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London Calling at 40: How The Clash
shattered punk orthodoxy and created
a masterpiece

As The Clash’s seminal third album is celebrated in a new exhibition, Chris Harvey reflects on its anger,
humour and swaggering grandeur
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Martin Scorsese once described “Janie Jones” by The Clash as the greatest to in-depth

British rock’n’roll song. One of the many wonderful things about that
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statement, not lost on Clash fans, is that however charged-up-and-ready-

to-blow the opening track of the band’s eponymous 1977 debut album is,
it’s not even the greatest Clash song; hell, it’s not even the greatest '
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