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Did You See Punk Band The Clash At Guildford

Civic Hall in 19777

Published on: 12 Feb, 2019
Updated on: 74 Feb, 2019

A music fan and freelance writer who grew up in Shalford wants to
hear from people who went to punk band the Clash’s gig at
Guildford Civic Hall on May 1, 1977.
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Writer Malcolm Wyatt.

Malcolm Wyatt, who now lives in Lancashire, is hoping readers will have
memories of the gig. It was the first date of a UK tour that featured other
emerging punk bands and included the Buzzcocks, Subway Sect, the Slits, and
the Prefects.

Malcolm says: “The Jam were also set to feature, but a fall-out followed
between Clash manager Bernard Rhodes and the Jam’s manager John Weller,
father of singer and guitarist Paul Weller, prevented that.

“While it was the Clash’s second punk package tour, this time they were
headlining. And as roadie and friend of the band Robin Banks put it, recalling
that first night, ‘We couldn’t believe what was happening to us. We looked out
into the auditorium at all the people packed in there. Suddenly it was like the
dream of becoming rock stars had come true.”

There is a fair amount of detail about the tour from musicians’ memories that
can be found in music books, while Malcolm is particularly interested to hear
from music fans.
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THE CLASH

MALCOLM WYATT

Cover of Malcolm Wyatt’s book This Day in Music’s Guide to The Clash.

Malcolm has written and had published his own book about the band

titled This Day in Music’s Guide to The Clash. He adds: “I'd like to follow this
book up with an ‘I Was There’ style book on the band, and already have
memories of that visit to Guildford in writing.

“One example is that of Steve Smith of Guildford band the Vapors who worked
in the loading bay at Debenhams in Guildford before becoming a full-time
musician.

“He got his personal music apprenticeship pre-punk, but saw the Clash at
Guildford Civic Hall on that important night in 1977 and that proved to be the
catalyst in finding his future direction. He told me: ‘I was a bit of a hippy, to be
honest. I had long hair and sat up in the balcony. But the next day I thought,
“I'm a punk rocker”, I cut all my hair off and threw all my records away. The
Clash completely changed my life, just from going to see them at the Civic
Hall. Music was so boring at that time. All of a sudden I was looking at this
thing and thinking, “This is great!™

“Incidentally, I've also mentioned in my book a vague note of another Clash
visit to the area, one that pre-dated the White Riot tour. It was in October
1976 in Guildford at a pub disco run by pop band Marmalade’s ex-bass player.
Was that bass player Graham Knight, who was with them from 1966 to 1973
and 1975 to 2010?

“The Clash’s Paul Simonon and Joe Strummer reminisced about that date in a
1982 NBC TV interview as having ‘only one person in the audience’. It would
be good if that person could come forward now and corroborate that
memory!”

If you have any details of the Clash in Guildford in those early years, please
leave a reply in the box below, or contact Malcolm direct by email
to: mi.wyatt@btinternet.com

This Day in Music’s Guide to The Clash by Malcolm Wyatt is available from
Ben’s Collectors Records in Tunsgate, Guildford, for £12. You can also order
from Amazon and other online sellers, and from the author himself, with more
details by clicking here.
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test 2 Responses to Did You See Punk Band The
Clash At Guildford Civic Hall in 1977?

Richard Cooper Reply

January 20, 2020 at 8:51 am
I attended the gig with my best mate Andy Stratton and my then girlfriend
Diane James.

I was 18 and had followed punk since Andy bought home the first New York
Dolls’ album.

We were a bit of an oddity in Streatham at the time as punk wasn’t really
established.

I digress. We travelled from Streatham on the night. And certainly felt the
buzz.

An abiding memory was of a rather large and very frightening punk following
us around all night.

At the time. I don’t suppose we realised or saw the importance of the gig or the
band.

The support band was brilliant. And we later saw some of the band in the
audience.

I was lucky enough to immerce myself in the scene. Moving to Stockwell (a
bedsit) to be at the epicentre of it.

Meeting all those who later went on to do so much in music, I became great
friends with Nick Simonon (brother of Paul who played in the Clash) who is
still my great friend today as is Andy Stratton.

Nigel Hall

May 6, 2021 at 9:31 am

I went to the Guilford gig, pretty certain Subway Sect were the support.

I came up from Portsmouth for this show. There had been some punky gigs in
Pompey and the Isle of Wight, with the Vibrators, Generation X, Eddie and the
Hot Rods.

