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EVER since, in December last year, the Sex

Pistols uttered a few four-letter words
on television, the commercial potential of new-
wave rock has been glaringly evident.

The Pistols recelved ghenomcml media coverage,
and their single, ~ Anmarchy In The UK.," reached t
lower levels of the Melody Maker chart, eventually
notching up sales figures in the region of 40,000 coples.

EMI, of course, dropped the band as a result of the
adverse publicity. Nevertheless, other record companies
noted the sales figures and started to search for their
own notw wave .

“The major companies are, predictably | suppose,

ng over the top about new-wave bands,™ says Ted

rroll, boss of Chiswick Records.

“It's a bit like the Merseybeat boom when, after
Gerry and the Pacemakers and the Searchers had had
& couple of hits, every group in Liverpool seemed to be
offered a recording contract.”

Chiswick are a small, independent label formed 18
months 350, * We saw there were a lot of bands gigging
around London, creating a little buzz, which weren't
being s by the major companies. Our first band
was the Count Bishops, and then the 101%ers,

*“The oomcguuu, however, seemed to be ignoring
the bands which® were actually gjzﬁlng. They were
looking for heavy management and all the rest, over-
looking bands like the 101'ers.”

The 101'ers, however, featured Joe Strummer, who
was later to join the Clssh, a band signed by CBS
for a reputed £100,000 in February.

The are the first British new wave band to be
given the full promotional treatment by a major record
company. Their debut simgle, " White Riot,"™ looks
certain to make the chart while their album, called
simply “The Clash,” is being promoted with a month-
| tour, starting at GUILDFORD Civic Hall on May 1.

e concerts continue at CHESTER Rascals (2),
BIRMINGHAM Barbarella's (3), SWINDON Affair (4),
LIVERPOOL Eric's (5). ABERDEEN University (6),
EDINBURGH Playbouse (7), MANCHESTER Electric
Circus (8), LONDON Rainbow (9), KIDDERMINSTER
Town Hall (10), NOTTINGHAM Palais (12), LEICESTER
Polytechnic (13), PLYMOUTH Fiesta (15 , SWANSEA
University (16), LEEDS Polytechnic (17). MIDDLES-
BROUGH Rock Garden (19), NEWCASTLE University
20), - ST ALBANS CJlB Hall (1), MAIDENHEAD
Skindles (22), STAFFOR!

BRIGHTON P

Colston | gy JBs (14), BIRMING-

HAM  Barbarells's (133

. HAMPTON Laf.

DON st Poly.

company, however, technic  (27), DARLIN&-

have not_stopped with the o0 ito (June 1),
Clash. n'{/ have als0  \DDLESEROUGH R

signed the Vibrators, the Garden 5

band which recently "% ER Electric Circus (4),

so_ﬂg Iggy *rlr::’v:' BARROW Maximes (53.

Sricish tour. o e RAK EDINBU&GH Tiffany’s (6)

nlcu?:'ni one single, “ We ('|n d, LRRIOU.  Frica

Vibrate. “When we started, and

They too, however, are
when Stiff was formed last
on the road from the end . g } the only

of this month, & 3 8
LONDON N.mmf’d ‘3 companies interested in
29), SOUTHAMPTON Uni- these bands. But npow
ity LONDON there's a lot of money in-
TOL- volved, and record com-
Toby Jug (2), Panies don't go throwing
TWICKENHAM Winning money around,” commends
Post (4), CROYDON Red Carroll
5 “The Jam are a good
example. We saw them a
few limurhyin; around
London, and we liked them
DON Dingwalls (11), DUD- a lot. But thems we also

rock:

there’s
money

anarchy

oty =38 News background by Robert Partridge

beard that the big com.
panies were also interest.
articularly  Polydor
Just lost out on the

and Clash,

they évenuully signed the
band.
“One night, when the

-wave venue), the

ng
turned up, accountants, ex-
«M’Jivﬂ. the lot. We obww’;
can't © te
et S Trick have Johnny Thund-
ers’ Heartbreakers. .
“The Heartbreakers are

have recently signed two 3
going to devel in the
Who,

new-wave bands,
driver from Blackpool and
Radiators  From
who are based in Dublin
Skrewdriver were
after they sent demo tapes
to Chiswick, while
band were recom-

phenomenaon,” insists Chris
head of Track. It

managed the Who from
PICTURED BELOW: EDDIE AND THE HOT RODS: Island deal / VIBRATORS: signed by CBS / JOHNNY THUNDERS: recording for Track

their earliest days at Lon.
don’s Marquee Club to the
making of the Tommy
film.

