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Chester Gateway
Theatre 440

on APPIOVAI.
A styish 1920's comedy by Frederk Lonsdale

()2
393

Performances Tuesday-Thursday. 7.30, Fridey and Saturday.
atinee . 400

THEY'LL NEVER BELIEVE ME

Cheshwre at war_ home and sbrosd. 1914—1918
n tour

Friday. 24th Nov.. 7.48 — Tilston Wer

Monday. 27th and Thursday. 30th November. 200 pm
Toesdey. 20t and Wednender. 20th November. 1030 am and 2.00 pm
THE AMAZING Anvt-wuu OF ROBIN HOOD
Intngue_and adventure in Sherwood Forest for sl the femdy
pens 213t December. Now booking!!
‘Gateway Coffes Shop open 10.30 am - § pm. Mondey - Seturday.
Lunches snd ight refreshments served deily. Licensed ber 12.30 - 2.30 pm.

QOO0 CHESTER 22931
PETERS AND LEE

CLIVE WEBB BRYN PHILLIPS
THE ANDERSON SISTERS
Tickets: £3.60. £3, £2 60. £1.60. Tol: Chester 22831
Patrons plesse note — one house only st 8.45 pm. Holders of
tickets for first house 6.16 pm may either change to second house
sests or be re-imbursed.
Fiime ABC Minors Admission 165

Every Sat Doors open 10 am Childeen'

# Spectacular # Best of today’s top
TV Stars # Tremendous double top of

CHAMPION

TONY ST. CLAIR
BULLDOG JOYNSON

* Special challenge Strongman
Dennison v Black Jack Mulligen
§ * Oid Scores to Settle Jim Breaks

v Bobby Ryan # Plus # Dalibar

# Now Sensation: The
Mesk # Etc. 4 Terrific Right Out
* F
Prices €100, €1 lo, [
advance at Arena or at door on
might of promotion
Bring the family — everybody
weic

QOO CHESTER 22931

Continuous from Sunday, 26th November for § deys
w 29th November
JOHN TRAVOLTA  OLIVIA NEWTON JOHN
GREASE
Sun 500,745 Weekdays 245. 6 30. 8 20
HOT WHEELS

Sun 415.7.00 Weekdays 2 00, 4 40, 7 30
Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult after 7 pm

Wednesday. 29th November,
On stage — PETERS AND l!!
ote change

Programme may be subject |

QOQ® CHESTER 22931

LIVE ON STAGE
Saturday, Sth Decomber, at 7.30 pm.

JASPER CARROT in Concert

Staits/circle £3.80,£3.00, £2 80, £1.50.
Booking Office open Mon.-Sst., 2 pm - 8 pm.

Cricions Fim Show every Saturday. 10 am

P W Mogsoiie =

2 MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 00
2440 (ex. Sun). 620, 8.06. LCP.7.28
3
€ WILD GEESE AA)
1,40 (ox. Sun). 480, 7.66.LCP 7.20

DINING OUT

WONDERING WHERE TO GO OR LOOKING
FOR SOMEWHERE NEW?

Same ‘helpful suggestions in

Ffllllm—*

1968 CONTROVERSY

1974

Above, Likely Lad, James Bolam in *‘The
Double Case History of Dr. Valmy' the
first play to be staged at The G-mv-y len

years ago.

right,
today's producuon for Ih¢ blrlhd-y
celel

bration, ““‘On Appi

years on!

November, 1968, was the era of
mini skirts, flower power and
Beatles records. It was also the

time live theatre

like to present a more exciting and
adventurous programme but his
hands are tied by budget

came to Chester.

A decade later, skirts are longer,
Punks have replaced Hippies, and
John Travolta tops the charts.
Trends change but the theatre
lives on.

Tonight the Chester Gatewa:
Theatre celebrates its mll
birthday. It's a gala occasion, and
after the performance guests will
recall old times and toast the
future.

For included in the audience
will be people who were involved
with the theatre at its birth,
actors, stage hands, kitchen staff
and. hopefully, the first theatre
director, Julian Oldfield.

It was Julian Oldfield's
controversial production of the
unknown Spanish play *“The
Double Case History of Dr.
Valmy", which rked the
opening of the city’s civic theatre.

