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Clash has _ suffered 
somewhat. Reporters MELODY MAKER 
have called into ques- MAK IS 
tion the high ideals with 
which they began, so Fe ALE WURMAUST 
that their credibility is 
curreritly in doubt. Yet 
Joe Strummer was un-_ things you were saying two journalists trying to read __ ished.” 

        

  

      

    

   
     

  

     
       

  

      

  

A years ‘ago can hold good something that wasn’t even He then goes on a this ‘vein’ with unenthusias- wandering around in his mistakably eager ‘to forever. Time passes.” there. a-story of ow a aan observations of the earlier ‘days, seething with an do you want?” anybody gise, And wien I 
talk about the band and As ‘long ago as their “I just get speechless, with days previously he had been Avert ang the Tom Robin anger, and frustration which subject ed tee tins. on Hae? een eas and i signing to ere were rage about the press,” he- sitting at Marble transpires that spilled over into many of his petting 

hat the hen ‘i mal mutterings that theyd ‘sold says, clenching ‘his’ fists. station, “whens copie og the only ther ‘band ‘around: “Songs. one can't help wonder- ee ae they added feet good and « feel rad, 
im at their rehearsal out ‘by “associating with a “Thay're continually mis punks spotted him and asked for whom he feels a measure ing whether they'll be able 7 De, 

rooms, just off Chalk multinational corporation. representing, — picking up him why he was there and of respect is Sham 69. a cee that degree of meremith i) "nei get. wit depressed, end 0 ut and 
Farm Road in London, Sifimmer, however, sees it a titbits "of "information and ot riding around in a limo. But he returned to | his ee ae 

: different way. misusing, when they -don’t “They had this picture. of me consideration of punk. “T've pal. don’t a it’ make there, one_ ee hel elp ~what sn aimed against is 
Although concealed be- “Listen, we want to reach know .the full facts. I get riding around. in some been reading The Rise And any sort of difference. We wondering jest Soy all that racist, fascist, racial- 

hind a substantial pair of . 4 lot of people. If we'd put speechless with anger. I have enormous car all the time Fall Of The erhird Reich and have rows almost every day, further they intended aking ist, patriotism type of fana- 
shades, Strummer looked UF wn label together we'd to control myself from going and onlf’ setting foot outside | Mein Kampf recently — and and we split up almost every the, TrapAe, influence. ism. I'm extreme in the 

rigingt Mf have only reached a few round and sorting some of it Occasignally. I've only ever with a lot of attention. on day. We live and exist in ell, we got swept up in other way. I haven't got any 
surprisingly well for some- hundred or maybe thousand them out.” beeh in “one, two or. three whole movement started this constant electric atmos- that crossover SegEAC, 100s sense of responsibility. The 
one only. discharged from . What's. the good of Then what about the times!'? with only a handful of els phere. We aren't at all but I've gat ov world goes round and round, 
hospital ten days ago after when you're trying to mansion overlooking Regents ‘Since the Clash from their in one room. That’s where comfortable, mentally, ~to-; nothing | more than "trash and sometimes I forget whole 
contracting hepatitis. ic abo these Park $ currently very inception have always ‘gethe in our roles. So, reggae. I’m getting into early periods of time, maybe days, 

it was inevitable that the 's no use kidding reputed to be I ng in considered themselves: to be ere'll be 0 problem “in skanga and rocksteady now, Inaybe weeks. I" mean’ I'm 
conversation should quickly YC Basically, we de- “That's the trouble. ‘People a punk hand, nothing more the whole Hitler movement whipping up some more that’s far stronger. j., capable of anything. I'm 
shift from perfunctory open- Cided to play their game, but believe —_everythi ne that’s. or less, + the ‘advent originated from, eight or nine a ression. It's sull there, if a Would they be taking capable of disap; pearing | right 
ing gambits to his reaction to nour 5s written, like that big white of power pop one can’t: help people. And that’s happening nly in . different way. pings any further “gin ee off the face of fl 

e adverse publicity — ,_ “I'd been li ng Hlocse’ sine ey mansion. Well, I've got one reflecting. since the movement now in this country with the don’t ever see us try, with wi om they ha “There's 2, much corrup- 
aa the Clash had sold out, 71, busking and doing odd room, and alll it’s got be offer. is apparently dying on National Front. being’ * vakon financially, and recently recorded? ion — ncils, govern- 
and that Str jobs for a few weeks, fefore iss blocked sink. ‘Il’ don't feet, whether the Clash will sS° when people | cronder if we are, it certainly won't “No, definitely not, al- ments, industry, Everywhere. 