“Every decade a mew
generation  appears, and
sometimes  the malkce
themselves felt {"hla time
it's the Heartbreakers,”
says Stamp. The band,
formed by ex-New York
Dolls  guMari  Johnny
Thunders, came to Britain
for the ill-fated Sex Pis-
tols tour last year, * The
bands are a lot younger in
Britain, and they’re ter
and more interesting than
American bands”  com-
ments Thunders. “ We de-
cided to stay in Britain
and signed with Track"

The band’s first single, a
doudble A side featurin
“Chinese Rocks™ ang
*Born Too Loose,” will be
in the shops at the end of
the month, <olncidinﬁ with
the Heartbreakers' British
tour.

They play BRIGHTON
Embassy Cinema oo April
29, followed by HULL Col-
I;{: Of Higher Education
(May 6), LIVERPOOL
Eric’s (7), WINCHESTER
Klni Alfred’s College (11),
WARRINGTON Technical
College  (13), LONDON
Royal College Of Art (June
0), ST ALBANS Civic
Hall (13), BIRMINGHAM
Barbarella’s (14), PLY-

OUTH Fiesta (19) and

College Of

-

M
HEREFORD
Art (24),

Few of the punk bands
Bave yet moved out of the
clubs. Even the Clash, on
their tour mext month,
ph?' ooly a few comcert
ball gigs. M

. became wary of
the new wave at the time
of the Pistols tour, when
most of the shows were

at the last mo-

And at the beginning of
the year even ¥
pub and club circuit seem-
ed to be closing its doors
to the new wave. The
Roxy, in Covent Garden,
however, nst the needs
of the mew bands.

call
Generation X. He had
hired the buildin{ for two
days in D last

club and, today, Czezow.
ski is planning a “ Live At
The Roxy ™ album, similar
in format to New York's
" Live At CBGBs."

“I'm not sure when the
album will be released, but
we've already started re-
cording it. EMI are inter.
eslcdhin it, although noth-
ing has yet been signed.
About nine or 10 bands
will be on the album,
which  will have 14
tracks,” comments Czez-
owski.

“It's simiar to the
'CBGBs " album, although
we haven't Just taken the
idea from that. The club's
got so much vitality it
seemed a pity to waste an
opportunity to reco:
some of these bands.™

The running order of
the album has yet to be
decided, but amoag the
acts to be featured on the
album  are  Buzzcocks,
Johnny Moped a
Slaughter and the Dogs.

The most successful of
Britain's new wave groups,
to date, however, are the
Damned, whose debut al-
bum " Damaed Damned
Damned * made the lower
reaches of the Melody
Maker chart

Their success also rep-
resents a breakthrough for
Stiff Records, formed in
August last year by Jake
Riviera, previously the
tour manager for Dr Feel.
Rood, together with David
Robinson, manager of the
Damned and  Graham
Parker and the Rumour

The company, during its
first fow months, operated

a mail-order tetm, with
"So It Goes* by Mick

Lowe as s first 3
Full distribution dm
come mtlls leﬂ"l"" this
year, when St inked up
with tsland . The

LONDON Roundhouse
next Sunday (April 24).
Island, of course, also
have Eddie and the Hot
Rods. signed early last

Maker chart with
"Teenage Depression™ in
De: ber and were even

year, promoth Johnny
hunders” Heartbreakers.

“That was a success so
1 decided to take it ower
permanently,” comments
Czezowski, In four moaths
the Roxy has become Loa-

don's prime npew.wave

featured on BBC-TV's Top
Of The Pops.

Only the major com-
panies, however, can get
their records into the big
shogs - and then oaly
with a big promotional
push. - Other labels, like

Chiswick, Sky

P, are forced v
on the growing netw
shops catering fo
wave,

Chiswick  records
stocked through the
On chain of oldles
which are also own
Carroll. But the pt
source of esoterica b
ain is a wholesaling
rany called Bizarre
ast year did much |
interest in such bar
Television, whose
records  were Imy
from America

Today, Television
on the brink of the |
chart with My
Moon " but, a yea:
their reputation in I
rested solely on Bh
efforts. The compan;
iy ed ng.cxy Pop
Velvet Underground
MCS, all  seminal
ences in the rise «
new wave,

The first of the /
can new-wave bands
to Britain in the su
of last year, spearh
by Patti Smith am
band, who played 1
Roundhouse in I«
They were followed |
Ramones, who also |
at the Roundhouse.

