
OUTSIDELEFTOUTSIDELEFTcultureculture
�ercely i n d e p e n d e n t 28,378,212 stories served since 2004

PAM'S KIND OF PUNK DIARY #4: THEPAM'S KIND OF PUNK DIARY #4: THE
CLASH AT THE GLASGOW APOLLOCLASH AT THE GLASGOW APOLLO
The Clash, Suicide, The Specials... Down at the Apollo a riot was going onThe Clash, Suicide, The Specials... Down at the Apollo a riot was going on

by Pam, Kind of Punk Diarist 
first published: February, 2022

approximate reading time: 5 minutes

Support OUTSIDELEFTSupport OUTSIDELEFT

That was really the only moment I was terrified

during that concert! I really was terrified!
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The Clash at the Glasgow Apollo
Tuesday 4 July 1978

Today I went back to school which was pretty normal in that we did practically nothing all day.
At lunchtime we went up to Miss Neil’s (the music teacher) room and played White Man in
Hammersmith Palais. There was then a house meeting and I went o� to that. When I came back
F and W (two of the 5 boys in our class) came up with A and I and I to hear the record.

Now after school was panic time as I got ready to go to the Clash concert- as usual my eyes just
would not go right! Anyway I wore my black cords, baseball boots, Mum's pink top, PVC jacket
(needless to say) and my hair in a ponytail tied with a tie. At 6.40pm A and her brother came for
me. We drove up to Glasgow and parked the car outside the station. We then waited for T to
arrive and when she did we walked up to the Apollo and stood in the queue. We saw the famous
H from Edinburgh who now has pink hair! She was obviously “on business”! (she's a groupie).

Eventually we got in and I found that I was sitting in exactly the same seat as last time! We sat
for quite a while before the �rst group Coventry Specials came on. They played a variety of
songs mainly with a reggae beat and I thought that they were rather good. The lead singer was
dressed all in white and was rather nice! They had a lot of courage as the audience kept shouting
at them but the band played on. There were two coloured men, Rastas, I think, in the band and I
think this was partly the cause of the reaction. At one point the lead singer said ‘if you don't like
the idea of a black and white band then ****!” One guy in front of us shouted at them and A told
him to shut up.

When they had �nished A escorted me to the loo and she had what she describes as a “close
encounter of the worst kind”. I'm a little insulted that at these things never happened to me.
Although I should really be grateful.

Suicide were the second support group and they were absolute crap! There were only two
members, one who sang, or rather wailed and collapsed on the �oor and strutted about like a
cockerel. He was a really creepy individual with shortish black hair, staring eyes and a pillarbox
mouth. He was American and kept saying ‘man’! The second member stood almost unmoving at
the synthesiser and was wearing dark clothes and ski visor type sunglasses. Their music
consisted of monotonous wailings and vibrations getting louder and louder until I felt ill! The
audience hated them and they were booed o�. There was a lot of clapping to the tune
12,123,1234, fuck o�! The singer got his sleeve caught up in the microphone stand and couldn't
get it o� for ages. Eventually they had to go o� after not �nishing a song called 96 Tears. I
didn't shed any for them!





After another longish interval the Clash came on at last. Everyone rushed down to the front and
A and I were practically squashed and thrown along the seats. That was really the only moment
I was terri�ed during that concert! I really was terri�ed! Bouncers kept coming along the aisle
with people grasped in their hands and shoved people to the side, again almost �inging me
across the seats. At one point a person in front of us was grasped by a bouncer and pushed
down onto the seat and shaken - he seemed somewhat bewildered. As far as I could see he had
done nothing! Seats across the aisle from us were being broken up- one minute they were there,
the next they were gone! Joe Strummer at one point told everyone to stop �ghting- so did the
guitarist. Joe Strummer jumped down and pulled a bouncer o� one person! Two people at
di�erent times got on stage and sang along. They were taken backstage. The Clash were
excellent though and I really enjoyed myself but I thought it was a bit too short. They only did
one encore. It wasn't as good as the Buzzcocks or at least I didn't think it was.