enjoying ‘the kind eT ‘high We we were signed up. I even have a Vv set or a become less relevant. when and why be for a very long time. We though Scratch, along with it's got to be flushed out. 
i e had atways spoken remember sitting here and stereo, and there's no carpet, “T don’t think punk rock around singing wing msongs lost. £28,000 on the White Joe Gibbs, is probably the Just because it’s been going 

wondering whether we'd just bare boards. All I have has even started yet fm 2 about ‘the “moon “in June,’ Riot tour. None of us had hest producer in Jamaica. It on for a long time doesn’t 
I don’t know what blown our reason to live, now it: there is a cassette player. commercial sense,” he _re- it’s because there’s that sort any wages for eight weeks. didn't really work out, or 1 mean that it shouldn't be 
saying that we were being paid £25 “But, you see, I never get plied, “or for that matter in of thing going on. It’s pretty Then we were reading how don’t suppose it did, because stopped. It doesn’t mean that 
he be; ecaees a week. Then we realised that, a chance to answer back. J any other sense. When punk obvious to me which is more we had soid out, and we when he returned to Jamaica it isn’t time to change. This 

up the just because we had enough ‘phone some of these journal- “rock came in and kicked: a important.” were flat broke. he didn’t even. bother to take is what I'm about, and I'm in 
press. To start with we were money to-go to the cafe and ists that write these stories those dull, boring iitelese “Then on the last tour we a copy of it with him, and we the | Clash, so, of course, 

‘by what they each have a meal rather than to say come round and have rock bands out of the way, However, since in his own were much more careful. We ended up remixing parts of it that’s what. the Clash is 
said, but then we came to cating out of one plate, has 2 look, but they won't even we had the first dose of words Sertimmer eon recoM didn't’ smash up any more anyway. a about. 
realise that they make the ni 0 do with it. speak. It’s like to trying to . realism for years. But from hotel rooms like the first “No, our lyrics will be of . «But we ain't no urban 
stuff up just to suit them- Nevertheless, dn’t g through to ‘Howard the biggest thing in the time, because’ we thought the same intensity and simi- guerri ja outfit; our gunpower 
selves, to we don't bother cess over the jast 12 "months lughes. . world, it became the biggest CBS' would have to pay for it larly uncompromising, but the jg strictly limited. All we Tore because they dont undermined the band’s poli. Still, one can’t help reflec- bore.’ as everyone - slavishly all, and we didn’t find out music will be more thought- Want to achieve is an 
print the truth. tics? ting that to a degree the began to follow that pat- till the end that it was us, ul, That's where the texture atmosphere where things can You see, when we started "What do you mean situation is of their. own tern.” , and we still lost £10,000. will come from, rather than happen. We want to keep the 
we used to sit around and Strummer asks irri making. After all, they set At this point, as if to So.we won't have e any money from trash reggae, which spirit ,of the {ree world, we 
spend a lot of time talking  tably. “ themselves up there in the order, several members of for a very lon doesn’t sound too good. want ‘to keep out that ‘safe, 

out our songs. Some were in, both then and now, is first place, not the press. Generation X appear in the “alt “Soest” matter much, “But whenever I hear 4 soapy slush that comes out 
real vie like love songs, social thing. We've got noth: ‘It's true that we have cafe to where we have now anyway, because my =a of of a live show it sounds of the radio. 

we'd keep throwing them — ing. pe do. with Poli olitics. worked ourselves into a moved to share a few steam- ecstasy is to have room, so terrible anyway. It sounds “People have this picture 
away. had in the end all we of people have corner, and that~for a while ing mugs of hot chocolate. typewriter, an eee ic guitar like a mad.seal Barking. ver of us. marching the 
were left with were the misunderstood un Sones like we couldn’t move, but we're Strummer ‘finds it impessible and a TV. | haven't got any a mass of pneumatic Street. with wane ‘guns, 
heavy songs, the kind of ‘Hate And. War’ have got coming out of it now, and to disguise his contempt. preat'| wishes. T wouldn't mind He gave. a sardonic “a Wo're net interested. in that 
stuff you heard on the nothing to do with what we spreading ourselves around. “You see that lot,” he says, faving car,” he muses, “When we play live, we're jp otcuse we havent got any. 

album. feel or want to do:. that’s We didn't want to be like all pointing | across “the | raggn. eer Sen To gan't drive 30 not necessarily _ trying Uaiweve aot lata few guitars, 
awe were really idealistic what was being meted out to the pop stars; we. wanted to “It's. bands like that that there isn't much point After sound good, we're trying to we' ot is ee ee cur 

in those days, and we really us at that time. And ‘1977, remain’ accessible. I'm not. make me. sick. They, don’t that, what else. can you whip it up, get some kind of amps and drums, that's 
believed in what we were when it talks about sten talking about backstage stand for - anything, ™ they want? | recetved £1,000 atmosphere.” ween . 
saying. We do now as well guns in Knightsbridge, that’s passes and rubbish don't mean — anythin, recently for royalties, but But what kind of responsi- ‘What we want to achieve 

= we stand by what we what everybody thought we It’s state of mind: ¢t they’e just a pathetic Collec- then just frittered and bility does he feel towards is an atmosphere where an 

said, But things change, and wanted; it was what people moment you start Thinkdng tion of wimps.” en it “away on nothing, his audience? . idea can grow and be passed 
you can't expect that the wanted to do to us, it was you're a star. you’re fin- . Strummer then continued $o all I've got left is a few only feel I've got a around. It’s -a question, J responsibility to myself to suppose, of, spirit and how 

quid. But as I said, what else say these things, not to _ people feel et


