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But many of the
“‘emergencies’’ turn out
to be blocked drains.
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But even without
payment for overtime,
the system cost around
£3,000 a year to operate,
says the report.

The majority of the
calls were 4o blocked

has no statutory respon-

could have waited or
alternative arrange-
ments made by tele-
phone.

management team s

Councillors are also
being asked to decide
whether staff should
continue clearing
drains.

Householders were
supposed to reimburse
the council, but £600 was
still outstanding for -last
year's bill for £1,570 for
drain clearance

Punk Rockers
fined for theft

TWO members of
the Punk Rock
group The Clash
were fined after
spending the week-
end in cells. :

The group's drummer
Nicholas Headon, 22, and
singer John Mellor, 24,
whose stage name Is
Joseph Strummer, were
to have appeared before
magistrates at Morpeth,
Northumberland, on
June 3 on theft charges,
but they failed to answer
bail.

They were brought to
the North East at the
weekend from London
and spent Saturday night
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‘The manuscript, which

and Sunday night iIn
custody .

Mellor, of Forest Hill,
London, admitted steal-
ing pillows and towels
worth £26 from a hotel.

Headon, of Finsbury
Park, London,

stealing a door key and a ]

keyring from the same
hotel.  Mellor was fined
£60 and Headon £40.

Insp Dennis Harri-
man, prosecuting, sald
the group played at
Newcastle University
last month and, after
they left their hotel at
Seaton Burn, the items
were missing.

Police dlleoverod the
stolen goods in the
group’s coach.
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albums will be instantly
recognizable by the
cover paintings of the
featured musicians.

Diz and Getz (Verve
Select 2332 084) shows
Dizzy Gillespie and Stan
Getz in action on this
1053 session with Oscar

excellent form ‘and It

much by other musi-
clans.

Ben Webster and
Friends (Verve Select

side Time after ime is
outstanding and is a
ballad version by just
Webster and the rhythm
section

Harry .Edison crops
up on all kinds of record
dates, sometimes play-
ing obbligatos to Frank
Sinatra or Ella Fitzge-
rald

But Blues for Basie
(Verve Select 2332 082)
sets him at the head ofa
sextet which contains,
yet again, the late Ben
Webster and a rhythm
section which consists of
the Oscar Peterson Trio
plus drummer Alvin
Stoller.

Edison was a member
of the Count Basie band
from 1938 to 1950 and one
track here is a salute to
his old employer, Blues
for Bill Basie.

In many ways this is
an ideal Introduction to
jazz for anyone who
thinks our music con-
sists either of Kenny
Ball's band or loud,
frenetic screeching.
Edison's music falls
easily on the ears while
Webster was one of the
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