The Ramones retc
Britain, this time
tour, next month. Th

band will be T\
eads, one of Amu
best new wave g
Among the dates an
shows at the Roundl
on June 5 and 6
Blondie, another
York band, are in b

Join the bill.
The Ramones are
HIOSL $UCCH
—in &

The commercial §
tial of new wave hax
to be fully appreciste

new .
companies like Step
ward have been fo
and there is even tall
new-wave film, feat
the Jam, to be made
sammer,

“We started b{‘p«
out records by the |
who were gigging a
London. The whole
has now got much b
with the big record
panies and everyone
trying to get the
bands™ comments
Carroll
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ARVIN GAYE:
“Got To Give It

Up " (Motown). At first
this long-awaited new
one, from one of the
all-time greatest soul
singers, sounds disap-
pointing. Superb though
it is, it's so faceless that
it might have been sung
by any number of top-
class black artists. But
then, the compact mag-
netism of another mini.
riff, minimally produced

; from being THE
disco sound of the moment,
track moves in dead-
centre (o every known ero-
tic zone. The main feature,
the bass — Imperceptibly

shadowed by keyboards —
gestly grinds away as Mar-
vin's steady falsetto parties
on and on

Mellow vocal  harmonies,
warm flashes of brass, dy-
namic percession and, in the
distance, the gay chatter of
people havisg a good time,

sk[ VIEWED BY

-

CAROLINE ((

hosse on Easter S’.uadly_ lhh
band warmed wp Joha Cale’s
audience with a hugely co-

Bew wave direction

i
whines Twh on one the

Gaye hut faceless

one of TTs Mgh esergy
combos who have almost got
it made

The prodlem? They are
seither as stylsh nor as con.
temporary as they could, in-

od thosld, Se. If they used
their own idess, while Nlng
inapired by the  Pistols/
Damned / Clash, instead of
being satistied with second-
rate copying, they'd improve
immensely Foe instance:
they've pot  the regulation
cropped halr (aed very mice
t100) but  hall ol what they

1o them by Freddie Meccury
down Keasington Market
seven years ago.

"I Doat Care" Is =
regulation  seo-punk  stance
el to follow up those lyrics
with “1 don’t care about rock
=" roll”, Is & major crime. It
was caring aboul rock asd its
potential which started the
whole new tidal wave in the
fiest place. If the Boys doa™t
know this, then they better
tune in fast or be counted
amcag the merely fashiomable
fotsam. The dand’s future is
bright bot this debat single

is not for the
Despersto les “Sesoke-
screen Rin Records).
One, two, three, four “bring
me news om & fast
traln/dring me fast sews on
& poods  trala/concentrating
in & cafe/Ricking paper In a
wway/easy money is a8
g00d as it comes/easy living
i a bad way of life
and more
This is a fantastic plece of
music. It leaps at the throat
with bumniag commitment,
wry bumoOuwr, eoer and
startling originality oll, the
second sparse owl, “Handle«
bars”, is obviously iafleenced
that W, M. Auvden/B
Britten  movie  soundtrack,
*Night Maill™. In oew wave
terms, the sound ls closer to
the Burrcocks nua anyone
else. l'y lhd! he week.
ld aille:

“Cas !Vnﬂ Dancing™ (A&M)
These two sever put a foot
wrosg and this is one of
their finest yet. The sound s
S0 tactile i1 creates aa
Wusion  of Bellliant  sparks
fiyisg off the turntable. it's
bresthiess, ecstatic — e
lllnd of sesic to play while
rouu filling in those ax
orms. A smash hll.

Georgie Fame:  “Daylight™
(llhad} With  really potd
disco material, and a pro
dpctr lie syl Dragon

.r might make it a5 a
aker. He still has one

of (hc most  stylish voices
around - eapecially when
his King Pleasure/Mose Alli-
sca roots shine through. The
production Bere s leaden
Chart Potential.

Steanglers: “Peasant In The
Big Shitty™ (UA). A fiee Nve
recoeding wit “Choosy

Suzie” on the ‘B’ side -—
free with their fine, just
relesved debut aRom
“Rottus  Norveghcus™ Vic
Maile bandied Island’s moblle
to trap this gem azd it must
count as ome of the best live
soends of the T
what more could we expect
from the band which is god
o everyone oo the ¢
of thedr skewer ia 77?2
Peter Tosh With VIoMs
s«u And Power: “Africa™
in), “As }ong as you're a
.3 man you're an African ™

most regressive, pseudo-politi-
cal reggae songs I've rd
in months, In America, the
black movement realised long
ago that, x5 Alex Haley has
proved, a true historical

rspective is crucial to an
rn'mmr- Identit and
sense of purpose. frica Is
roots, but the omly way to
achieve power In mmy is
by coming to terms with the
fatt that the place where you
Kve is your future.

