Punk will continue
to rule—but
what comes next?

THE WORLD OF POP FROM THE INSIDE BY
CHRIS SALEWICZ, THE MAN IN THE KNOW

Whilst  holidaying in
Jamaica and checking out
the local reggae scene a
couple of weeks back,
Mick Jornes and Joe Strum-
mer of the Clash experi-
enced a certain amount of
bostility from the locals.

* Jamaica wasn't exactly
sure how Lo react to
punks,” Jones told me in
the band's dressing-room
alter their show at Lon-
don's Rawnbow Theaire.

SOJOURN

*So0 when we weren't
listening to the local music
—lantastic reggae for at
least filty per cenl  of
every day—we jus! stayed
in our rooms and wrote
songs.”

This Eambbém sojourn
it ppears  then,
hmhl‘} wolidehle for the
band pow have virtually
enough material for the
ncw  atbum  they'll stact
recording after Chrstmas,
First, though, a4 pew
single, ‘* Clash City
Rockera"—already  fea-
tured in the band's stage
sel—will be released at the
end of January.
David Bowie oa ‘
uncommercality of  his
“"Low" and * Heroes”

elbums: * What is commer-
cial? I'm not sure if |
know anymore what a
commercial record is, or if
one can really tell what
will sel.”

Rock music's favourile
chameleon intends to begin
a wnrld tour in February.

“The band," be says,

“ will be much the same as
on ‘Heroes' anl we are
Eoing lo use the same sl
as on the ‘Station to
Station " tour. The first time
I have ever repeated a sel.”

However, the acling
career that- was launched
on the cinema soreens o
his role in Nicholas Roeg's
“Man Who Fell To Earth .

bas ot been  abandoned:
“T'l] be starting another
film shortly about a sub-
jeot h:rlmm ‘aninﬂu-
enced by—German Expres-
sionist Am. 1 ply a
painier.

PREPARATION

“What 1 really want to
do in Tilns is direct, actu-
nlh, and [ think of the

acling a5 my preparation
for thai.

I almost hate to say it
hut l feel | bave a lol to
express and 1 like lo
express it in  different

,

W would be fatuous to
prelond thet as far as rmk
music is  conceroed
had beea iny‘thin( but le
Year Of

()I:wmmlzr it #s not going
00 go away.

ALIENATION

In lact, N seems certain

that right this very
moment all over the coun-
try thousands of musicians,
inspired by the greatest
ear for rock music in at
least a decade are tucked
away in garages and base-
nients ret ing the sets
and stage aots that their
group will spring wpon us
come the Spring.

That Pistols-style nehil-
ism—alienation is only one
facet of punk is becoming
increasingly evident by the
manner in which melody,
hook-lines and man‘nr
chords have over the |
few months forceful lj“
asserted their presence in
the New Wave.

Whelber one considers
the Beatles-influenced Rich
Kids, the Who - inspired
Jam or the utterly electric
Ramones—due lo tour Bri-
tain shortly presumably to
promote “ Rockel To Rus

sia." their pew album—the
trwth s inescapable. By
next summer the milk-

man's going tuw be 'n—g
you up as
rounds mwm
itk bands, nﬁt
pring, also, thu ﬁ:hns
Munmrau should bave
ey o 1 theas
& repofts the stage
act of Cheap Trick—due 1o
tour in Februasry or March

the genuine delightful
finds of 1977, -

STUNNING

Equally stunming is Talk-
ing Heads “77", This New
York New Wave band

a ocombination of stark
minimalism and romantic
melodies. lodeed, the clos-
est relerence point is their
cultural sm!emuu Tele-
vicion, whose “ Marq

Moon " at the be :u:hu d
1977 was certainly one of
the First signs that aume-
mhmg was, indeed, going

Mm from across the
Atlantic, thou whﬂr.d
fulktime in Lon
working with Mick Bm

Talkung music are (left to right) Philip Rambow, Mick Jones and Mick Ronsom.

as his band's guitenist,
Phillp Rambow looks set 1o
fuli} bis promise of being
the seventies version of
the

Young and Joni Mitchell
who catre oul of his pnative
Canada.
Whatever pp
rock music in Ihuuﬂl
may very well be obsolele
in jus: a few years timne.

ENDEAVOUR

e (napdies” 566
ing companies ore
currently racing each other
to the baunching pad io an
endeavour lo be first off
the ground with pre
I'anded video casselle

imes. It it the

ymipent  arrival  of dm
endirely new concepl
leisure entertainment 'Lha
i no doubl behind the
gbhrong rumours that the
pricc of home video
machines is shortly to fall
shaeply.

After all, once they've
mnﬁd o persuade us to
rl things inlo our
homes then they can hap-
ﬁlh Ret m wnh the real

siness of the entertain-
ment world: Selling things.

P

great Singer-
songweiters like Neil




