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ISSUE
DATED

TONY JASPER meets
the Clash and asks
them whether they talk
politics just to package
their product.

= " -y
:' ’ W iy »

24 NOV 197

THE Clash may bhe
the only white faces adorn-
inz famous Jamaican ro-
ducer Lee Perry's Wal

Fame because {hey madc
musical sense with reg-
rae song TYolice -And
Thieves which Perrv had
co-authored, produced for
Junior ’Hun'in — but out-
side of that tribute there
arc precious few from any

gquarter, save from their
fans. |
The Clashh have built

t2ir massive following
among music addicts of
vagsuely New YWave persua.

sion, b+ stirring up the
creditable ingredients of
behaying obnoxiously, spit-

ting out facile ﬁlltital ﬂia-
tribe and lr}'ing to shock,

For all that, they do
write some songs and pro-
vide sound to get the
adrenalin  flowing. They
are 2n exciting act, even if
unfortunately misguided.
The Clash enjoy  the
dabdious. honoutr of being
banned from - countless
towns. This wonderful feat
achicves pregisely nothing
other  than | preventing
their loyalist ~ followers
from bhoth heemg and hear-
ing the hend.

In recent the Clash have
have playved).dnly venues
where there are no seats.
Even tley hive found it
both horing anf’ financially

disturbinz paving repair
bills.

Change though is afoof.
Well, not exactly on the
recorded front. if the
latest album, Give 'Em
snough Rope Is the evi-
dence.

That displays the ingre-
dient I've mentioned but
bass man Paul Simonon
told me a few days ago:
“Well. we have zot fed up
with the prohle:ns which
seem to rollow us, It's
becoming « crucial things
ret ﬂnrted out. We have to
sc2 eye to eyve with the
people around us. I sup-
pose us getiting banned
really leaves the kids in a
lurch becausc then they've
got rowhere to go.”

He felt criticisms
amounted to sour grapes
“You get up to the top
anG some people want you
back again. When 1 sar-
castically remarked that at

least a great many of their

Iyries couldn’t be heard

hecause of the sound

halance ke replied, “It’s a

lot “learer these days.

There's improvement on I
the LP. When we started

wo  sounded awful., but

that's past."
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