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4 CONVERSATION WITH
PAUL SIMONON oF

BY ANYA PHILLIPS

ANYA: WHY DID YOU WRITE
THE SONG- " BORED OF THEUS.A”
PAUL: THE SONGS JUST MAINLY
ABOUT--—IN BRITAINWE GET
A LOT OF AMERICAN PROGRAMS
ON T \L..

A: WHICH PROGRAMS ?

P KOJAK , COLOMBO, YOU NAME
IT, WE GOT IT AND LIKE WE
CANT RELATE TO |IT, IT
MEANS NOTHING TO U5 REALLY.
ITSJVUST SQRT OF NUMBING ~
NUMBS YOUR BRAWN.

A: SO YOURE ACTUALLY BORED

OF THE U.S. V. SHOWS THEN
AND NOT BORED OF THE UN\TED
STATES IN GENERAL?

P: WELL ANOTHER THING FOR

EXAMPLE: A LOT OF ENGLISH
GROUPS-THEIR LEAP SINGERS
-~ THE WAY THEY LOOK, you
EVEN GET ENGLISH SINGERS
WHO PUT oN AN AMERICAN
ACCENT WHEN THEY SING.
ESPEQIALLY N THE SIXTIES,

A WHEN T WAS A LITTLE GIRL
I WAS REALL/ SURPRISED TO

EIND OVUT Most ofF THE BAMDS

T LIKED AND ASSUMED WERE

AMERICAMN \WERE REALLY
ENGLISK. TD SEE THEM ON
TALK SUows AND WONDE R

WHAT WAS WRGSNG- WITH
THEIR VOICE S.

P+ ITS LIKE PVYTTING OVER
THIS: AMERICAN ACCENT AND
SING-ING, NOT BEING WHAT
THEY REALLY ARE, \WHICH \S
ENGLISH OR WHATEVER.

A- SO WHAT DO YOU THINK OF
THE QSA.?

P DONT KNOW. AINT BEEN
THERE YET. LOOKS ALRIGHT.
AT LEAST THEY HAVE THING S
GOING-ON UNTIL LATE.
OVER HERE EVERYTHING

THEN EUERYBopDY'S soPPosSeD

wRIT e + LA
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TO GO TO B€D LWKE oOP

A: WHAT SORT OF ERRANDS?

PEOPLE, GET UP EARLY AND|P: MAYRBE SOMETHIN G- LIKE

GO TO WORK., THATS WHAT
PEOPLE WANTYOU TO DO.
AT WHAT DO YOV Do v AN
AUERAGE DAY?

P: T WAKE UP AROUND NINE
AND GET ANY ERRAMNDS OR
ANYTHING IVE GOT TO GET
TOGETHER DURING MOST PAR

FINISHES UP AROUND TWEWE|OF THE EARLY DAY UNTIL

AROUND DINNER TIME.

C-GTTING ME BIKE FIXED.
A: YOU HAVE A MOTORCYCLE?

P: YEAH, A SUZUKI 250 TRAIL
BIKE. SORT OF A RACING RIKE

AND I ¢O OUT TO THE STuDIO,

WORK 0T DE SIGNS FoR CLOTHES

OR ANYTHING- REALLY. OR ELSE
L GO AND SEE THE MANAGER
AND LIKE TALK ABOUT THE
POSTER WE MIGHT USE OR

HELP DESICN 7. MAYBE wE
HAVE AN INTERVIEW OR
PHOTo SESSION. <
A: AND YOU RE HEARSE EVERY |
DAY ?

P: YES UsSvALLY ABOVT 4:00

AND FINISH UP ABouT &6:00

WE CAN GO ON LONGER, BuT

\F Y0U REHEARSE TO MuUcCH

THE SONG-S LosE THEIR

ERESHNESS.

A: AFTER YOU REHEARSE Do

YOu &0 OLUT AT NIGHT?

24 SOMETIMES YeaH ORELSE

JUST STAY N CAUSE THERE

AINT MOCH TO Do AROLN D

HERE ANYWAY.

A: WHAT DO You PO WHEN Yau

StaY In?

P: NOTHING, \WELL, T PRACTCE

3 DONT BNOU’ WHAT THEY

OTHERS DO« WELLTHEY --.

GOP KNOWS WHAT THEY Do.

A: YOU REHEARSE AND PRACTICE

A LOT?

P: OH YEAH. TTS THE ONLY

THING TO DO REALLY.

A: WHEN 15 YOUR NEXT ALBUM

SL-ATED TO cOME OUT?

P. PROBABLY AROUT AFTER
CHRISTMAS. \WE'LL BE RECORD-
ING IT AROUND CHRIST MAS TIME
TO GIWE US SOME THING TO DO
OVER CHRISTMAS AND WE SHowp
HAVE A SINGLE OuT iy ABOUT
Two MONTHS TIME.

THE "A° SIDE COULD POSsiBLY
BE “COMPLETE ConTROL"
A:WHATS ON THE B sSIDE?

P:WE HAVENT DECIDED YET.
AT THE MOMENT WE'RE JUST

REHEARSING SO THAT NEXT
TIME WE PLAY BRITAIN —
WHENEVER THEY LETUS PLAY—
WE'LL HAVE A WHOLE NEW SET

PHOTOS BY ANYA
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