bt the camera shot us and we
were only grven $100- and that's all. Mo idea
wheo haz planned that movie, This time,
wia've asked Don Lettz to shoal real mavie
and we did.”

CHECK QUT

"I have ane thing | want to tell you and | wand
your to pramise Lo prnd it | have recewed
10 of letters from kids and some
cemplained that the entrance fee is high.
However, we had to bring tremendous
amounts of eguipment with wus. We've
traveted 10,000 miles. We could not et you
ftizten to the poor sound. Some people say
that they cannot belisve The Clash being

with Lo, But Ude was the only promoter
who was witling to work te atlow us to be on
stage. Amyways, 1t yvou want to see the
paradise through The Clash or me, you have
to find it yourself. And if you don’t agree,
please don't hesstate to say bye bye to The
Clash, That's your choice. Some people ask
why we work with established enterprises,
such as CBS and others, but | have to tel
that there are twnes when you have to be
tied to the society, even if st's dirty. Paradox
s the energy of my life! Teenagers tends to
cag the world as & fairy tale of good and evil,
They don't know there is grey, not enty biack
and white. Many people catled me a fool in
the tetters, but § didn't cry over that. | want
ta telt the fans. who claym that my deeds
don't much oy words, ook at yourself in the
mirrer. We could only be n Tokyo and Osaka,
but next bme, we'll be o your town,
Hiroshima, Magasakl. V was broke one time,
tao, but 4t hd pot stop me. § hich hiked to
see whal | wanted to sea”

This was the message from Joe Strummer
to the fans in Japan.

V¥ asked him if he ever thinks that fans might
be seeking for a martyr and Joe answered
with sad expression.

"o b5 8 good example but ke did not fast
even for hatf a year and ) den't even see his

T-shirts anymore. Botlocks!"
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