Going up the stairs we were nearly squashed. When we got outside we took T up to her parents
who had been waiting an hour as the thing had gone on over the scheduled time. Down at the
Apollo a riot was going on. Four �re engines arrived and people were being thrown into police
vans. When A, her brother and I were walking back we saw broken windows and one group was
standing by one and said ‘my, my just look at that broken window!”

We got back to the car and drove back home. I didn't see anyone I knew at the gig which was a
shame but never mind! I really had a good time; I got in at about 1am.

The Clash - Live at The Apollo, Glasgow, 1977 (Full Concert!)The Clash - Live at The Apollo, Glasgow, 1977 (Full Concert!)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGwJmoirgxM


Essential Info
← Pam's previous diary entry

Pam 
Kind of Punk Diarist
Pam Cross kept a diary when she was a teenager. During the period when she

first started going to gigs in the late 1970s in Scotland's central belt

she would travel from her small, home town to Edinburgh and Glasgow to

watch some of the well known and less well known punk and new wave bands

of the time. These are her stories... 
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The Totally Random Read →

Unmindful Acts of Horror from R.M. Francis
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From esteemed Poe Girl Publishing, R.M. Francis' Ameles/Currents of Unmindfulness is
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a collection of uncanny, weird and kicking against the pricks horror, available now,

right here»»

10 clickable things

☉ Wow! Turbines. ☉ The Real Reason Why Music Is Getting Worse ☉ She Shred with Ray

Aggs... ☉ St. Vincent talks to Terry Gross on Fresh Air ☉ Mona Chalabi on Instagram ☉

Bandcamp interview with Tomeka Reid ☉ RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch - Results ☉ The Story

of QPR's Four Year Plan ☉ Ignite Books ☉ Happy Shopper 17: Ice Cream Man from 2007 ☉

the weekly guide to new releases

 

Lava La Rue new single - Better) 

The Week in Music - see/hear it here every week →
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FIVES
All of July's Five Heart Records in One Place

 

OUTSIDELEFT WEEK IN MUSIC WITH STARRY FACES
We're hearing from... Lava La Rue, Stuart Moxham, Ancient Champion, Wendy James, Sex Week,

Gift, Childish Gambino, Porridge Radio, Daffo ft. Searows, Man/Woman/Chainsaw, Semi Famous,

Mediocre, Dead Karma, Yannis and the Yaw, Carnage Asada, Metric and John Carpenter
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TEETHGRATERS: THE RECORDS MIKE SIMMONS FROM SPARKLE*JETS UK WOULD GO TO THE
ENDS OF THE EARTH TO NEVER HEAR AGAIN
sparkle*jets uk week in Outsideleft concludes with some bad uns...
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TONY FLETCHER ASKS: WHERE NEXT AFTER SPOTIFY?
Celebrated author, podcaster and founder of Jamming!, Tony Fletcher discovers an alternative

string to his streaming bow in Qobuz.

 

CELEBRATING THEIR FIRST LP OF NEW MATERIAL IN 25 YEARS, SPARKLE*JETS UK WEEK
CONTINUES IN OUTSIDELEFT...
An interview with Mike and Jamie from the band
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PRINCE, GLAM ROCK AND LITTLE RICHARD: THE PURPLE REIGN REACHES 40
Sofia Ribeiro Willcox on the enduring influence of Prince, Glam Rock and Little Richard

 

THE LAKESIDE COMES ALIVE
Walsall's Lakeside Live Festival is this Sunday
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TRACK BY TRACK: BOX OF LETTERS BY SPARKLE*JETS UK
sparkle•jets uk Week in Outsideleft continues with a track by track of their new LP, Box Of

Letters

 

BOX OF LETTERS
sparkle*jets u.k. Week continues with John Robinson's review of the first LP of original

material from the band in 25 Years
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CAITLIN CLARK IS THE MOST EXCITING ATHLETE IN AMERICA RIGHT NOW
Phenom Caitlin Clark sets a new record points tally for the NCAA with a logo shot. Of course,

why not. 

