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THE CLASH and The Jam on
the same tour looked great on
paper, especially with the front-
runnces being joined oa the road
with those great white hopes the
all-girl band Skits, The Subway
Sect and, the toast of the north,
the very fine Buzzoocks.

If it had spoceedad then the lacemal
feoding oo the nithl part of the
Amrchy Iour — that jad w0 The
Damned geitting the tour — coukd
have posubly been remembered as
mezely growing pains is 2 mavemest
that had yet o keamm one fact
— if the burcsucrats in Remote
Controd divide 1Be New Wave then
they sure as hell will crash (or at the
very lest rame) the ssme movement,

Every day Jcal ovencils ban young
bands from playing = their towns
withost valid resson.

5 Bur The Jum lelt the tour alier the
Rainbow gip with eight dates still to
play, and [ couldn't Belp wond if
maybe we were. doing the job
thes . ..

“ S0 «= why didn't The Jam stay on
the road with The Clash? Both sides
see it very differemly.

Clash masager Bemard Rhodes
sayx that the fundamental ks behind
the tour was that The Jam snd The
Clash were the only two bands signed
with 3 record company, and that they
had a responsibility 1o financially halp
the other bands on the bill,

“Chris Parry of Polydoe s=d The
Jam are only concerned about them-
wives,” Bermse chims, “The Clieh
believe that the bizger bands have 2
dury 10 help cust the bands that aren't
sgned 10 a record company — help
them with mosey, use of lighss and
PA, anything you <xn, The Jam didn't
want 1o Know, and s for them saying
that they bad 10 pay to get on the
Tour, hat’s defipitely not tree, We
haven't got a penny from them, and as

“Mer of fact dhey were petting one
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hundred quid each night t play o gig.
They didn't give us a penny.and they
had use of our Nghts, PA, backdrop,
the Jot, )
“Chris Pasry has claimed we
dessanded a four:figure sum from The
Jam but we haven't got & penny out of
them and we've st 17 quid oo
this sour subsidising the smaller
bamncds, But all Chris Parry and The
Jam ¢nre about & themselves . . "
The frictiom with The Jem is
certainly mot the caly aggravation that
the woer has encountered. Suhbrway

Sect's drammer hW
John Towes in Ge . and
afier the giz in Ste 23ans the bands
on the wore all taken S:n the
kocal pefice station by The Law.
“We were all stripped Bollock-
naked,” Bermie ik “Fingess up the

Polydor's argument that friction was

caused by {ou ma The Subway
Sect as well as The Clash?

“1 don't mamage The Sulvvay
Sect!" he odes. "l am-rot the
manager of The Sstrway Sect! Look,
we just care sbout bands ocher than
oursehves and we'ro comcermed sbowt
pulting on 3 great show foe the kdk.™

S0 you're out on the road keoping
things together?

"“Yeah," Bemle says. “And while .

I'm ost here CBS redesse 'Remote |
Conrol' s a sisgle. Thar's very |

frogic. !
Amthing to add cn the split
derween The Clish and The Jam?
* "I don't pve a shit about Chns
Pirry o The Jam,™ he concludes.
When 1 spoke to the mambers of
The Jaem last woek thoy =vid thas the
t had cocured because the PA that
they had been promised the use of

wias unavailsble for a3 soundcheck
before both the Rainbow and Edis-
burgh gigs.

“We were promesd the use of the
PA and we didn't adways pet 31, sand
Paul Weller.

““On stage at the Rainbow the
sound was 0 bad that I ooedds™ even

hear myself, and it retned the set,”
claimed bass player Brate Foxton,

 Of the actual Bnancial detadks the
band ssad they'dl beon asked to pay
some moaey for appesting ca the
tosr, amd skl they'd been willing to
help the other hands 1o & cortain
degree - but they cliiss that the
amount of money they were eventu-
ally being asked 10 comtribalc wiss
more than they thought was worth-

| while, -

“Being asked 10 pat our heods i
our pockets all the time, was how it
Becaene,” John Weller, Paul's Dad

“and manager of The Jams, told me.

“It wis the =ame okl story," sad
Polydor press offices Jell Dene, “Our
AXR men have informed moe that the
muney we were being ssxed 10 pay for
appearing on ke Wur betime WO
much."

How much? g

“1 believe somewhese i 1he regson
of a thousand pounds.™

Bernic Rbodes snd they haven't
recsived 2 penny from Polydar or The
Jam.

“In fact po moncy hias actully
changsd hands,” I igreed.

He expressed the syme sontiments
38 The s about being peomisad full
we of lights and PA aad then oot
being given them. As well as pointing
out that The Jam had already been
the victims of narronvminded local
council buoresvcracy om their guwn
headlining tour. o :

“The City Council n Leeds bave
already tanned The Jam from appear-
ing at the Leeds Town Hall" sud
Jelf. And the list gets lomgor evervdsy
40 %eC Japs 3,

And while we fight amongst our-
seives, can you hear the real esemy

lsughing?




