~ JIM EVANS reports from the Bilzen festival
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“Festivals are very weird

Patals are W sppear are |

soon quashed. Bul, say the
premoters, It's golag to be a
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The seene s ke a time
wary £ belween
Wosdslock snd the Isle of
Wight. Tests and camp
fires, beer cans, hipples,
yeak, Jong hair and peace,
man. And the village ks well
iate the spirit of the
wecasion — there's nothing
else In Belgium to get into —
and, nateh, the Hari
Krishas bald-heads are
manting up amd down the
sireets of the small village
that s Bllzen. T-shirts,
beads, first aid and chips
avaliable ot the back of the
site. Those with special

ases, this way please,

the dual stage

Back stage Hggers
bar, roadies a-plenty and
caravans for dressing
rooms. Who's this dude In

the black-rimmed specs”
Wiy, It's voung Elvis
C — the one they've
all been raving about

Elvis: “No point In keeping
‘em walling, let’s gel on
with it ™

Front stage, a tall, barbed
wire femce separates the
Kids from the vast Press
enciasure which runs up to
the stage. Such remoteness
beiween genuine (paying)
sudience and performers
tould meun trouble. Read
-

So it's . ELVIS
COSTELLO and his band,
THE ATTRACTIONS. They
Kirk off with ‘Don’t Blame It
On Me' and rapidly move
Inle ‘T'm Aagry’, both well-
built songs young Elvis
b ngy. he's not happy
with the lighting — there
In't any — and he's not

b with the fence
“"‘Il Is this? A
¥ == prison camp?
What are all these

purnalists doing here? Let
e people In.

With dead-pan face he
grary into ‘No Action’ and
‘American Man'. He's

f & reasounable re-

frtlin
mlo but “all you people
E al the back, this Is

sig ¥ acouraged b_\'
: ‘l'ﬁhln start o work on
Ree — sorts pushin’ it

Iat his two best numbers
Lass Thao Zero' and ‘Red
*, both excellent nnfn

It

484 arrangements bu
tround the

Suggesting anything, or
Sempling to detract from
Fivis rformance, they
tnl ';ﬂ-nhn': ‘Born

Run’ after his set and it
had  the

same ring of
acy s

u-(:od sel.  The
punters were
Martlng 0 get ot the

Festival organiser: ““This
first night is an experiment
Punk is sot big In Belglum.
The state-controlled radio Is
8ot at all adventurous
"hlb:" the only real
bands have of
Betting to (he people

Souncers safely easconced
behind the barbed wire

prove |

| audience since the

Ity .
{ p[‘-ylng » blinder

If one comes

A four-day rock festival
Belgian countryside — 100
Geographic

‘Come On' snd ‘You Take
My Money'. Searchlights
beam down from the control
tower, glinting on the wire
Colditz? “Bllzea, not
Belsen,” roars the Captain
before throwing his rrrr.p
0 the crowd. Beer cans and
other sundries start to fly
‘Problem Child' goed,
energy, excitement, ete
all you've ever been told
about (his music. Vanium
Jumps down from the stage
“Get that F
fence down. Helped back on

stage. An OK sel but people
Were more intent on
removing the fence than
getting into the music. And |
don't see that the new
guitarist makes a lotta
difference

Rat Scabies, commenting
on the stage bombardment:
“I's Just Hke being back
home. "

Elvis: “I feel like Steve
McQueen when he fell off
his motor bike In the Great
Escape. ™
THE CLASH:
very much in

A band
orm.

