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Top 10 punk/new wave gigs at Eric's - as
chosen by the man behind LIMF's Eric's to
Evol concerts

Marc Jones, From Eric’s To Evol music director, takes us through his top 10 gigs at the
legendary venue, from The Clash to Adam and the Ants

By Kirsty McHale & Marc Jones
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Liverpool International Music Festival returns next weekend, and as well as a host of

live music on the Sefton Park stages, the festival also brings with it a number of other

celebrations and commissions.

Liverpool club promoter Marc Jones has curated From Eric’s To Evol , which looks at 40

years of Liverpool's counter-culture and underground music scene, and includes a
conversation panel, and two gigs next weekend at Arts Club and O2 Academy.

Here, Marc takes us through his top 10 gigs at Eric's and beyond...

1. The Clash, 5 May 1977

Liverpool's favourite punk band - no contest. This was unanimously voted the most
important gig in Liverpool's punk and new wave history.

It has been picked out by people such as Bernie Connor and Dave Balfe (Teardrop
Explodes & Food Records) as well as Julian Cope, lan McCulloch and Pete Wylie who
formed 'The Crucial Three' that night. Indeed, Pete Wylie recently stated: "That day

everything changed... nothing in Liverpool was ever the same again."



The Clash were like gods in Liverpool, and not only did they have the songs, they looked
fantastic and had the politics to back it up. Over the years the Clash played Eric's again,
Mountford Hall, Royal Court and every scouser's second Welsh holiday home - Deeside Ice
Rink!

2. Ramones and Talking Heads, 19 May 1977

The first Ramones album was probably the first proper punk record anybody ever bought
in Liverpool, and they also created one of the era's defining looks with their NY street punk
image - leather jackets, split jeans and white pumps, a look very much back in vogue in
2016!

Ramones played Blitzkrieg-fast two-minute songs. 1,2,3,4 was the intro to most songs and
they could play 30 songs in an hour!

Supported by another US punk band, Talking Heads, two-band bills don't come any better

than this... the Pinheads met the Psycho Killers! This gig was famously captured on



photograph by lan Dickson.
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3. Sex Pistols, 15 October 1976
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This gig certainly didn't have the same impact as the Pistol's Free Trade Hall gigs in
Manchester - in fact it almost went unnoticed as there were only about 50 people there
(punk rock really didn't explode until around 1977).
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Eric's had only just opened on 1 October, and among the first bands to play were the
Runnaways and the Stranglers. But on 15 October, the infamous Sex Pistols pogo'ed their

way into town.

Roy White, who was in punk band Berlin and went onto to form White & Torch in the 80s,
has amazing memories of the night. The gig was 50p or £1, but it wasn't very full - half the
room were really cool kids and the other half were students (Roger Eagle and Ken Testi
had offered cheap admission for students).

| always remember the anger, intimidation and energy of the band, and Johnny Rotten in
particular. Jayne Casey, Holly Johnston, Paul Rutherford, Pete Burns and Lynne Burns were

all in attendance that night.

4. The Cramps and Nightmares In Wax, 8 March 1980
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Doreen Allen was the door girl at Eric's and worked in the club every day from the day it

opened to the day it closed in March 1980. She later owned Planet X, the famous
alternative and goth club, but she's famous for being very kind on the door at Eric's and
letting many of Liverpool's fledgling pop stars in for free.

She picks out the B-52s at Eric's, but also The Cramps, who played there twice. So many

people loved this band with their mutant punk rockabilly sound.

Firstly, they were supported by Pink Military with Jayne Casey, and Nightmares in Wax with
Pete Burns (who went on to become Dead or Alive). Doreen picks out the second show as
the most memorable as it was a week before the club was raided, and was one of the last

shows ever before the club shut its doors forever.

5. Joy Division, 11 August 1979
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Nearly everybody told me | should definitely pick a Joy Division gig, but there's a lot of
debate as to which was the most memorable.

The obvious choice is the gig at Mountford Hall with the Buzzcocks in October 1979,
because it is the one most people went to. But for sheer brilliance, most people picked the

last two gigs Joy Division played at Eric's in August of that year.

Because of Roger Eagle's Manchester connections, many Manchester bands headed down
the M62 to Eric's almost weekly, and Joy Division were no exception. Pete Hook said
recently: "We were just as much at home in Liverpool as we were in Manchester."

Unfortunately, lan Curtis had a fit at the evening show, which meant he had to go off stage

for a couple of numbers, but most people agree the matinée show was out of this world!




READ MORE

» Eric's, Dafna, Caz, Duncan... who are the people behind the names of Merseyside's
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6. lggy Pop, 21 April 1979

lggy Pop was the godfather of punk. He had been in the seminal American proto punk
band The Stooges and his solo stuff had been produced by his friend David Bowie.

lggy Pop is one of the great punk front men of all time - he tore his clothes, cut himself by
accident on stage but has a mesmerising stage presence, like some weird punk
mannequin!

