The Locarno

Pete Clemon's article for the Coventry Telegraph - this time on The
Locarno (later known as Tiffanys and now of course Coventry Central
library)

Readable text below the graphics.

ROCX fan Pete Clemons recalls
when The Locarno! Tiffasy’s
put Coventry on the map as 3
major music venwe and a
must-play for big name bands.

Pete, who is compiling 3
history of the Gty’s music scene,
recalls when the buidin
rocked from the 60s to the 80s

during its pre-library days.
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THE recent death of Donald Duck’
Dunn, bass player for Booker T and
the MGy, had me casting my mind
back ond reminiscing abewt ene of
Coventry's major dance halls - The
Lacarma/Titany's.

The liak, a0 tesmcus as it is, buing
the fact that for & time Booker TS b
record “Time is Tight' would welcome
in the Degianing of another night of
dancing and frivelity at the veuan,

For those 100 you 3§ 10 Tememtar
The Locarzo was the anightspet i
the ¢ty centre that operated lrom
the upstairs room where the main
Coventry libzary now is Jowover
you didot anter It via the docrway
that 2ow axists. The eotrance was o
the bottom of & tall glass strium
type tower that coce stood in the
centre of Smubford Way, It was
linked %o the main bullding st lep
flooe vl by & glazed bridge cus
walkthrough

This old dance ball Is arguably &
important of any venue Covenlry
bas ovor had. Over the years the hst
of l've acts thet appeared thece
whethar it s visiting the clty cea lo-
Gl band, quite shmply reads like 2
who's who of Deitish svasic. The his-
tory Is quite staggering and | can
on.y touch oa M hece

The Locarno was run by the Mecca
Lelsare Group who, Suriag the
19408 and 70, weore at the focelzont
of the extertainment industry in the
UK. They ras clubs and biago kalls
wp and down Lhe country and staged
TV peegrasames such as Come
Danciag asd Miss World. At their
peak they owned 80+ similar dance
‘\ ls. The group opened the Locar

00 in Coventry duriag Asgast 1960
and, despite & name change In the
mid 1970s 10 Tiffany’s. contisned %0
opersts through to May 1081

Initially it staged regulas Priday
and Seturday dances led by the big
bands such ss the Harry Gray O
chostrs but it did not take loeg for
the then p-)f«.lu jaxe and ‘pep’ acts
to jamp on Soard with early coe off
concerts by Xeney Ball and his jaszs
me. Shane Fealon and Screaming
Laod Satch

For the majocity of its 20 yoars The
Lacarno was, in the maln, s cance
ball but it did play host to and s
widely remembered for namercus
and seme quise logendary events
One such event was held oo October
22 1900 whez Jjolin Mayslls Blues-
besakers, | sssume with bad guitas-
kst Petar Green who had earlior that
year replaced Eric Claplon. along
with Raapie Joacs and the Bhae Jays
bald what was thought 10 be Coven
try's flzst “all nighter’ ot the venue

Although l}-l!L’ indesd Leen 2
all night event | can salely say it was
st the Gl’!'.. rl" _"““‘l Ou:)l: o
Friday May 19 1961 The Clyde Val-
bey Stompers. & New Orleans styled
jazz band fron Glasgow played an

aveot that ended not long before the
shops cpened on the fellowing Set-
srdsy meorming

e rest of the 19005 also s The
Lecarns duild a rich history of sme off
coocurts 43 the Lkes of The Wha, The
Soall Faces, The Yardburds, Man fred
Maan, Ve and Tina Turner and many
ssany cthees all appeased thate

Tis rich vein of talent kept com-
ing as the 19703 « witie sed where
the 608 Joit off by staging concerts
by reck bands such s Plak Foyd,
Slade, Mott the Hoople. Padas Priese,
Hawkwisd and Led Zeppelin In
fact the Led Zappelin gig was lnter-
rapted by & bomb scarv. Apparently
the anly perica who refused to leave
the venue was Robert Plant who 46
eventually gt his way and wes able
to rosum and Finach the gig

