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How did the U.S.tour go?

JOE:It was alright,doesnt seem to have &
had any effect.In records,they've hated

everything we've done up to now,so maybe
they tould sell a few copies of the new

one.l dont know,I couldnt give a toss.

PAUL:Yeah,good tour.We enjoy playing any
place,wether its Scarborough,or anywhere
else...

MICK:We did pretty good.Massive place,
much massiver than we could imagine,much
bigger.Most of us think that the end of
our world is the end of the street.Its
true.Massiver world,even if they all hate
us through the wholle of the land,which I
dont belive they do really.America—
massive place.Dying for the sort of music
we play,dying for it,going beserk,rignht,
its only because they so rarely see it.
Alright,they get Blondie every week,and
they get the Police and all the rest of
that stink,but regardless of that,right,
when they get us over,they get an event,
they get somethiing which is out of the
norm.Know what I mean,the normal being
really dullsville man,dullsville ameri-
cana.

Did you sell a few more records?

P:Yeah,another 3 LPs and one single.

M:Yeah,we s0ld out,definately,what a drag
I tell you something,wwe s0ld more recor-
ds this time than the last time,but Idont.
think thats important.It'd be a drag tho'
if we couldnt fuckin manage to keep our-
selves up with the rest of the rubbish.
And in fact,we're probably one of the
last hopes youve got,really.But Im tellin
the truth,I might as well say it.Thewhole
music business is geared towards themoney
Now we've tried specifically over these
christmas dates not to do that,except
tomorrow,where its £5 but its. for a good
cause,other kids starving.And with the
record weve also tried to do it,right.So
we're not jjist concerned with selling
more records,but I think we should,we
deserve to sell more records than those
fuckin cunts who just take you for a ride
You get two records,and even if you dont
like the lot of it,I reckon our 20 great
est hits including Armagideon Time match
up to Lena Martells and Perry Comos 20
greatest hits,and thats what we're after,
and thats why we brought it out at Xmas,
even though it didnt go in at no. Iand

if we're selling more records,well-fuck
ing great,theyre getting a better record
than they would get.
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fl Are_you satisfied with 'London Calling'?
J:Yeah,I like it better than anything else
we've done.

P:Yeah,definately,you know,theres plenty

there for a small price.We tried to get
ffthe cost of living ep.down really cheap,
fright,and we got it a little bit cheaper,
not much,but we had so much bother with
| CBS ,because we didn't have a proper manager
. then and we had ‘to do everything ourselves
3 A iand we couldnt concentrate on the music or

& whatever.
\ ! How long did the album take to make?
Fio), ‘\\~
.!ﬁ Y go to Finland?

M:Around a month,minus trips to Finland.
M:Er,because we aint been there before.

*
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I heard that on the last lp.it took
avs just to get the drum sound,so how
aId vou Eet thS one done so guick?
P:Well last time we did'nt have much of
lan idea of how to get a good drum sound
lso we certainly learnt after spending 3
bloody days on it which is a real bore.
g And when we did this album,it didnt take
as long,because we knew more about it,so

it probably toak Io days,or 2 or I or
whatever,cant remember.

So do vou think you have done this one
relativel Tckly? g

P:Yeah,yeah I think we did,we had all the
songs ready,it was just a matter of get-
ting it down.We just worked hard,fuckin
bashed it out.

Is there any way you can sum the lp. up?
P:Yeah,its fuckin great.
(Micky Gallagher & Topper walk in)

M:Micky Gallagher,who was once in the
Animals,but he dont want to talk about it
but he was,right and thats fuckin too
much for me.Hes a real pal.

Do you want to say anything?
TOPPER:Merry Christmas,Happy New Year.,

M:04i,Topper— Micky Gallagher,youve got
them,answer the questions of the bloke
here,intelligently and scientifically.My
grandmother will be watching out for it.
Hurry up,youll never make NME like this.

T:Hello gran.
M:Hello gran to everybody.

Are you lot happy with'London Calling'?
—————————————————————————————————————————

MICKY.G:Goes on a bit,a lot of songs.

M:What dc you mean goes on a bit,Wooah!
what a fuckin' turncoat,Anthony Blunt.

MG:Theyre definately trying to say someth
ing.

CHORUS : JINGLE BELLS®,JINGLE BELLS,
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‘Did you think it was better tonight?

M:Altogether it was nothing to moan about
really.

You played a bit better tonight.

M:0f course,we'll be better tomorrow night
as well.

