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JIM EVANS reports from the Bilzen festival 
TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THIN 

PR111\sotT le,Lyats sr, very weird. If comes a Its weir rarest." *Aeons to Mires 11177. A .,leur day rock festival poproberr la the flat Belglaa coonstrysible - hilometrel from Brusaela, 420 tram Lowden Geogrnphic am A obit the sham. SDti DAY ONE learn' that the Sea 
are to appear are 

g oon gashed Oat. say the 
arometrrs IP W. (Pimp be 

prove =M's( 
The west is like a time 

own something between 
Woodstock and the Isle of arbor' Testa mad rasp 
Ins beer reeks, Ripples, 
yeah long aid pere. 
one And the villa,. la well 
Imo. the spirit of the 
weals - there's nothing 
the M nelirlorn to art Into - 
end. Icli. the Marl Irish.. bold -heads are 
reeling mp sad doss. the 
Mort. of the small village 
that Is Silos T-shirts, 
Math. first aid sad chips 
available al the back of the 
alas These with special 
muses. this way Oral*, 
MOW the dual stage . . 

Back stage - RUM' 
Sot, roadies edema, and for dressing nom Who's this dude la 
the specs? 
(11.113,41.1 s 

an bees rasing about. 
Elvis "No point ha keeping 
'em waning, let's get 

k " 
Feat stage. tall, barbed 

wire fear. separates the 
kits from the vast Press 
norimare which runt up In 
'the stage. herb remetewesa 
Wares eradiate =mg; 
sadleace sod performers 
maid mesa tremble. Read 
saki" 

Ss g's . . ELVIS f1PTILI.0 mad his hand, 
THE ATTRACTIONS. They 
kirk off with 'Don't Marne It 
CM Me' and rapidly move 
We I'm tinge'', both sell. 
boat songs- Not yowl. Elvis 
is angry, kr's not happy 
with Mr lighting - there 

any - sod he's sot 
happy with lb. face. " hail Is this' A 
I - - - - - prison camp: what are ail these 
Palareaffsto doing hare" Let 
the people In " 

With dead pan fare he 
fears Into `..0 Arline' and 'Merkel. Man' lie's p yang a reasonable re- spar bat "all you people 
silting at the bark, this Is 
Mal - - It'a 
1177, alas. tip'" They do, 
alighay and emur aged by the tinkles start to worts nal %ablate - torte 'main' it. 
into his Iwo hest numbers 
'Leta Than Zero' aid Red San both emollient songs 
sad rrrrrrr meats built 
emend the snualelaashlp of 
this sone tette star Not Isiggestlat nythIne. or altemptier to depart Iran 

performance, they 
red SPriagstern's 'flora . gas' after his set and It 

hod the same ring of ',Rear, Good tel sets The aolll.nliulaal punters were !martial to get iota the +thee 

organiser -This lest DOI Is MI experiment hall le art big In Belgium. 
The state.cootrolled radial. ad at ell rrrrr ous Yealivois are the only real chart the loud. have of galas to the people 

Elvis to The Doomed. "Toenail, nonage owl and Mat them " Harm refer... - 

let the Mary snethead 
blaseers safely ensconced Wahl lase barbed wire 

TIP. DAMNED I forgot 
W MISUSe, there was a than 
band so 'gewgaw after Elvis lure. one 
Patter . so rotor 
%anima sad Mends The 

heart, over the 
real µsad, and show ewes 
0. *sake Iliesear sand 
by Wads. the kids get 
MOW" finli more esrlud, 
they're rally postdate at 
that Mare sow It's 

nisins w The 
Mrs al'.la geed Ive ."6 

Tome Oa' lad 'Yoe Take 
Illy Wooer. Searchlights 
beam down from the route& tower, ginning on the wire - "Milieu, not roars the Captain before Malaise his reel rap to the crowd. Beer rams and other sundries start to fly. 'Problem Child' good, energy, excitement. etc - all y.ou've ever been told areal this music Santee. 
Jumps down from the stage - "Gel that F 
Mate down Helped hack on stage An Olt set but people were more Intent on releasing the fence than getting into the music. And I don't see that the new gultrist makes a lolls alt 

Rat Stables, commenting 
on the stage bombardment: "It's Just like being hack base." 

Elvis: "I feel like Steve 
NeQueen when he fell off 
his motor bike in the Great Escape." 