This though was my first meeting up with London punks,the gig was amazing.
My main recollection otherwise was there were a lot of punk, some of them
covered in shaving foam after shoplifting in Boots! A great day.
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“Yes, technically, Guildford is a gap-town:
it you look closely,you carisee the river Wey
winds its way belween the narrow gap oi
the high rise buildings perfectiy!”

See opinion: In My Heart | Knew It Was a Forlorn Hope
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Bespoke Kitchens
at LOW Prices

Free valuations 9am-5pm
Monday to Friday or by email

Antique & Collectors”: 17 August
Vinyl Records: 18 August
Vintage Posters: 19 August
Film / TV Puppet Collection: 9 September
Cars & Automobilia: 20 September

ewbanks.co.uk

01483 223101

info@ewbanks.co.uk

Beautiful wood flooring and
cladding, luxury tiles, stunning
composite decking and cladding

Call
8 144(0)1524 737000
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Now open
4 Market Street, GU1 4LB

Tuesday - Saturday: 08.00 - 16.00
Sunday: 09.00 - 16.00

AN UNBEATABLE OFFER!

We will build you a bespoke
website for only £149.95

GUILDFORD

(&) HelptoBuy =

= Walking Distance to the University of Surrey = Covered Parking
= EV Charging Points = Incentives Available = 6% investment yield

01483 956983
liongatehouse@elevationnewhomes.com
www.liongatehouse.co.uk

elevation

est. 1992

Working hard for Guildford,
Cranleigh and Our Villages

Please get in touch if | can
help you. For surgeries,
contact:

Q 0207 219 5851
@ angela.richardson.mp@parliament.uk

The Guildford Dragon

Your popular, reader-friendly
Dragon had over

1.3 million page views
last year

That’s around 3,600 a day, or about
25,000 views our readers call up
every single week

Your £35-a-week advert is a
bargain you shouldn’t miss

Contact advertsdragon@gmail.com
or call 0775 232 5557
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Guildford Ramblers Enjoy A Walking Holiday In
the Cotswolds

Guildford MP’s Parliamentary Tribute to the
Late Queen

‘God Save The King’ Called Out By the Crowd As
Charles III Proclaimed in Guildford

Updated: HM King Charles III Proclaimed in
Guildford — See Full Ceremony

Letter: Rate of Building Development Needs To
Match Infrastructure Capacity

Birdwatcher’s Diary No.262

Woodland Trust Giving 1.4 Million Trees To
Schools And Community Groups

Letter: North Street Apartments Will Not Suit
Requirements for Families

Letter: GBC Should Commission a Survey on the
Issue of Building Height

Wild Fish Dead As Fuel Pollutes Bramley Stream

Regulated by IMPRESS:
The Independent Monitor
for the Press CIC

IMPRESS. 16-18 New Bridge Street.
London, EC4V 6AG

T 020 3325 4288
E complaints@impress.press
W impress.press

TRUST IN
JOURNALISM
[
IMPRESS
[

The Guildford Dragon NEWS

® 1s a member of the

1ICN

independent community news network

Recent Comments

J Holt on Letter: North Street Apartments Will
Not Suit Requirements for Families

Ben Paton on Letter: GBC Should Commission a
Survey on the Issue of Building Height

Bill Stokoe, chair, GVG on Letter: GBC Should
Commission a Survey on the Issue of Building
Height

Jules Cranwell on ‘Urban Housing Estate at
Heart of a Surrey Village’ Approved

Stuart Barnes on Local Parties Asked, ‘Should
We Have A Building Height Policy in Guildford?’

Ricky Sonn on A25 Ladymead Floods Due To
‘Exceptional Rainfall’ And Blocked Drains
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Recover? Watch
the Shop Front
Debate

Tumbling Bay
Weir Repair -
Pictorial Report

Escape From the
Lockdown Blues
With a Dragon
Tour of the Castle
Grounds’ Reds!

More Revelations
on St Catherine’s
Cave Expected
Soon

Dragon Interview:
Guildford’s MP
Thanks Residents
For Supporting
the Fight Against
Covid-19

Dragon Interview:
Weir Repair Will
Take Two Years

Dragon Interview:
Royal Surrey
Chief Exec Says,
“We're Feeling the
Stress But Are
Coping’

Dragon Interview:
GBC MD Says He
Is So Proud of His
Council
Colleagues

Surrey’s Chief
Constable Talks to
The Guildford
Dragon NEWS

Dragon Interview:
Luci Phipps of
GuildfordYoga
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