February 2024
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May 2005
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MAX'S KINGS ROAD
The Rise and Fall of the Hippest Street in the World 
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SLEAFORD MODS: DIVIDE AND BREXIT
English Tapas is the first Sleaford Mods album for Rough Trade - Does that herald a better

class of track pants? Jay Lewis finds out... 

March 2017
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A BUNCH OF FIVE - RACHEL CAREY
Irish film director Rachel Carey picks five of the things that matter. 

September 2021

 

NEW VISION, NEW VOICES #1: GEMMA MOORE
Newly minted MFA, Gemma Moore talks to us about her art and her life 

October 2022WHAT READERS ARE READING RIGHT NOW
1. OUTSIDELEFT WEEK IN MUSIC WITH STARRY FACES

We're hearing from... Lava La Rue, Stuart Moxham, Ancient Champion, Wendy James, Sex Week,
Gift, Childish Gambino, Porridge Radio, Daffo ft. Searows, Man/Woman/Chainsaw, Semi Famous,
Mediocre, Dead Karma, Yannis and the Yaw, Carnage Asada, Metric and John Carpenter

2. TONY FLETCHER ASKS: WHERE NEXT AFTER SPOTIFY?
Celebrated author, podcaster and founder of Jamming!, Tony Fletcher discovers an alternative string to
his streaming bow in Qobuz.

3. THE LAKESIDE COMES ALIVE

Walsall's Lakeside Live Festival is this Sunday

4. IT'S SPARKLE*JETS U.K. WEEK IN OUTSIDELEFT

All Week we're featuring Los Angeles Powerpopstars sparkle*jets u.k.
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5. CELEBRATING THEIR FIRST LP OF NEW MATERIAL IN 25 YEARS, SPARKLE*JETS UK WEEK CONTINUES IN OUTSIDELEFT...
An interview with Mike and Jamie from the band

6. PRINCE, GLAM ROCK AND LITTLE RICHARD: THE PURPLE REIGN REACHES 40
Sofia Ribeiro Willcox on the enduring influence of Prince, Glam Rock and Little Richard

7. OUTSIDELEFT WEEK IN MUSIC HIGH SUMMER SOMEWHERE VERSION
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Rainbow, Esoterik, Joe Geni, Jorja Smith, Beyonce, Kas Product and Godflesh

8. TEETHGRATERS: THE RECORDS MIKE SIMMONS FROM SPARKLE*JETS UK WOULD GO TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH TO NEVER HEAR

AGAIN

sparkle*jets uk week in Outsideleft concludes with some bad uns...

9. BOX OF LETTERS

sparkle*jets u.k. Week continues with John Robinson's review of the first LP of original material from
the band in 25 Years

10. FIFTEEN AGAIN

The 15 most widely read stories in Outsideleft in July
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OUTSIDELEFT]

WRITE FOR OUTSIDELEFT
If Outsideleft had arms they would always be wide open and welcoming to new writers and new ideas. If you've got
something to say, something a small dank corner of the world needs to know about, a poem to publish, a book
review, a short story, if you love music or the arts or anything else, write something about it and send it along. Of
course we don't have anything as conformist as a budget here. But we'd love to see what you can do. Write for
Outsideleft, do. [SUBMISSIONS FORM HERE]
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Lava La Rue new single - Better) 

The Week in Music - see/hear it here every week →

OUTSIDELEFT WEEK IN MUSIC featuring Lava La Rue, Gift, Childish Gambino, Daffo ft. Searows, Man/Woman/Chainsaw, Stuart Moxham,
Wendy James, Sex Week, Semi Famous, Mediocre, Dead Karma, Yannis and the Yaw, Carnage Asada, Ancient Champion, Porridge Radio, John
Carpenter and Metric →
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