THE CLASH: A hand very much In form. 

they s.-er talking about the 
e They were run. fled about the kids Mettles! hurt. Really eon- crnerl With ell due respect that's not what you read In the Press " 

ERID 1/%1' TASO And on the second clay, behold it rained. Poured down all day and night. Sleepy-eyed, eventually make the froth& site - thank. for the lift and all the help. Greta - look for Noah, but hr's not around. Mussed the Albion Dance Band. but then you can't win them all. Walt for the appearance of Molar City Mad Man Ted Nugent Meanwhile. backstage corn. meat. "These ConUnentals couldn't organise an orgy In 
a brothel.' But they could. They ran organise festivals better than we can over here. 

Belgium. country of blUer youth "There's no free radio here. No chance of It. Rut the Gosernment sell guns, Russia, Chit.. all over the world." 
Belgium: country of high prices. Two coffees 50 limn omelet, no rh,ps, 
Belgium: fated mooing thing, taxi meters Don't go 

by cab M Belgium. 
Mud, rain, sitting in 

marquee drinking watery 
beer, poking al very spare 
ribs Is this real? What's 
happening. But wait, Is that 

likes of 'Fool's Gold' with duelling guitars and the modulations of 'Harlem' and "for all you people on had trips - 'Thunder And Rain' "'Gypsy Mood' East Slog Moto 'White Honey'. 
'Soft Shoes' from the first album. Incur, had to be, 
'Hold Rack The Night' Nall of sound. I p coming 
European tour bodes well for 
the hand. 

It's wet and it's cold and It's late URIA11 REEF'. the band the critics love to hate. 
Lose 'em or hate 'em, Heep 
set that audience -that wet. 
dedicated audience - on flee. 

Ken Hensley "Festivals 
are like motor racing, you're 
always watching the weath- 
er to see It sou've gotta 
change your tyres." 

First time I've seen them 
with vocalist John Lawton. 
Mix not quite right to start with. Band plagued - as 
many are at - by monitor trouble, lack of monitors to be precise. Take 
me across the water . 
M 

'em up, singalong 
from 'Salisbury even better. 
There must he some 0,000 
kids out there now, braving 
the elements. It's only rock 
'n' roll Hensley remains 
the focal point of the band, 
whether on keyboards or 
guitar, but Box, Boulder and 
Kerslake are Integral parts. 
(heist, the band are into 
their 13th album. 

They en rrrrr in. 'Easy 

GRAHAM PARKER AND THE RUMOUR well rehearsed 311 

Strummer to the fore, ! thunder? loud rumblings, 
they're well together. 'I'm 
So Bored With The USA' and 
the very apt The Prisoner'. 
both curliest. Rut the gap - the noRia' land - the Press enclosure isn't 
helping Strummer, In his 
best French, "Why is titer 
spare Ill!" That fence is 
rockier as mu, has the hand. 
More frantic Strummer 
leaps off the stage, runs to 
the fare The me fatheads 
are confused, the kids are goat wild The hall of cans 
continue% Bottles and 
rocks even (toad hr nasty 
"This seems like nice time 
to sing 'Hale And Mar' 
You're the most grateful 
audience Once the Grateful 
Dead 'Career (Marta rails by Mladventure and 'White Riot' - 'storm Trooper'. The storm playing a blinder The beer ! trooper of heavy metal made ray and bottles, other a lot of friends at Sitar abide de 'nailed continue Remember he started out In clog stage* suds but that the late sixties with the then was one bell of . ialled runt outfit the Amhny 
pipe 'for maw.. That's oat, 

' 

Daffy 
the third time 'I've sees the 0 pleat les chats et les hand !they're Kola ht.'''. GRAHAM further than violent PAM(' R AND THE RI Belgian village MOCK: Does he read!, need Are Healey, hotel 2 am those au wroWere Mell rehearsed, le!gelber, song old and new where does Unfit Illtie ea g.. soother. the. deep vol from' Boentloo,n 

questions laird ealay the 

teen what 
they're oil shoot tri. al' 
bask from Medea and It 
was all h tam. Into the bar Om wow, 

my friends, corning from a 
atagewards direction . 

