


: before we
#/The Specials were ;nvolved early OB playing at o5 a band at the

headlined the Leeds

same time as : . < 5l eary Ma(\;e

in our Lyrics- . o
?gﬁzt\i%ole atmosphere of the time. Everybody
common cause.

coming in on the coach,
ber the Leeds concert well because, as we were
}d::rlr\llzrtrilor?al Front had organised a march on the same day. It was él%?ttt}; ssc;ry
sight; they looked very sinister with all their Union Jacks. Itwas ¢ g

blatant fascist marching in Britain.

They don't march any more; that's one of the achievements of RAR. The trouble
is, they are more insidious. They try to be more respectable but basically it's the
same thing. At this time, RAR knocked them as they were gaining votes, and
played a huge part in defeating them. They still work as a pressure group on the
mainstream parties, who pretend to be against them, but are influenced by
scaremongering, such as about immigration. I don't think immigration is an
issue, but it's in the media the whole time. W\
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cam after a yeqp of RAR gs and Concerts anq the
fthe Anti azj Leagy We Wanted tq 81ve people SPace to stapq
against the Nazis, 1t Was not aboyt mdividuals, but T€anisatiop helping to set
It up. We Played it by ear — here vy Othing COrporate g, t T8anising the
ISt carnjyy) e had g Dathetijc Stage builderg and volunteg, 8uards. We
Wanted the Carnival in ¢ € East Enpg of Londo , the I'T of the Working class
Where the ationa] fry, t were trying to build 5 follow; The concert wag 471
about black 4pq white Unity, s as importapy We had pJac and whijte People
On stage together Stee] Se, Tom Robinson and som The Clash, 1t took ug 5
about a mopg, to organj the Carniva) — e Wanted to SOmething before the =
ocal electiopg of 1978 to Push the ational Front ff the streetg and off the o
electorg] Tegisters. We Wanted tq getrid of th
\‘ isers of RAR in 1978
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White riot - I wanna riot
White riot - a riot of my own
White riot - I wanna riot

White riot - a riot of my own

Black man gotta lot a problems
But they don’t mind throwing a brick
White people go to school

Where they teach you how to be thick

An ‘everybody’s doing / Just what they re told to

An’ nobody wants/ To go to jail!
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ADP
1 attended the original Anti-Nazi league demonstration in Hyde park because 1

remember the fascists before the war. Itwas a huge meet.ing, a very big an
impressive occasion because of the war connection. Fascism — the use O

i i i d extremely
frightenin people o get power — 15 one of the most common an
po%verful f%)rms of politics and music1s a global language that speaks to

everyone.

To.
ny Benn - Politician (RIP) p

B ) 4

1 attended various Rock Against Racism concerts to speak and I think they were
extremely important. Anything that brings people together in this way has a
positive offect. Before the war, people were attacking the Jews and the
communists, then the trade unions and now it's immigrants. We started
something which had a very profound effect. Wilson was furious with me
because he didn't want racism brought into the election. When you get to my
age, you realise every generation has to fight the same battles and I am pleased
to be able to help in any way 1 can. Popular culture is a very important part of
the fight against fascism and we need the broadest-based campaign possible.
That's why I'll be at the Brixton Academy on 30 April. We must never let the
racists win by default and making anti-fascism something people can enjoy
helps enormously. You realise you're not on your own and that gives us the

confidence 10 challenge the BNP.



% got up on stage and sang mwhite Riot" with The Clash at the RAR carnival in
1978.1was at the back with the amps and then joined them for that song The
atmosphere Was supercharged with raw energy and real people trying to
understand what was going On around them politically in a very depressing

fime.

The uplift of what we had was RAR and the formulation of an ambrella of
culture. Ttwasa beautiful sunny day and the people were mesmerised by being
united as one. I'm singing "White Riot" again at the RAR 30th anniversary
concert at Brixton Academy for Joe Strummer, who would have done the gig if
he was alive.
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The twoO genres of music
welfaré py a lLa our Government under p
ith the uninspiring glamr d disco that domind e
be h rfect preeding ground fi tical @ religiouS
roots reggae. -

roved t0

a9¢.



3¢¢