Financed by grants rrom the
Chester City Council Arts
Council, the lhellr! has
established itself as an integral
part of Chester life.

Its recognition as such has come
after 10 years of hard =ork by all
involved in making the Gateway a
viable proposition.

Over 300 productions have been
presented, covering the whole
spectrum of theatre. There's been
comedy. tragedy, [-ru

The world of theatre has not
escaped the dreaded disease of the
70's — inflation. Cut-backs have

This Friday evenin,
tre cel

the

1968. VIl Surridge here
looks at the first decade of
Civic Theatre i
and talks to
director, C

Hone:

meant a reduction in grants.
There is less money for expansion
and the 17-strong acting team of
1968 is now reduced to a
maximum of 12.

The theatre remains of
year round, but the Studio
Produclinnu have een
“indefinitely postponed™ and the
backstage crew must be doubly
inventive with costumes and sets
to make the finances st 3

n all

vay h
received a £50,000 grant from the
Arts Council and £89,000 from the
City Council. There's box office
and catering returns on top but
there's a lot of overheads, too.

There are two sections of
Gateway life Chris Honer would
like to see d

plays
and “safe” ones.

Amateur groups regularly stage
shows at the Gateway, and the
theatre has also offered
nal touring groups.
g dance and ope
companies.

But that's the past. What does
the future hold for the theatre?

king ahead to the next

Dr. Go.r,a G-dot.t‘:

s, )
at th-

to be the
nnlh! of Chri ilelol
Thursday, 'II M lhu

subject of a
2 this Saturcay eve-lu.

— touring and young ;;euple'-
theatre.

Players’

Understandably the work of
5 Pinter finds }:lnk favour
with amateur groups. His casts are
invariably all and
often unfathomable. It w;
refreshing, then[on. to see a

The Gateway has a thriving
theatre club with a membership of
over 250. For £1 a year members
can have two tickets for the price
of one.

The members benefit — but so
does the theatre. Front of house
duties are carried out by voluntary
workers, who sell programmes, ice
creams and man the coffee stand.
Their involvement cuts costs.

Plans for next year include the
t‘(m.hle staging of Evelyn

augh's “'Decline and Fall',
another Brecht play and a revival
of “Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat™

hris Honer is particularly
Rleaved with three productions he
been responsible for staging at
the Gateway dunn% his two and a
half years stay. They are very
different — *‘Cheshire Voices™,
“Equus” and *'The Resistable
Rise of Arturo Ui".

Audience figures remain steady
with about 25 per cent. of people
coming from (hc immediate
Chester area — the rest travel
from as lur nl'eld as Manchester
and Liv

But people complain the
Gateway is inaccessible and hard
to find. The Gateway staff are
constantly dealing with people
who got “lost” on their way to

The Gateway is ten vears on and
its list of past performers and
performances is 8 commendable
one. Among those who graced the
smrr in its infancy are James

am and Rodney Bewes, a
couple of “Likely Lads", Penelope
Keith, who is known to all
television viewers as Margo in

“The Good Life”, Lynette I
the woman tycoon in )
Foundation'' an Royal

Shakespeare actor l)nud Suchet;

1975 ABSURDITY

Popular musical

Prokofiev's popular “Peter and
the Wolf" was a delightful and
welcome inclusion in the

rogramme by the City of Chester
g\m hony Orchestra, conducted

\lcho‘n Smith, at Sunday's
concen at the Gateway which
attracted a full house.

1977 DRAMA

‘The instrumental colouring was
distinctive and explicit, the st
unfolding naturally wit
comfortable on between
reciter and orchestra.

FAVOURITE

Unusually, the concert apemd

with the

spirited |

| Pinter at Tarvin

the fun and games. We are
constantly aware of the menacing
presence of the two strangers.