One of the main reasons
reggac has yet to become a
real musical force is because
musicians ‘like Tosh, while
keeping A commendadle focus
oo Africa, Insixt that soeee
kind of diaspora back to that
continent iz their only salva:
tion. But ¥ Tosh would Mlp
builld 3 more equitable Bady-
o here Instead of dreaming
of Utopia elsewhere, then his
mvasic might be more sucoess-
ful. A miss,

CAPTAIN AND TENNILLE: @ breathl

siemilar theme bot Edwards im-
plores “teach o3 our celture,
African beother, put it in the
Np«n teach R In  the

schoods. ™ The sound is
slunning — an  epLempo
milityry rockes which

cots 30 deep it feels ax
though it m& make & heart
beat twice as fast. Masterful
Inlggu chart smash, Avail.
able: Golden Age Music: 150
High Street, Harlesden,
London, N.W.10
Quiscy  Jomes:  “Roots™
(ARM). From the albom
"Roots™, The narrative, con-
vincing acting aad mew ook
at “the sags of an American
umn{‘ has been 30 absord.
it nobody | kaow has
noticed the music. Well, it's
8 cross between folkie Chief-
tan-type lyriciam and the all-
cut hex sell of The Big
Counary. ¢Al On the DoX -

Methu Selads  “All Night
i Durlg)l" (Moacer) O
w  set e sound  systems
adlaze. An mstrumental with
incredible brass, rolling bass
aod excilement breakisg all
bownds. The version & a
Killer. Reggae chart po:ml.l.

“We Can't Hide It Anymon
(AN Platisom). Both sides of
this single are about the
pleasure of extra-marital
affairs., Gullity theills depart-
ment. For masochists only, A
miss,

Dobie Gray: “Flad 'Em,
Feol “Em, And Forget 'Em™.
(C Records). e
disco beat tramps on but
Dobie alnt damcing — wnless
it's In jack boots, For fass
this s an earache. But all s
not lost. On the ‘8" :l-!e = a
Johnany Nash n%

Doble opens his ely Iunu
on a bighly commercial (rack
coe thowsand times more
pregentable thas IN ‘A side
‘hl;: M';n: Smr *“Don’
ve "t
Theow It All Away (RCA)
Sowlfel treatment = but the
arrangement, altemgiting to
be richly dymamic, lacks
continuity == aan essentis) is
a long ballad like this. It
drigs  through -
coptors like water throug!
sieve. A miss,
r  Daltrey: "“Written
On Wiad™ (Polydor). A
very serious song  which
David Soul comld carry off
because be is 30 light-hearted
about the <¢Mse-to-the-bone
sincerity of ‘his ballad style
Daltry, however, is serious to
the point of emdarrassment
He interprets this Eurovision
Somg Contest-type tune as if
he were Irying o outdo
Charlea  Azsayour in  the
foredead-forrowed, ey epop.
ing, chest-beating  stakes

Not & pretty listen. A m
PSR

s ) ove
foose 12.5triag plcking from a
guiMar ace who impresses all
with  his techmigue. But be

hit/MARVIN GAYE: moves in dead-cen
erotic zone/ROD STEWART: at his k

has madc
essential
nlus B
oel  wnc
vitimmated
manship
stuck oo
fingers n
fore  he
esting
eather th
mmlvy,

(Polydor).
here whi
becaune

running
this sing!

good laws
Joda
Darlia" ™
around
Chaeistie, !
liged In t
teen.drear
like this,
or  Show
tory. A s
LD
(Contemp
chance H
Bad of ™
in the
Their =
beastifull
s given
from the
arrangemm
Wild C
ctified™ ()
whether
e mad
from  sim,
But you'l
you've d
through
minutes
moover, €

Larcy
- (&
broken &
mended |
a broken
i you're
you'll b
theme. 1
blood yos
be short «
Tina C1
(cns). S
over whi
onto the
dem. T
sure tha
semi-retin
bome  cov
these escy
Rod ¢
Waat T«
(Riva). ¥
trembdling
a burnta
tendernes
jetrker at
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N THE past, Joe Strummer. would return to his squat from the dead-
end gloom of the Lisson Grove dole queue and come up with sneer-
ingly cynical “Career Opportunities.”
When he and Paul Simenon got caught in the racial no-man’s — land between

charging police and angry black youths at the Not

oXp was p

d into

her rock 'n" roll somg,

ting Hill Camival riots, the
"%Vhile Riot.”