GRAHAM PARKER AND THE RUMOUR

Strummer to the fore,
they're well together. ‘I'm
So Bored With The USA’ and
the very apt ‘The Prisoner’,
both excellent, But the gap
— the no-man's land — the
Press enclosure isn’t
helping. Strummer, in his
best French, “Why is ther
space icl?” That fence Is
rockin as much as the band.
More frantic. Strummer
leaps off the stage, runs to
the fence. The meatheads
are confused, the kids are
going wild. The hall of cans
continues. Bottles and
rocks even. Could be nasty

“This seems like & nice Ume
to sing And War’

You're the most

srateful
‘Career Opportun

‘White Riot®
The beer
cans and boltles, other
objets de festival continue
to wing stagewards but that
was one hell of @

rformance. That's oaly
third tme I've seen the
band. They're golag places

further than » vielent

Dead. ™

Hens!
“1

un see what

I

ley, hotel 2 am |
“yv-&dh
ash,

| out Hammersmith, the mad

they were talking about (he
violence Y were con-
cerned aboul the kids
fetting hurt. Really con-
cerned hvmu all due
respect, that's not what
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FRIDAY, DAY TWo

And on the second day,
behold It ralmed. Poured
down all day and night
Sleepy-eyed, eventually
make the festival site —
thanks for the lft and all the
belp, Greta look for
Noah, but he's not around.
Missed the Albion Dance
Band, but then you can't win
them all. “}nll for the
appearance of Motor (it
Mad Man Ted Nugenly
Meanwhile, backstage com-
ment: “These (‘onlfmnuh
couldn't annnIle an orgy in
a brothel. ' But they could
They can organise festivals
better than we can over
here

Belgium: country of bitter
youth. “There's no free
radio here. No chance of it.
But the Government sell
guns, Ruossia, China, all
over the world. "

Belgium: country of high
prices. Two coffees £1.50
Ham omelet, no ch,ps, £2.

Belgium: fastest moving
thing, taxi meters. Don't go
by cab in Belglum.

Mud, rain, sitting In a
marquee drinking watery
beer, pounf al very spare
ribs. Is this real? What's
happening. But walt, Is that

thunder? Loud Tumblings,
my friends, coming from a
stagewards direction .

TED NUGENT: His music

is thunderstorm le heavy
metsl. Would have been
appropriate for him (o re - do
his tank Intro. With squirrel
tail — one he shot for the
World Wildlife Fund? Halr
band to the aft and fore, he
lets rip and the kids luy him.
Jumprnu, glaring, sitting,
stratting, strutting — loo

manipulator m s busl-
ness. So do his band — CIIff
Davies on drums, Derek St
Homes on

Grange on ‘bass. Ulimate
Nugent: ‘Cat Scrateh Fever’
Death ?Kllnduuun' and
Storm Troaper’. The

trooper of heavy metal

a lot of

likes of ‘Fool's Gold' with
duelling gultars and the
modulations of ‘Harlem’ and

“Mor all you le on ba
IrlPl — ‘Thunder And
Rain', " 'Grp‘l" Blood'. Fast

ng ite Honey'.

.\Inﬁllc

‘Soft Shoes' from the first
album. Encore: had o be,
“Hold Back The Night', Wall
of sound. Up - coming
European tour bodes well for
the band.

It's wel and it's cold and
iU's late. URIAH HEEP: the
band the critics love to hate.
Love 'em or hale 'em, Heep
set that audience — that wel,

dedicated auvdience — on
fire.
Ken Hensley “Festivals

are like motor racing, you're
always watching the weath-
er to see If you've golta
change your tyres. "

First time I've seen them

| with vocalist John Lawton.

Mix not quite right to start
with. Band plagued — as
many are at Bilzen — by
monitor trouble, lack of
monitors o be precise. Take
me across the water

warms ‘em up, singalong
from ‘Salisbury’ even better.
There must be some 8,000
kids out there now, braving
the elements. It's only rock
‘n' roll. Hensley remalns

! the focal point of the band,

whether on keyboards
guitar, but Box, Boulder and
Kerslake are Integral parts.
Christ, the band are into
their 13th album.

