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London bawling: The Clash
say hello to the USA.

The Clash’s First pu.
American Tour ===

Bored with the USA? Not The Clash, who were holed up in Dolly Parton’s old tourbus,
flat broke and frightened of their own support act, Bo Diddley.
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Lost in the suhgm.

o, consider their ppfchases.

Joe Strummer:



Joe Strummer: We started the she
I'm So Bored With The USA becaus
wanted to find out if they had a .
humour in America. And the answer was
that they were double into that number

They loved it, because we we
we were sick of ¢
all the sub-standard ¢ .
tame out of America. The kids were as
bored as with all that rubbish

we were

L

Caroline Coon: All the top r

tompany peo

very people I

from to make the tour possible, and |
really wanted the band ta meet with them

and sa\,r hawk vﬁu but The C

money

us play. IHr'»'
have their photo t
lrade papers. These 3PS wWere -I lined
up and we lined up in front of them
smiling, like the good little boys they
wanted us to be. And, just as they're
about to take the photo, we walked
all four of us. And they're all looking at u
with their mouths open

Straight after the show, we had to
head off for the next gig, which was in
Cleveland. Bo sat up front in the bus
slugging Rock 'n’ k nd pouring out
anecdotes from his 23 years on the road.
Topper sat with his feet up showing off
his new spurs, watching the videos or
playing tricks on Bo.

Topper Headon: | got on really well with
Bo. He used to tuck up his guitar, Lucille,
in his bunk on the bus at t. and he
would sleep in his seat

Caroline Coon: Not [ong before we used
it, the bus had been on a Dolly Parton
tour. So one night, about 3am with the
band asleep in the back, | was sitting up
the front with the drivers. At that time,
the way The Clash were dressing,
in all their militaristic gear, would
be anathema to any redneck cop
And we got pulled up for

Park 'n’ ride:
Clash discuss life on
the road with the

Five thumbs fresh: the band (From left: Mick Jones,

joe Strummer, Paul Simonon, Topper Headon) thumb
a lift with Bo Diddley.

“He was more awe-inspiring than
we could possibly imagine. He
dressed like he was ready to fight.”

Joe Strummer on Bo Diddley

speeding. The wanted everybody

king very quickly,
"\-"v'r_- |, OK, but it's Dolly Partor
Immediately the police backed off
irive on. Respect

1in the

Joe Strummer: This guy, Larry Mcintyre,
lost both his legs in Vietnam and when he
ay in the pool near
her residents banned him
n the grounds that it was
o we agreed to play a

egal

it for a
his Flat all t
from the poc
too disgusting
show f

mon

Caroline Coon: The whole
in the grip of icy bli
the whaole bit.

rards,

or him, helping his

,
It was like the Arctic. .
Caroline Coon: That was a particularly

intense show. There were kids fainting in
the crush at the front. Most bands didn't
provoke that kind of intense response
from the crowd so ecurity guys
had never seen this kind of behaviour
and their instinctive reaction was jus
get them off the stage t
quickest way pt - by
hitting th d seen these
goons just punching them
back into the audience. The
Clash instructed me that this
absolutely must not happen,
and it was quite a struggle.
We had to keep watch
constantly for anybody who
was in danger. If the band
saw f'JIf_‘l securt Y fJ‘ELLII":\'J
brmal they would just stop
playing and tell the bouncers
to cool it. We would
bring the kids from
the pit carefully up
onto the stage and off
through the wings.

Joe Strummer: The
gig turned out great
but, at the end
having forgotten
Mclntyre's name, |
said, "Thanks
everybody, this has

Joe Strummer: e
the bus and catc

n\, to J&[ us to Clevelan
w, fog and ice a

to

: The

rummer greets Blondie’s
ie Harry and Chris Stein.

been a benefit gig for the guy with no
legs.” | immediately regretted saying it
and, | think as a result, we didn't actually
get to meet him. At least we raised a few
bob for him

Caroline Coon: Having been royally
ripped off in the past, Bo had to get his
maney in cash before he went on stage
each night. 50 | had to go into Wells
f ery day to get 10 grand to give
to him, It was 5 costing The Clash a huc
amount to have him on the show, b
felt the man deserved it. So he would
have this big wad of money bulging in his
back pocket as he performed.

Mick Jones (guitarist): | thought it was a
good gig. | thought it was alright in the
end. Smashed the neck right off my
fuckin’ guitar though. Funny, | used to
hate bands that smashed their
instruments.

Tom Carson (reviewer, Rolling Stone):. The
Clash unleashed one of the most

sLagg"r-no performances |'ve seen. It was
of heroic grandeur, epic sweep and

Joe Strummer: We were pl *uty nervous.
Halfway through the show | checked the
audience and became convinced that we
were going down like a ton of bricks. But
by the end the Palladium gig was
y fantastic. We felt we'd
ac d something there, definitely. A
night of nights.
The only person | remember talking to

after the show was Andy Warhol, not rh=t

he says much. | got t Mpression
guite a sweet, shy guy.

Andy Warhol (diary entry): The Clash are
cute but they ail have bad teeth, sticks
and stumps. And they scream about

f the rich.

Joe Strummer: We flew in to do the gig
which was in a cinema. The dressing
room actually was a toilet and
sounded like it was filled with hamsters
on coke. Even though it sot
we really enjoyed it and the
stormed the stage at the end. One of the
funniest things | ever saw was these two
bouncers trying to hold the whole
audience back. Just the two of them| After
the first number they were swamped so
2 up and went home

And the next day so did we, because
we didn’t have the finandial wherewithal
to hang around. It was, like, get on the
plane and fuck off home

they ga

Caroline Coon: Despite all
the problems, we had
achieved what we set out
to do. The band was still
functioning and we had
laid the groundwork for
the next tour, which was
mass




