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The Clash are making

musical sound waves

Alot °

By CLINT ROSWELL

HE CLASH ARE CALLING out the
music world. They are four musi-
cians from London who have play-

ed a rebel handmt.hegameofpopnmst
They have almost vngorously

success, even now, with th

acclaimed “London Callmg‘ ellmbmg the
charts, b they still ider them-
selves outlaws in the corporate world of
rock music. An early song in their career
has characterized their social status. It's
called “I Fought The Law and The Law
Won.”

But there is a substance to their music
that goes beyond the mouthing of
juvenile anthems. They are punk without
pretension. There is energy without hype.
They are direct without being simple. The
Clash are trying to get a across,

here festival i
more bands today are playing at dance
halls where everyone can participate. I
think it’s a lot healthier because it's a
more real environment. We always want
to play in that type of situation.”

The show at the Palladium didn’t show
any adverse effects of formal seating.
Most everyone in the orchestra got up
and d d as the evening progr d
Baut it did point to a problem that success
poses for the Clash. They have become
too big to play in small clubs anymore.
They attract too much attention. They are
the recognized leaders of punk music
today, playing a tough brand of chordal-
based rock that plunges forward with

striking rhythm forays.

'We call it punk because that’s what
we consider ourselves,” says Jones. “I
douh if any of us think of ourselves as

even if sounds sometimes as bracing as a
slap in the face. They want to wake us up
to the rhythms of the age.

“A lot of people think we’re either too
aggressive or too despairing, but we're
saying there's really not too much we can
do about the world so we try to inject a
punchy feeling to our music,” says Mick
Jones, the lead guitarist and founder of
the Clash. “The aim of our music is to
make people feel good and then make
them think ™
Urge fto dance

Most people want to dance when they
hear a Clash tune such as “London
Calling™. Yet its tone is hostile, its lyrics
contain phrases that speak of nuclear
errors and coming ice age. “It's angry,
sure, but we're singing about the reac-
tionaries,” says Jones, whose slicked-back
black hair reveals a hardened baby-face.
“We'd like our fans to get involved, to
participate in the music because then we
all get a sense of shared feelings. We're
not to keen on coming in and playing to
an audiencethat wants to be entertained
in their seats from afar. We don't want to
be enjoyed from a distance.”

The Clash are anything but a group of
cheerleaders on stage. 'l'hey are over-

helming in t.helr i ex-
hibi ity as perfor-
menathstweek’sconceﬁatthel’al
ladium. They had wanted to play in a
dance-hall or “festival
arrangement to allow their fans the free-
dom of dancing and mingli The Gar-
den’s Felt Forum turned down the Clash’s
request for a  “festival-seating”

arrangement.

“The tragedy in Cincinnati with the
Who was the factor why they ruled
against it,” said Jones. “We like the

ders of a nt or being i
in new-wave. New wave sounds like a
hair-do. Punk has gone through a quite a
bit of sorting-out. The initial flash of

energy hit me around 1976. I guess I was ~

fed up like everyone else with the mind-
lessness of disco although I did like some
of its performers. But punk is not new, it
has just come of age.”

- The Clash is unique because it can

“ mesh different rhythms and different

styluwhnlesuubemgtruetnnsmusxcﬂ
direction. It is a derivative band which
has synthesized past musical formats into

ing quality. The Clash like hard rock but
veer away from soaring solos. It's the
discipline in their music that makes it

powerful. .

“I would like to do more reggae,” says
Jones. “It has a certain strength to it that
makes it attractive and it is flexible. I'd
like to see more of it around.”

The Clash performed several reggae-
like numbers at the Palladium and-
finished the second encore with Billy
Williams. Their third LP, “London Cal-
ling”, was the source of most of their
concert and provided the most recogniz
able songs to the audience. The Clash did,
however, play a repertoire of songs from
their three-year career.

“I think we were all a little surprised
how well-received ‘London Calling” was
because although we thought it was a
mllygoodde.wethmlghtourﬁm
would react the other way,” says Jones.
“We were very plmsedwnhtheructio
‘we have ghout our
Eastcomtonr.wtlthinknt'snfeww
we're still far from being complacent.

The Clash: mmummammmmmm- :
biack hat, drummer Topper Headon in the white jacket, and singer Joe Strummer
mﬁammnmmamw

WE SINCERELY WANT
TO SATISFY YOU
SEEDMAN, Chairman
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New for Spring!

GIRL’S TERRY
OR KNIT TOPS
& COTTON JEANS

Choice

TSS SALE PRICE

THE TOPS

Terrific terry or knit tops, here
in a variety of styles. All in the
latest fashion looks and
shades. € and cotton.
In sizes 7 to 14.

THE JEANS
Heavyweight cotton denim in
up-to-the minute styles. Zip
front, 5 pockets, contrast
stitch. Blue. Sizes 7 to 14.

‘TSS MAJOR DEPT. mommmuur.muuromhu_
’ OPEN SUNDAY 11 A.M. TO 5 P.M...FREE PARKING

*ELMONTeHEMPSTEADSLEVITTOWN
*TSS MALL/MELVILLEsLAWRENCE*OCEANSIDE
*BABYLONeSAYVILLE*MIDDLE iSLAND
*MIDDLE VILLAGE, QUEENS®LINDEN BLVD., B'KLYN.

CHARGE IM
+TSS CHARGE PLAN
*MASTER CHARGE




