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ROCK. GIG STAFF
THUGS. Shock Hor-
ror probe. Some-
lhlng you‘ll never
see In the Sunday
papers. Several re.
cent incidents sug-
gest strong |in-
dication that B.B
(bouncer brutality)
may be on the up.
Draw your own
conclusions.

Incident one: concerns
an aitercation between
one Joe Strummer {Clash
man} and several! Secur
ity Supervisors (bouncers
lo you and me) at
london's Marquee Club
last December. An eye
witness, Robin Banks,
who was with Strummer
At the time stated the two
were standing at the bar
and §t was Joe's turn to
gel ‘em In which he
proceeded to do with the
help of a €10 note. The
driftks ecame to £1.08
Asked for the odd three.
Joe promptly produced it
and walted for his (g

:‘:\nm In vain so ft
ems. Aeccordin
Banks, o

Joe complal
and the Ull was S]eg(weg
there and then. All to no
avail. Anger mounting,
Strummer openly ac-
cused the barman. At this
point the "boys’ stepped in
And grabbed Strummer.
Banks intéreeded and thée
two were punched and
kicked down the corridor
to the back door where
they were unceremo-
niously flung out. Shortly
after, Banks claimed
three more people were
turfed out Their erime?
That they had protested
at the way Strummer and
Banks were treated, and
were themselves ireated
o more of the same

Roughed up

Strummer, unfortu-
nately, was not avatiabte
for comment However I
did speak to a close friend
who knew of the incident
He said Joe was
escorted to the door and
he did get roughed up a
bit After all it’s a Inng
way from the bar to the
door jsn't §t?**

Down at ‘the Marquee 1
spoke to a Seeurity
Supervisor who calls
himself Michael During
our conversation he
taiked of the Strummer
tncident twice. First
account: “"When Strum-
mer complained that he
had been short changed
we closed the bar and
checked the dll Imme-
diately. The count was
right and therefore we

jected his clalm He
was then asked to leave
whichhedid

Michael's second ac-

count talijes exactly with
the Arst up to the point
where Strummer’s clatm
was refused He then
rephrased his last sen-
tence to: ‘‘We picked him
and his friend up and
escorted them to the back
door '’ Quite a dramatje
change from his first
statement.
Whilst at The Marquee
1 asked Michael and
another doorman about
security at The Marquee
1 was shown a long heavy
chain which had been
confiscated from someone
that very night.

“We regularly take
5 off ople,”’ said
. "Only the other

1 took this cut throat
: off a girl, would
e "

do they go ahout
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ABOUT ANYTHING

HE AIN'T
EAVY, HE'S
A BOUNCER

' “"Well,

we wam them
first,'* said Michael, '‘and
if they keep fighting or
start on us we remove
them, preferably without
force, but we are
responsible for the other
customers remember and
sometimes a certain
amount of restrajnt Is
necessary I'd like to
stress, very rarely
though If anything gets
too out of control we dothe
obvlous thing and call the
police. ™'

Violent

Michael agreed with me
that there are some
bouncers who are unnec-
essarlly violent. Had he
ever worked as a sleward
at a large venue? "Yes I
have but some of the guys
hired by the promoters for
those gigs are really
‘heavy' A lot of them are
ex-boxers, welght-lifters
and bouncers who have
been sacked from clubs
for inciting viclence. I'd
rather not comment any
further than that. "'

Ralnbow Manager Al-
bert Pingley didn‘t seem
to share Michaei’s opin-
fon of stewards hired by
promoters.

“We never have any
trouble with our boun-
cers. They all have strict

the letter We don’t have
a ‘Sit In Your Seats’ rule
here and the only thing
that gets broken is the
scats themselves. We're
very happy with the way
the stewards handle
| things in this theatre. '

| Inctdent two: The
tendency among some
bouncers to provoke, not
protect, was brought
home to me outside
London's Nashville last
Tuesday whilst trying to
get tn to see the Rich
| Ktds. My friend and I
pushed through the crowd
and tried to tell the
doorman that we were on
the guesl list There was
a huge crush of people all
pushing around the door
and my friend was
pushed, against his will,
through it.

Sharled

“‘Come one step past
thal door sonny and you‘ll
be back in that crowd
twice as quick;' snarled
the doorman. If he had
carried out his threat a lot
of people would have been
hurt In the ensuing panic
and crush. One Security
Supervisor who didn’t
have the protection of
other customers in mind.

Incident Three: A-man

up fights, | instructions before a show
pgple etc. | and they follow them to
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20" ANNUAL CONVENTION OF BOWNCERS

has been charged with
manslaughter following
the death of Henry
Bowles, who died afler an
incident outside The Bell,
King's Cross last Octo-
ber. John Godden, a 32-
year-old labourer from
Berkshire was charged
with manslaughter at
Clerkenwell Magistrates
Court on December ¢
Frank Flood, 22, from
Islington, was charged
with causing grievous
bodlly harm to Henry.
The alleged assault took
place outslde the Bell,
Penlonv;lle Road, on
October 22.

Died

We spoke to the
landlord of the Bell, and
asked him if the two men
charged were employed
by him as ‘Security
Supervisors'. He said: 'l
have no comment to make
on the matteratall "'

Henry Bowles died in
hospital on November 4
Both men were committed
to a higher court.

Unfortunately Henry
was not avaflabie for
comment.

THE STRANGLERS
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MARY ANN ELLIS

Yes folks.

medicine.

CAN'T PLAY a note? Busted
your lips around a tuba?
Striven manfully to batter
drums like John Bonham?

Fenr not gentle reuder, salvation Is
athand. Listen to *Bluze Away’ by
Vivian Fisher and you'll know
what ]l mean. It may sound ltke un
urmy band in full splutter but
there isn't an Instrumen( on It.
Vivian has skilfully mimicked
everything with his voice. 1 kid
you not, he can create everything
from u trumpet to a drum roll
through the medium ol his mouth
and throut. 1t sounds 100 per cent
genuine.

Vivian, a 26.-year-old sound
rocording engineer from Eust-
bourne, wits whistling along to n
toon one duy and has never looked
back. By various contortions of his
mouth and (ace shown In graphle
detail on the sleeve (don't look
you're of a nervous disposition
‘cause it's not a pretty sight) he
shows how it's done.

‘1 like whistling and doing sllly
volces,*” says Vivian and st a mix
down one night the producer didn't
turn up, so 1 thought I'd have a go
and try and record s hand. "

lle multi-tracked his voice,
mimicking ail the instrumenis

before combining them altogether
into u fuli scale band. His fame
hus spread. He's appeared with
an actual bund and he’s reached
the lofty heights of uppearing on
llbluc Peter and the Pete Murray
sbhow.
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“WAYNEJUST wants to be an ordi
simpered the County spokesperson.

I mean, just take a look ar this
who in their right mind would have i
SHEILA PROPHET.

All

LA

it seems the world's

about to achieve his dearest ambition —.
girlie, just like his dear mama.

That much,
possible — they can do wonders with
days. But there ARE limits to the mi

we agree, is no

mou
and
trumj

"Shep the dog got
when I performed
all over me,""
wouldn’t mind
album of voice
some really st
xet the blood b
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