TED NUGENT: Ills music 
Is thunderstorm style heavy 
metal Would have been 
appropriate for him to re do 
his tank intro. With squirrel 
tall - one he shot for the 
World Wildlife Fund? Hair 
hand to the all and fore, he 
lets rip and the kids It. him. 
Jumping, glaring, sitting, 
strolling, strutting - look 
out Hammersmith, the mad 
manipulator means bust. 
mess. S. do his band - Cliff 
Daisies on drums, Derek St 
Domes on guitar and Rob Groner On bass. Ultimate Nugent: 'Cal Scratch fever' 

Hale" brings timelier. 
down. Mass choral response 
from kids. Back for the 
real head hasher 'Gypsy'. 
Dancing searchlights and 
into the Astral planes with 
more sIngalong and 'Sweet 
lorraine'. look, It's the kids 
that matter and they really 
got off on Heel, . . look, 
I'm wet through And the 
mud, the mud. It's like a 

bieedin' farmyard, back 
stage and front stage. Limos 
grounded, trucks up to their 
axles. Ail right Il I miss out 
On Jon Iliseman's Colosseum 
11' After all, there's still two 
days logo . . 

SATURDAY DAY THREE 
It's beginning to gel a 

shade confusing. Arrival of 
glue, billed as 'Elton John's 
New Discovery'. Hest thing 
they bring will, them, 
company and music apart. Is 
a much needed supply of 
scotch, 

Hugh Nicholson, Moe: "I 
feel sorry for the people out 
there ." looking around I the mud and chaos hark 
stage. "'tritium forms a really grey country. Have 
we got any wellies? Lf Elton was here his roadies would be going round In gold 'Er embossed boots" 
lakeI1 

1.0 .L Right, it' going to omethlog to rouse 

THIN Lien, the festival alight 
those kids today. The rain's 
stopped but II ain't the height 
of comfort, sittin out there In 
all that uncomfortable mess 
So the Scottish hand lake the 
stage. 1 35 pm Saturday. 
Second number, 'Gonna 
Capture Your Hear rap. 
torts 'ern There's like a 
gentle Eagles feel to their 
music It was a hit on both 
sides of the Atlantic and it's 
easy to see why Playing to 
an audience of multi 
coloured umbrellas and 
assorted head gear they 
carry on In country rock 
vein with 'Bring Back The 
lose' from the new album - 
thoughts of Walsh and Frey 
al Wembley. 

They hose harmonies, they 
have good lime music - you 
need bands like these al 
testis ats. The Lille track 
from the new album 'Another 
Night Time Flight' bodes 
well, but 'I'm Alone' from the 
same platter must rate as a 
superior cut - at least Use 
A too short net. Blue are 
faced with the so called 
'new wave' and they'll 
surface on the right side. 

Ian MacMillan, Blue: "I'd 
like us to be really hard to 
pin point. I'd like to he 
recognised all across the 
hoard and hose our numbers 
coyered by people from Ray 
Conniff to Eric (lepton." 

Charlie Smith, Blue: "Eiton's not the usual 
millionaire." 

STANLEY CLARKE 
BAND: no time for a long 
review but this guy ran play 
the bass. Eight piece hand 
Including Raymond Gomez 
on guitar, Peter Robinson on 
keyboards and Nile 1411. 
liams on sax. Loved the 
bluely 'Schooldays'. An. 
other time, Stan, more 
space The kids loved you 
too 

!Unmet, the guy on the 
disco's playing Clanton 
tracks 'Carnival', 'Sunshine 
Of Your Love' and 'Leyte. 
And to think of uncle Eric Is 
sunning himself In Spain 

. . 

IAN GILLAN BAND: The 
ex Deep Purple singer and 
his hand - Ray Fennicis, 
John Gustafson, Conn Towns 
and Mark Nauseet - kicked 
off with a roc bdn"Luf tile' 
followed by the gentler 'Child 
In Time' lie still has hell 
of a voice and almost hit the 
lop in the long 'Money 
Lender' and the screaming 
'Over The Hill', cruising 
home with 'Smoke On The 
Water' But (Allan did not 
come lock for more and 
afterwards was far from 
happy . 

AEROSMITII: Vogt, It's 
America's very own high 
energy fast mein' hard 
rock outfit. Erontman 
Stephen Tyler to Jerking 
J rrrrr seise form, Joe 
Perry's lead guitar foil to the 
rhythm of Kramer and 
Whitman. Loud. Good 

real thin from the hippies 
But I think I'm suffering 
from rock overdose -or tail 
double pneumonia' Only one 
more art tonight . 