BLOWING INTO TOWN. UB40 and
ettt Kenny B8

Even local bend Licutensnt Pigeos
plaved » gz thery ot the beight of
their popularity whea they Rit the
top with Mouldy Old Deugh'.

he very early 16705 also saw, for a
couple of years, regular Sunday
svening visits by the finest of Irisk
show bands. Maunce Lyoch. Hank
Locklis and The Avona and others
all sppeared there after the irish 32
club relocated to the vense from the
rocently closed Orchid Ballrooe

Chuck Berry alse made an appear-
ance In fact Chuck's hit single ‘My
Ding » Ling' was recorded ot The
Locame during Chuck’s 172 Brit
ish tous. A couple of other trecks
‘Johnnie 8 Goode and “Reelin and
Rockln' slso appear on an albues
called The London Chuck Berry
Sessions. Chuck rarely. | ever, gave
encores 8o at the end of the slburs
voui can hear the Coventry crowd
poicg mad for more snd a0 v
ecancement that the show was over

and tha Piak Fleyd were playing
later and the room Sad 10 Be st up
for 1hen

Radio 1 cedebrities Noel Ed munds
Dave Lao Travis and Johnoy Walker
all did gige #2 the 19708 saw guest
Dis 6o one nighters. And while men
tioning Dijs.
thing 1o menti x the fact that
2 Walorman spnt 13 years (el
alng the records.
Aspunk rock / new wave then sk
look hold of the couatry toward the
end of the 19705 and 1210 the carly
1980 it became almost compulsocy
for the bands to play Tiffany's. This
period saw The Clash. The Stran
glors, XTC, Hlondie. The Spocials
The Selecter, UBAO and The Under
toses all hold court, The list was
almos! endiess a5 1NMany s becanme
one of 1he nation's meamor venues

It is Beldbsved 2o be the chub that s
made infamous by and referved to in
the Speciaks song Friday Night and
Saturday Moczisg’. Aod if ho ever
puts on another axhibition then e
sure o cateh renswaed phosoges
pher John Coles priceless photo-
grapis lroen this period

Az [ spid, | have cnly touched on
sart of the story of The Locarpo. |
Mve Dot even mentioned the Bali

ther ooleworthy

Hal bar, the revelving stage. t1he
many resddont Bands, ks Maach
e sessions of the glatter Sall

And whesever | visit the lideary
end | imagine | am aet alone, my
mind wanders back to 2 time when
Lhat rooms was full of masic and 18e

dance flooe aad balconles full of
revellors. The complete antithosis of
how it Is wsed powadiays

The Coventry nightspot where crowds danced to rock legends;
YOUR nostalgia ROCK fan Pete Clemons recalls when The
Locarno/ Tiffany's put Coventry on the map as a major music

venue and a must-play for big name bands. Pete, who is

compiling a history of the city's music scene, recalls when the

building rocked from the 60s to the 80s during its pre-library

days.

THE recent death of Donald 'Duck’' Dunn, bass player for Booker T and the
MG's, had me casting my mind back and reminiscing about one of

Coventry's major dance halls - The Locarno/Tiffany's.

The link, as tenuous as it is, being the fact that for a time Booker T's hit

record "Time is Tight' would welcome in the beginning of another night of

dancing and frivolity at the venue.

For those too young to remember, The Locarno was the nightspot in the

city centre that operated from the upstairs room where the main Coventry

library now is. However, you didn't enter it via the doorway that now

exists. The entrance was at the bottom of a tall glass atrium type tower that
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once stood in the centre of Smithford Way. It was linked to the main
building at top floor level by a glazed bridge cum walkthrough.

This old dance hall is arguably as important of any venue Coventry has
ever had. Over the years the list of live acts that appeared there, whether it
is visiting the city or a local band, quite simply reads like a who's who of
British music. The history is quite staggering and I can only touch on it
here.