It seems so_uneventful on the

surface but this play, like much of
Pinter, comes to life when one
accepts the inty as one of

spirited an
attempt at “The Birthday Party”
Ashton Hayes Theatre Club at
lnm Community Centre last

The play has a strange air of

mystery, even. v.hrnt common to
much of Pintes

The action ukn pl.ee in a run
down seaside boarding house.
Stanley (played by John Durrent)
an apparently unemployed
musician is the only resident
constantly pampered with
smothering affection by the
motherly landlady, here
un-mvely portrayed by Dorothy
S

mysterious
aerive, Goudbin & i
Jew and McCann, a burly,

nervous Irishman. We do not know
who they are or where they come
from. The door llmply opens and

the mystery
Stanley's birt party a

day
ragically funny epn\ode ()nl
Me‘ (the landlady) seems to enjoy
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record’s coup de grace.
Strummer’s vitriolic

mphmum.- the -unnl guitar
work of Mick Jones.

e “Tommy Gun" has
an equally momentum,
but Stummer's vocal s mixed
somewha

t
ive ‘em Enough Rope”
retains the raw energy of the fi
LP and perpetuates their
incendiary ‘r‘nd of white rebel
punk enn may hnve
(dhylu pﬂm‘l‘n5 les. l.-ll
innocent)
und:'tlnd of the

ling
ite social

ncw wlve and
ions

With limited resources and
hlemy ol enthusiasm the Ashton

ayes Club gave an .’ ht into
how theatrically s: ying a
ley came

Pinter pl-r can be. Stanley cam
across well as the pathetic victim
of the two hoodlums. Tony
Thorne's Goldberg w
occasionally more ethereal
menacing {u( John Edwards as
McCann brought out the thuggery
behind the nervousness of t
character, it says much for the
direction of Arnold Skelton that,
until the very end, we were all
kept guessing.

MARTIN GARRITY

Around the
cinemas

ODEON 1: ‘“Assault on
Precinct 13" (X) is about an
American whm station which is
attacked by a gang of terrorists.
The film stars Austin Stoker.

ODEON 2: Meanwhile
*‘Midnight Expren (X) has
been switched from Odeon
Directed by Alan Plxker the film
has already been heralded in

an in his nr!y twrmn is
thrown into prison dmﬁ
offence, and t| f]m duh witl
his mental Andq ysical struggles.
ODEON 3: “ Wild Geese”"
(AA) is a star studded movie
about mercenaries rescuing an
African leader. The film
successfully holds the tension and

t t.
ichard Burton, Richard

Harris, Roger Moore, Kruger
mdSuw-rtGmwm-keupy\m

n-dc this film a hit.

with consistently clear diction.
Well known in music making in
the North West she is manager of
the Northern Chamber Orchestra

and founder of a school of music.

No. 6 in F ("i>.mu| 5 another
firm favourite with concertgoers.
The opening two movements,
Allegro ma non trux o and
Andante molto mosso: Allegro, if
perhaps lacking breadth, were

Gymerwch Chi
Sigaret?

‘Theatr yr-Ymylon, the \\
Actors’ Company are to pre«

s play "W
You Like a Cigarette”'” n( Thestr

Clwyd on the 8th and 9

erpool but of Welsh parer:
Bas pre probably
influence on

widespread res|
“Would You Like a Cigare
explores the moral and pol

is assigned to commit ar
assassination.

The real life incident 'nu
stimulated the writing of the play
was the Khokhlov affair of 1474

tale

nevtnheleu
interps

The I'nll Allegretto with 1ts|
charming melodic line was ,M\m
with ater security and had &
sound rhythmic basis. |

The Romance in C for Strings
by Sibelius, possessed good,
balance of tone and there was &
sincere attempt to capture the
prevailing rather sombre mood of
the work.

Leader of the orchestra was
Gerhardt Drechsler, and the next
concert will be on 17th December

adequately

Now only £6.95 down and £6.95 a m.
19” colour set from D.ER.

RTV,

onth rents you a fine

You'll get a set that's not new but good-as-new, and fast efficient
D.ER service fo keep it that way. Minimum rental period is one year.
Come in and see. If you like, we'll organise a Free Home Trial
(we'll also refund your £6.95 if you're not satisfied, inside the first month)
But stocks are limited. It has to be first come first served with this offer

So be first!
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Chester 9 The Forum Centre. Chester 42425
. -Ellesmere Port 2 Market Square. 051-355 2828