So he finally got to play Eric's on his 32nd Birthday in 1979, and that day he played two
pulverising sets, one in the evening and a matinée where the audience spontaneously
burst into 'Happy Birthday' which made him grin from cheek to cheek.

He shook Jayne Casey's hand and she has not washed it since.

Interestingly Iggy played the Royal Court on 7 July 1981, the night of the Toxteth Riots, and
could only play eight songs. The gig was curtailed and Liverpool was up in flames. Dead Or
Alive played the next night.

7. The Slits, 20 August 1977



So caught here between the Slits and X Ray Spex in 1979, but I've gone for the Slits
because every time they played Eric's it was like a special punky reggae party.

One of the greatest things about punk was that it was the girls who found themselves in
bands kicking against the macho posturing of aging rockers. For the first time women
were empowered to get on stage - and sometimes kick the boys off them!

It was a sea of change and there were so many strong female characters who were truly
great performers - Poly Styrene from X Ray Spex, Fay Fife from the Rezillos, Pauline Black
from the Selecter, as well as Jayne Casey from Big In Japan and Pink Military. And of
course, the all-girl band the Slits, who played Eric's on a number of occasions.

8. Dead Kennedys, 29 September 1980

The Kennedys played three Liverpool gigs between 1980 and 1982. They played Brady's
(formerly Eric's) in 1980, the Royal Court in 1981 and Warehouse in 1982. We could have
picked any of the three gigs because they were all incendiary.

Jello Biafra was an incredible front man with a very distinct vocal style. Highly politicised
from the US, the Dead Kennedys were famous for songs like California Uber Alles and

Holidays in Cambodia. They were a brilliant live band and one of best punk bands ever.

Special mention here to Fugazi (featuring lan Mackaye) who were an equally important
punk band from the States who played Planet X and the Bluecoat in the late 1980s.



9. Siouxsie and Banshees, Human League and Spizz Oil, 22
November 1978

Siouxsie was another important figure in the Liverpool nascent punk scene, even though
she was from London - she married Spitfire Boys / Big In Japan drummer Budgie who

came from St. Helens.

One of the infamous Bromley Contingent, she appeared on that notorious episode of the

Grundy show but played many fantastic shows in Liverpool, including one very famous



secret gig at Brady's under the pseudonym of Janet & the Icebergs.

Mountford Hall put on many brilliant gigs in this period including the Clash, Bauhaus,
Magazine, Buzzcocks and many Liverpool bands who went onto be huge.

» David Bowie dead - Liverpool music community reacts to legend's death

10. Adam and the Ants, 9 November 1980

Before he was a dandy highwayman or Prince Charming, Adam and the Ants were a
brutal, tribal and highly sexualised post punk band. Their gigs were dark, violent affairs -
legendary Liverpool roadie Boxhead lost his two front teeth fighting at an Ants gig.

They played Eric's four times between 1977 and 1979, and all were magnificent in their
intensity. However, the band split with one half going to form Bow Wow wow going while
Adam Ant went onto pop stardom.

| picked this gig because Adam and the Ants had just broken massively with Kings of The
Wild Frontier and Ant Music. This gig was originally put into Brady's but the success of the
band meant they had to do a matinée and evening show at the Royal Court.

It was an amazing gig with a real culture clash between the punks who had come to see
their beloved Adam and the Ants, and the teenage girls screaming for the handsome guy

with white tape across his nose and a hussars jacket.



You can buy tickets for the From Eric's to Evol events at the LIMF website .

i Like 137K echowhatson

Y Follow @EchoWhatsOn

Subscribe to our What's On newsletter

PROMOTED STORIES

Tab9%la Feed

Move Your Audience With Taboola Video - Start Now
TABOOLA VIDEO SPONSORED

Sponsored Links

Moving To Australia? Ship Your Belongings For Cheap Here

MOVE TO AUSTRALIA | SAVING HUB

9 Stupid Things To Do With Your Credit Card

BUSINESSBUZZO

Great Harwood: Free energy for houseowners!
UK ENERGY SOLUTION SPONSORED

Sponsored Links

Hilarious Students That The Internet Can’t Get Enough Of

UNIVERSITYFOX



Here's How Much A Stair Lift Should Cost

RECOMMENDED

Widnes nail bar owner jailed for sexually assaulting customers
CHESTER CHRONICLE

A very special ladies night is coming to Cardiff
WALES ONLINE

PROMOTED STORIES

Tab%la Feed

15 uses of toothpaste you didn't know about

Sponsored

Sponsored Links

This $99 Drone Might Be The Most Amazing Invention In 2018

People of Great Harwood Have You Had PPI? Check Here

20 Most Daring Bridges in the World

Sponsored



Sponsored Links

Cyber Monday 2018: How to Score the Best Deals

CYBER MONDAY | SEARCH ADS

10 Things You Didn’t Know About Michelle Obama

FINGUIDE.INFO

RECOMMENDED

Leeds United's expected starting Xl to face Reading as Pontus Jansson misses out
again
LEEDS LIVE

Gambler told pensioners their home would be destroyed by a 'fireball’
NOTTINGHAM POST

EP Comments

Write a comment...