They entertaln. ‘Easy

well rehearsed set

Livin" brings la malson
down. Mass choral response
from (' kids. Back for the
real head - basher ‘Gypsy’.
Dancing searchlights and
into the Astral planes with
more singalong and ‘Sweet
Lorraine’. Look, It's the kids
that matter and they really

ot off on Heep . . . Look,
'm wet through. And the
mud, the mud. NI's like a

bleedin’ farmyard, back
stage and front stage. Limos
grounded, trucks up o thelr
axles. All right If I miss out
on Jon Hiseman’s Colosseum
N7 After all, there's still two
daystogo. . .
SATURDAY DAY THREE
It's beginning to get a
shade confusing. Arrival of
Blue, billed as ‘Elton John's
New Discovery'. Best thing
they brin with them,
company and music apart, is
a much - needed supply of
scoteh.
Hugh Nicholson, Bloe: “1
feel sorry for th
there . .. " Lool
at (he

e

those kids today. The rain's
stopped but It lrn‘l the helght
of comfort, sittin’ out there in
all that uncomfortable mess
So the Scottish band take the
stage. 4.35 pm Saturday
Second number, ‘Gonna
Capture Your Heart' cap-
tures ‘em ere’s llke a
gentle Eagles feel o their
music. It was a hit on both
sides of the Atlantic and it's
casy to see why. Plaving to
an audience of multi
coloured umbrellas and
assorted head gear they
carry on In country - rock
vein with ‘Bring Back The
Love’ from the new album —
thoughts of Walsh and Frey
at Wembley.

They have harmonies, they
have good time music — you
need bands like these at
festivals. The tille track
from the new album ‘Another
Night Time Flight' bodes
well, but ‘I'm Alone' from the
same platter must rate as a
superior cut — at least live.
A o short set. Blue are
faced with the so - called
‘new wave' and they'll
surface on the right side.

Tan MacMillan, Blue: “I'd
like us to be really hard to
pin - point. I'd like o be
recognised all across the
board and have our numbers
covered by people from Ray
Conniff to Eric (‘Ilﬂ(on. 4

Charlie Smith, Blue:
‘““Elton’'s not the usual
millionaire. "

STANLEY CLARKE
BAND: no time for a long
review but this guy can play
the bass. Eight - piece band
including Raymond Gomez
on guitar, Peter Robinson on
keyboards and Alfie  Wil-
llams on sax. Loved the
bluesy ‘Schooldays’. An-
other time, Stan, more
space. The kids loved you

too.

Hmmm, the guy on the
disco's playlng Clapton
tracks ‘Carnlval’, ‘Sunshine
Of Your Love' and ‘Layla’.
And to think ol’ uncle Eric Is
sunning himself In Spain

IAN GILLAN BAND: The
ex - Dee Purr(lr singer and
his band — Ray Fenwick,
John Gustafson, Colin Towns
and Mark Nauseet — kicked
off with a rockin’ ‘Lucille’
followed by the gentler ‘Child

Time'. He still has a hell
of a volce and almost hit the
top In the long ‘Money
Lender’ and the screaming
‘Over The HIl', cruising
home with ‘Smoke Om The
Water'. But Gillan did not
come back for more and
afterwards was far from

ha oo
AFRosMITH: Yup, It's
America’s very own .hl;h -
energy fast - movin' hard
rock outfit. Frontman
ler'h kr:‘l:el
aggersque form
; "'-b:l foll to the

of Kramer
G

and
A- A ood

a——

THIN LIZZY set the festival alight

«mucho since the start of their

reaction from the hipples

But 1 think I'm sufferin

from rock overdose —or s |
double pneumonia? Only one
more acl tonight . .

SMALL FACES: Ineed tell
you little more aboul Steve
Marriott and friends except
they've Improved mucho

‘reunion’ tour. They had big
problems with the monitors
there weren't any

Marriott can gob further
than any punk. Marrioit:
“I'm the original punk
anyway.' Marriolt's 4th
Bilzen. They played oldies
like ‘Watcha Gonna Do ‘Bout
It', ‘Itchycoo Park’, ‘Tin
Soldier’, ‘All Or Nothing' and
material from the new
‘Playmates’ album. Best
number: ‘High “N' Happy'.
Conclusion: fun - time music,
well - rehearsed. Looks like
this band will go on for ever

SUNDAY, DAY FOUR

HORSLIPS: green drag
ons on the drum riser
Pleasant enough. Kids get
off on e Jig - sections.
Long, varied piece from ‘The

