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Politics Rock in

“Rude Boy,” a musical film with
The Clash and Ray Gange. Produced
and directed by Jack Hazan and Da-
vid Mingay. At the Tower Theater,
69th and Ludlow Streets.

By JONATHAN TAKIFF

WORKING CLASS blokes in Eng-
land talk politics the way Americans
rap about baseball. It's idle chatter,
sport, hobby, and also a way of life.
Political stances run to extremes —
from arch conservativism to neo-
fascism. Everyone wants to know
“Which side are you on?”

T'he fierce political rhetoric of The
Clash’s music has already made them
kings of the English punk rock move-
ment — and a bit of a bafflement 10 a-
political American listeners. But now
with The Clash’s film debut “Rude
Boy,” many will wise up to what the
saw-toothed singer Joe Strummer
and his songwriting partner Mick
Jones and their buddies are scream-
ing about.

“I think the Left is better,” Strum-

FILM

(Gange.) “It’s not just for the few, the
many slavin' for the few.” Later,
Strummer offers that “To me, the
Left and Communism is no differ-
ence.”

“Rude Boy” follows the story of
The Clash'’s reluctant rise to the top
in a radically disjointed, yet effective
docu-drama fashion. Our viewpoint
is through the eyes and ears of the
crass and inarticulate “rude boy”
Ray

CLASH MUSIC — more varied than
you'd find with most punk groups —

stage at a Rock Against Rascism rally
in Victoria Park, they warn the
throngs that “London’s Burning.”
Setting off on tour, they perform
“White Riot” in a Glascow theater,
while burly bouncers are smashing
kids heads into walls. After Joe
Strummer chats cheerily in his hotel
room about Italian terrorist groups,
the band has a go with “Tommy
Gun.” So it goes.

The suspicion The Clash must
share that their own rhetoric is hol-
low, misplaced or otherwise ineffec-
tive is personified by Ray — a nice
enough guy but as dim-witted as they
come. In the ultimate groupie fanta-
sy, The Clash otfters him a job as a

Clash’s ‘Rude Boy’

roadie, and he biows the opportunity
badly

As dramas go, “Rude Boy" is not
going to win any prizes. No scene or
thought is ever resolved, though that
may be the idea. Frustration runs
rampant!

THERE’S NO QUIBBLING over the
performance footage, though. Shot
largely from the viewpcint of the
band members, and with a superb
sound mix, the concert scenes kick
butt and then some. Yes, this non-
believer was converted. Or at least
stunned into submission. All the old
rock cliches seem new again, when
delivered with The Clash's pure
conviction

Ray Gange: Dim-witted

1s used in parallel construction to the
plot, so that lyrics can comment on |
the story. After Ray has spent a night |
in jail (merely for giving lip to some
coppers) and ventures off to a rock |
club, The Clash is on st.ge singing
about “Police and Thieves.” At a
rehearsal scene, they're doing “Gara-
geland.” When the group takes the

mer tells a band fan named Ray
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* BAKED STUFFED FLOUNDER

* BROILED STEAKS

* LOBSTER TAILS
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OF OTHER FAVORITES TO
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GARY BURTON
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DON MC LEAN
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.50
7700 ROOSEVELT BLVD.
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KING OF CRABS
Phone 339-9124
Cpen 11 A.M. to 12:30 A.M.
Sunday 2 P.M. to 10:30 P.M.

8P.M. $6.50-8.50-10.50
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RAGTIME ENSEMBLE
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Vivaldi — Flute Cc
Mozart

Tchaikovsky
'n B Minor
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8P.M. $6.50-8.50-10.50

soust 14
DAVE BRUBECK QUARTET
EARL“FATHA” HINES QUARTET
MARVA JOSIE

SP.M. $6.50-8.50-10.50

AUGUST 7

“AMERICAN POPS”
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AUGUST 2
WESTMINSTER CHOIR

PITTSBURGH SYMPHONY
Robert Shaw, Conauctor

$6.50-8.50- 10.50

AUGUST 9

5
PITTSBURGH SYMPHONY
ardo Mata, Coro

SPM. $6.50-8.50-10.50
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PHILADELPHIA FESTIVAL CHORUS
PITTSBURGH SYMPHONY
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PARKING is $1 per car. We urge you to fill your car with friends.

Box office opens 10:00 AM-8:00 P.M. Tickets
No refunds or exchanges. AH insta:

available at all TICKETRON locations.
MM‘IMI"M ($.50 Service Charge

©on credit card orders)

INSTANT CREDIT CALL (215) CE5S-4600