Sort Comments

Sponsored Links



Incredible Funeral Plan Sweeps Great Harwood

Top Racing Video Games of All Time

25 Hairstyles That Will Make You Look Younger

RECOMMENDED

Stephen Kenny believes the Republic of Ireland players will buy into his philosophy
DUBLIN LIVE

New Gerard Butler movie The Vanishing to shine light on mystery of Scots lighthouse
keepers
SCOTLAND NOW

Sponsored Links

Your Child Will Love This Wearable Controller, Keyboard & Mouse

10 Cancerous Foods That We Eat Daily - Criplub

13 Ways to Reduce Stress and Gain More Focus at Work

7 Foods That Can Drastically Improve Your Blood Platelet Count! Start Having
Them Now!



RECOMMENDED

£500,000 worth of damage caused as police investigate serious arson in Barking

ESSEX LIVE

Annie Lennox on #MeToo movement and why feminism must include men and boys

SCOTLAND NOW

10 Best Walk-In Tubs of 2018

Find Your Zen at These 8 Luxurious Spa Resorts

Very fast and prestigious car

30 Foods You Can Eat And Not Gain Weight

Michelle Obama’s Most Spectacular Looks Ever

15 Of the Best Workouts If You Hate Exercise

Sponsored Links

Sponsored Links



Women's Walk Turns Into Ultimate Nightmare After Releasing Eagle From...

Sponsored

RECOMMENDED

Chelsea midfielder set for January exit as Manchester United target reveals dream
move
BIRMINGHAM MAIL

The cheapest and the most expensive McDonald's restaurants in Leicester revealed
LEICESTER MERCURY

Sponsored Links

50 Cars You Could Lose Money On If You Buy

10 Most Expensive Cars Ever Sold At Auction

19 of The Most Friendly Cities In The World

Sponsored

7 Most Haunted Colleges In The U.S. That’ll Make You Reconsider Dorm Life

Sponsored




MORE ON

Liverpool International Music Festival David Bowie Pete Burns Toxteth Riots
PROMOTED STORIES

6 Early Warning Signs of Brain Tumor You Shouldn’t Ignore!
Trending Videos

17 Trucks With Best Fuel Mileage

Best-Cars.info

Who Is Michael Jordan's New Wife?

FinanceBlvd

Look Up Your Name to See If You're Owed a PPI Payout
PPl Wise

Sponsored Links by Taboola

WHAT'S ON

TOP STORIES>

LIVERPOOL FC TRANSFER NEWS

Liverpool news and transfers LIVE - Origi Merseyside
derby delight, Klopp apologises for celebration, Solanke
linked with Premier League rivals

EVERTON FC TRANSFER NEWS

Everton news and transfers LIVE - Silva slams Klopp,
Pickford apologises, Merseyside derby fallout



A message to Danny Mills - and other hypocrites who are
wrong about Jurgen Klopp

Police investigating missiles being thrown onto Anfield
pitch during Liverpool's Merseyside derby win over
Everton

Stylish and stubborn Everton are team transformed - and
show similar qualities to Man City

Jamie Carragher sums up Liverpool derby win with one
perfect word

Marco Silva says Andre Gomes is loving his time at
Everton



The truth about Mohamed Salah's 'quiet' Merseyside
derby for Liverpool - but Jurgen Klopp's substitutions
MUST be trusted

Police issue update on man hit by train at Kirkdale
yesterday

Man injured with 'unknown implement' during incident
outside city pub

Food hampers and cash vouchers to be handed to
hundreds of struggling Liverpool families - this is who will
be given them

Grieving and sick family are so unlucky they think they've

haan Fiivead



NEWS WHAT'S ON

SPORT IN YOUR AREA

LIVERPOOL FC EVERTON FC

CELEBS BUSINESS
FOLLOW US

0 ®
@ E The Trust Project

InYourArea = NearlyThereYet = Discount Codes @ BuySell = ThePools @ Find a Therapist = Our RSS feeds
Contact Us = AboutUs = Work forus = Advertise with us =~ Public Notices = Bingo = Buy a Photo
How to Complain = Corrections & Clarifications = Google Survey = Reader Panel = Terms & Conditions

Privacy Policy = © 2018 a Reach plc subsidiary