How much control do you have with CBS now?

| M:Theres getting more all the time.Nowadays
at great personal expense to ourselves I
might add,regardless of that,we have more
Since we've had this bloke(Kosmo)we'vehad
even more of a foot in the door,the foot
gets bigger,the aize of the boot is large
these days in the door of CBS records,but
theyre not our only concern,theyre just
like a small piece of piss on the map,as
far as we're concerned.

Do they know that?
————————————

M:Yeah,they do,thats why they never sent us
nothing for xmas.Il really missed the white
grand piano which you gave to David Essex
oh @y god.One year they gave us a xmas
present,it was building bricks,they havnt
given us anything since.But what do you ex
pect from a company whose xmas card shows
the managing director standing with his
dogs.What do they think of this group,
obviously they think that their artistes
are dogs.We are not one of those dogs.
And,er were alright,we're still there and
Im drinking brandy,and its xmas and why
fuckin shouldnt I.Thats Micks xmas

message.

Do you think that your music is mdvins
FONCY -romyWne Nestway soundey

P:Teah,its diverted,its the MI.sound
innit.Weve just got a bit cleverer with
the sound.I think we're pretty much the
same,its just that we can play a bit bet
ter now,we're not a typical punk group,
we just dont like being just classed into
one type of music.

Have your values/ ideals changed?

P:WE're just a bit cleverer now,a bit
wiser. :

JiNo,not really,but we've had to compro-
mise, just like all idealists have to comp
romise.®¥ou win battles,you lose battles
to win more.Like when they brought out
‘Remote Control,we were pissed off,we just
said,well we've lost a battle,but maybe
We'll win the war,

Do you think youve acheived anything sin-

ce you starte
P:Yeah,loads of debts.



Do you object to being bootlegged?
M:No,not at all.Im very <een on my own
records,but I cant seem to manage to
play them all the time.I wasn't so into
it last night as I was tonight,as you
can tell by the other 5Soc quids worth
of damage I did to my guitar,tonight.
It was nothing,I just had to show them
1 meant business.

Did you enjo#y tonight then?

Did T enjoy it,Im too effete to enjoy
things!

J:I dont mind being bootlegged.No,I like
it.But I think its a game,like stealing
firom woolworths,but if we see them we
always have the casette.lLike,in America
theyre really hot on bootlegging.lt turns
into a mammoth game to spot them.

Who was'Stay Free'written about?

M:Er,specifically a geezer called Croc
ker.

Robin Crocker?

M:Yeah,he was. in the south london press
for running a protection racket,serious
ly.Rohin Crocker,also known as Robin
Banks ,my god,what a confession,but he
was the ringleader,he was the one who
did it all.A necrophiliac if ever I

met one.No,no I dont mean that,what I
really meant was...
KOSMO:Nymphomaniac,Kleptomaniac.

M:Thats the one,a kleptomaniac if I ever
mey one.

Do vyou think that reggae is influencing
jour music more NOW ©

J:Yeah,more and more.I tell you some-

thing,all the white youths in america,
they love it.They grab you on the sho-
ulders and go'Aaww,play some more regg
ae man,we just love it).

There was a lot of BM complaining about

it toniﬁht.

J.I know,they hate it,but bollocks to them
It should'nt really change your opinions
of other people.There we are playing a
reggae song,and theres some cunt down
the front,pulling my leg,going Nnmoo!

What can you say when youre asked a dumb
question like'Are you a political band'?

P:Fuck Off! I dunno,what were dealing
with is personal politics.

M:No,its none of their business is it.Ive
got nothing against anybpdy,but I think
nazi ard right wing people are really
silly,and dont know what they're doing,and
often spoil things for everybody else.If
only every day could be like xmas day.
Peace and goodwill to all men,thats thats
what I mean,and thats the heaviest politics
you can ever follow.

The hippy revival is back!

Its back,the nobel peace prize for Robin
Cambodia.Im a beatnik,its true,l am,honest

M:I personally asked Gary Numan,who must
be quite a simple chap really,to explain
what the fuck hes on about.Because we can
stick two roadies in fuckin silly pyramids
and make them dance round the stage,and we
can get a load of fuckin big lights at the
back to make us look better.But to be qui
te frank,we could not possibly be better
than David Bowie,and he will never be.
Explain what youre on about,my man.Its
your time to do it.I mean it right,and not
only him,explain,be plain,the kids cant
understand you.,They only buy your records
because our ones aint out,but when ours
are out,you can go to fuckin hell,and we

. v . may well see you there.Thats my message,

F i : . 4 i ; F S and I mean it. 3