SMALL FACES: I nerd tell 
you little more about Steve 
Marriott and friends except 
they're Improved much° 
moth° since the start of their 
'reunion' tour. They had big 
problems with the monitors - there weren't any 
Marriott can gob further 
than any punk Marriott: "I'm the original punk anyway." !Marriott's Ith 
Bitten. They played oldies 
like 'Watch Gonna Do 'Rout 
IC. hymn Park', 'Tin 
Soldier', 'All Or Nothing' and material from the new 
'Playmates' album. Best 
number. 'High Happy*. 
Conclusion. fun lime music, 
well rehearsed. lama like 
this band will go on for ever 

SUNDAY, DAY FOUR 

HORSLIPS: green drag 
ens on the drum riser 
Pleasant enough. Kids get 
off on the jig sections 
Long, varied piece from 'The 
Rook Of Inv entices' gets 
deserved applause Like- 
wise the Irish history lesson, 
'The Wrath Of The Rain'. 
Despite being called hack for 
more, the lads weren't 
happy. Spokesman. "AU 
hands look for perfection and 
you can't get that in a place 
like this." It's only rock and 
roll. 

JOHN MILES: A small 
plane is circling the site, 
trailing a banner with the 
legend 'Sensational Alex 
Harvey Band' Alex who" 
JM - how did he keep his 
trousers so spotlessly white 
In all that mud? Kirks off 
with 'House On The 
Powers through the likes of 
'Rebel' and 'Pull The Damn' 
Thing Down' and the slower 
'Glamour Hoy' from the 
'Stranger In The City' 
album The sorted moods of 
'Music' and 'Slow Down' 
complete well received 
show Miles Is later to put 
even more action into a 
backstage beer fight with 
one Phil Lynott. 

Phil Lynott: "I see my 
future In mask, foresee, one 
way or another. Whether I 
end up as an old Mix player 
in a seedy club or as a 
producer, Ili see It through, 
you can't control the future 

. . 

THIS TIZZY! thunder( - 
lash, gong, crash. hang, Into 
'Soldier Of Fortune' Then 
'Jailbreak' which sends the 
punters wild, followed by 
Warriors' from the 'J11 - 

break' 1.1' and 'Damn.' In 
The Moonlight' tiny were 
the only band over the whole 
four days to get a sound 
check. It was a worthwhile 

Ise Brian Robertson, 
still suffering from arm 
trouble - not helped by 

fight In Finland last week - 
started to gel It together In 
the bluely 'SUIT In lane With 

But the hand are happier 
on the harder, faster 
numbers - If Sroll's hair 
gets much longer 1111 get 
tangled in his SIN string - 
like 'The Boys Are Back In 
Town' and 'Don't Believe A 
Word'. I ynoU really winds 
the kids up - clenched fists, 
exaggerated movements, 
strolling mar Aloe gun style 
with his has. For all the 
young ladies on the road . . 

'Bad Reputation'. Together 
with 'Emerald' and 'Rocker' 
and you have, boys and girls, 
the complete Thin Lilly. 
hand that can, and did, set a 
festival afire. 

The second half of the set 
was magic The first half 
stuttered, not helped by the 
wearies of the lighting The 
sunset - it wasn't raining 
for once - and the spots 
produced a select cam. 
hination Yet the music won 
through handsomely Rut at 
the end, violence was to rear 
it's head again as the crowd, 
hungry for more, showered 
the stage with bottles, tans 
and anything that came to 
hand. Still, s'pose they hod 
been there for four flays. 

Phil 1.ynott. "A inlets, e. 
rock h roll and sub 
cultures always go hand In 
hand. Blame It on youth 
versus establishment." 

SENSATIONAL ALEX 
HARVEY BAND: top of the 
hill, final night. Alex Is 
back. Bagpipes un the PA 
. . rush from the beer tent - now awash after a most 
amusing beer fight -to the 
Press enclosure. But Christ, 
I ran hardly keep my eyes 
open. This'll be the 15th band 
I've watched in four days. 
You can have too much of a 
good thing . . enter Alex, glaring as usual, d d as 
a pirate, long cutlass stuck In 
his hell. Tel Cleminson made 
- up as usual. Starts with 'Faith Healer', through 
'Midnight Moses' to Del 
Shannon's 'Runaway' 

Brian Robertson. ' klex Is 

drat. He can take the P- - 
ut of anything. Runaway 

with &Glasgow accent!" 
Alex has been preparing, 

rehearsing this new art for 
while. This is a sort of 
rehearsal for Reading More 
details then, cos !didn't take 
a lot of this In al Mien. I did 
slay for oar more number - 
'Dace Of lose' which 
features some most ...alit 
dancing ladies Brian 
Robertson was so busy 
watching this aspect be 
didn't notice the linnet° 
winging through the ale to 
land spiel on his forehead 

Time "it. Goodnight 
Mita for the last Ume 
Final word from Alex: "King 
Kong was the first rock 'n' 
roller here." Time for the 
long sleep, 
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