Book Of Inventions' gets
deserved lEplnuu Like-
wise the Irish history lesson,

‘The Wrath Of The Rain'.
Despite being called back for
more, the lads weren't
happy. Spokesman: “All
bands look for perfection and
you can't get that in a place
like this.” It's only rock and
roll

JOHN MILES: A small
plane is circling the site,
trailing a banner with the
legend ‘Sensational Alex
Harvey Band’. Alex who?
JM — how did he keep his
trousers so spotlessly white
in all that mud? Kicks off
with ‘House On The HOI'.
Powers through the likes of
‘Rebel’ and ‘Pull The Damn’
Thing Down' and the slower
‘Glamour Boy' from the
‘Stranger In The City'
album. The varied moods of
‘Music’ and ‘Slow Down’
complete & well - received
show. Miles Is later to put
even more action Into a
backstage beer fight with
one Phil Lynott.

Phil Lynott: “1 see my
future in musie, forever, one
way or another. Whether |
end up as an old Jazz player
In a seedy club or as a
producer, 'l see it through,
vou can't control the future

THIN LIZZY: (hunderf-
lash, gong, crash, bang, Into
‘Soldier Of Fortune’. Then
‘Jallbreak' which sends the
punters wild, followed by
‘Warriors' from the ‘Jall-
break' LP and ‘Dancin’ In
The Moonlight'. Lizzy were
the only band over the whale
four days lo get a sound
check. It was a worthwhile
exercise. Brian Robertson,

fight in Finland last week —

started to

,d it together in
the bluesy
Vou'.

SUll In Love With

But the band are happier
on the harder, faster
numbers — If Scolt's hair
gets much longer it get
tangled in his six - string —
like “The Boys Are Back In
Town' and ‘Don't Believe A
Word'. Lynott really winds
the kids up — clenched fists,
exaggerated movements,
stratting machine - gun style
with his bass. For e
young ladies on the road . . .
‘Bad Repulation’. Together
with ‘Emerald’ and ‘Rocker’
and you have, boys and girls,
the complete Thin Lizzy, a
band thal can, and did, set a
festival afire.
The second half of the set
was magic. The first half
stuttered, not helped by the
vagaries of the lighting. The
sunset — it wasn't raining
for once — and the spots
grodurrd a weird com-
ination. Yet the music won
through handsomely. But at!
the end, violence was to rear’
it's head again as the crowd
hungry for more, nmwere‘
the stage with botlles, cans
and anything that came to
hand. SUll, s'pose they had
been there for four days.
Phil Lynott: ‘““Violence,
rock ‘n' roll and sub -
cultures always go hand In
hand. Blame it on youth
versus establishment. '
SENSATIONAL ALEX
HARVEY BAND:
bill, final night.
back. Bagpipes on the PA
. . . rush from the beer tent
— now awash afler a most
amusing beer - fight — lo the
Press enclosure. But Christ,
I can hardly keep my eyes
open. Thisll be the 15th band
I've watched in four days.
You can have too much of a
good thing . . . enter Alex,
glaring as usual, dressed as
a pirate, long cutlass stuck in
his belt. Zal Cleminson made
up as usual. Starts with
‘Faith Healer’, through
‘Midnight Moses' to Del
Shannon’s ‘Runaway’
Brian Robertson: “Alex is
great. He can take the p—
out of anything. Runaway
with a Glasgow accent!"
Alex has been preparing,
n~hnnl# this new act for a
while. is Is & sort of
rehearsal for Reading. More
details then, cos 1 didn't take
a lot of this in al Bilzen. | did
stay for one more number —
‘Dance Of Love' which
features some most exotic
dancing ladies. Brian
Robertson was so busy
walching this aspect he
didn't notice the tomalo
winging through the air
land splat on his forehead.
Time quit. ght
Bilzen for the last Ume.
Final word from Alex: “King
Kong was the first rock ‘n
roller here.” Time for the

1l suffering from arm
i TR ]

long sleep . . .
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