The Locarno was run by the Mecca Leisure Group who, during the 1960s
and 70s, were at the forefront of the entertainment industry in the UK.
They ran clubs and bingo halls up and down the country and staged TV
programmes such as Come Dancing and Miss World. At their peak they
owned 80+ similar dance halls. The group opened the Locarno in Coventry
during August 1960 and, despite a name change in the mid 1970s to
Tiffany's, continued to operate through to May 1981.

Initially it staged regular Friday and Saturday dances led by the big bands
such as the Harry Gray Orchestra but it did not take long for the then
popular jazz and 'pop' acts to jump on board with early one off concerts by
Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen, Shane Fenton and Screaming Lord Sutch.

For the majority of its 20 years The Locarno was, in the main, a dance hall
but it did play host to and is widely remembered for numerous and some
quite legendary events. One such event was held on October 22 1966 when
John Mayalls Bluesbreakers, I assume with lead guitarist Peter Green who
had earlier that year replaced Eric Clapton, along with Ronnie Jones and
the Blue Jays held what was thought to be Coventry's first 'all nighter' at
the venue. Although that had indeed been an all night event I can safely say
it was not the first. Five years earlier, on Friday May 19 1961 The Clyde
Valley Stompers, a New Orleans styled jazz band from Glasgow played an
event that ended not long before the shops opened on the following
Saturday morning.



The rest of the 1960s also saw The Locarno build a rich history of one off
concerts as the likes of The Who, The Small Faces, The Yardbirds, Manfred
Mann, Ike and Tina Turner and many many others all appeared there.

This rich vein of talent kept coming as the 1970s continued where the 60s
left off by staging concerts by rock bands such as Pink Floyd, Slade, Mott
the Hoople, Judas Priest, Hawkwind and Led Zeppelin. In fact the Led
Zeppelin gig was interrupted by a bomb scare. Apparently the only person
who refused to leave the venue was Robert Plant who did eventually get his
way and was able to resume and finish the gig.

Even local band Lieutenant Pigeon played a gig there at the height of their
popularity when they hit the top with 'Mouldy Old Dough'.

The very early 19770s also saw, for a couple of years, regular Sunday
evening visits by the finest of Irish show bands. Maurice Lynch, Hank
Locklin and The Avons and others all appeared there after the Irish 32 club
relocated to the venue from the recently closed Orchid Ballroom.

Chuck Berry also made an appearance.

In fact Chuck's hit single 'My Ding a Ling' was recorded at The Locarno
during Chuck's 1972 British tour. A couple of other tracks 'Johnnie B
Goode' and 'Reelin and Rockin' also appear on an album called The
London Chuck Berry Sessions. Chuck rarely, if ever, gave encores so at the
end of the album you can hear the Coventry crowd going mad for more and
an announcement that the show was over and that Pink Floyd were playing
later and the room had to be set up for them.

Radio 1 celebrities Noel Edmunds, Dave Lee Travis and Johnny Walker all
did gigs as the 1970s saw guest DJs do one nighters. And while mentioning
DJs, another noteworthy thing to mention, is the fact that Pete Waterman



spent 12 years their spinning the records.

As punk rock / new wave then ska took hold of the country toward the end
of the 1970s and into the early 1980s it became almost compulsory for the
bands to play Tiffany's. This period saw The Clash, The Stranglers, XTC,
Blondie, The Specials, The Selecter, UB40 and The Undertones all hold
court. The list was almost endless as Tiffany's became one of the nation's
major venues.

It is believed to be the club that is made infamous by and referred to in the
Specials song 'Friday Night and Saturday Morning'. And if he ever puts on
another exhibition then be sure to catch renowned photographer John
Coles priceless photographs from this period.

As I said, I have only touched on part of the story of The Locarno. I have
not even mentioned the Bali Hai bar, the revolving stage, the many
resident bands, the lunch time sessions or the glitter ball.

And whenever I visit the library, and I imagine I am not alone, my mind
wanders back to a time when that room was full of music and the dance
floor and balconies full of revellers. The complete antithesis of how it is

used nowadays.
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