More recently, “Hate And War” and “Remote Control” (written around the time
of the banned Sex Pistols tour) were reactions to the general condemaation of punk

music.
But, considering  their
{or-BANy exciting  stage

presence and ever-improving
technique, It was only a
matter of time before a

lured the
Clash  away from their
squat/starve/steal  Nifestyde
A pox oa the irony!

With CBS's  befty
figure advasce and
tWo  years guarastoed
socucity, what price songs
i streat-level sur.

six-

dries on the dotted hne?
“No" counters 24-year-oid
Joe  Strummer, offerin
“Garageland™ in evidence, *'I
mever want thet to happen
“After our second gig, a
critic wrote that we should
bt returned to the gparage
aod bocked In with a cor
motor  ruaniag until  we
&:‘d ‘Garageland’ is about

~l was lrying to say that
this is where we come [rom
and we know it and we're
80t going to get out of our
depta. kven though we've
sgned with CBS, we areat
goieg to Meat off Into the
atmosphere bike the Pink
Floyd or anythiag™

Admirable seatiments
which cynics, no doudt, will
find hard to believe, But, In
teth, . the bdand mave
changed lntle over the last
six months

In thg ecarly days, they
returmed (O Loeir researsa
studio one alght 36 dMungry
and broke tnat, over ne
one bar of their electrs
they cooked and ale

remained at  tne
bottoms of & ducket of Flour-
and-water pate

Todsy Joe Stremeser, on
& basic €25 a week, looks »
picture of Bealth bot, u
anything. an adequate diec
nag sharpened Ais reactive

wit,

“The oaly person  who
played "White Riot" (their
recent single) on e radio
wis John Peel ~— and he's
or  om  holiday”, says
Jjoe, Dis voice a mixture of
amused incredulity  ana
Trustration.

“You play our record
against say of the other
suff aad it just  knocks
spots off them Ieft, ngn.
and ceatre. They must be

the people ia chan
mdio stations. No 1:
One. They ocutlawed
pirates and thea <&dn't, as
they promised, cater for tne
marke! the pirstes created

"Radio OUne and Two,
most  alternooas, [um  Coa-
currently :zd the b.w:ote
thing has slid o ck o
where it was %’orr the
pirates happentd. They've
totally F it

“There's mo radio station
for youag people anymore.
It's totally down (o house-
wives and trendies In [s-
lington. They're killing the
country :};Juvﬂec the play-
list m0ao %

“No 2 (ycpiul They're
even worse  becacse y
chance, coening

the heart of

and sitting ia that
tower right on op of
everything. %

"But hey've - completely
blown il I'd bike to throltle
Aldan Day. He thinks he's
the sealf-appointed Minister
of Public Eslightenment.

“"We've just written a
now song called ‘Capital
Radio” and a Moe in it goes
“listes 1o the tunes oa the
Dr Goebtels Show'

“They say ‘Capital Radio,
in tune with London'.
THey're in tuse with Hamp-
stead. They're not In tuse
with us at all. 1 hate them

“"What they oould bhave
dooe, ¢ red (o what
they have done, is abboe-
rent. They could have made
it 80 good that everywbaere
you went youa 100k your
fransistor radio.

» conld have made
the wicie capitel buzz
Instead, Capital Radio has
just turned its back oa the
whole youth of the city."

Radio stations are not
above criticism  but  what
does Stresumer think of the
punk scene ot morens?

“1 don’t think there &

count

Clash

personality

Joe Strummer
talks to
Caroline

Coon

fecling really
"I stood

and leokoq roand

these people were slumped
arowsd ing! 1 threw
tomato sauce om the mirror
and stoemed out.

uppity.
In the middle
and all

better,”

However, bad or
not, swurely it is Dbetter to
have somewhere (o play
than nowhbere at all?

"No, I thisk it's better to
have nothing than have
that,” says Joe, acknowledg-

that his “selfish™ attl-
v might have something
to do with the fact that the
Clash temporarily cut
of action since drummer
Terry Chimes o
start his own band.

e

s then it's got to be

. There's dound (o be »
rubbish  but  I've
chasged my opinios of the
Damned.

“I've seen them a ot and
1 thisk they're
watch, They play good. The
omly thisg 1 have against
them Is that they can't play
85 well 23 us.

“Number One for me al
the moment  are  the
Subway Sect. m*v;v
some good ideas. Shits
are (00. Palmcitve on
drums! She's the female
Jerry Nolan. But like every-
ome, they need to do J)
gigs in 30 days and they
would be a different group.
Thes they'd be grest. The
same with us"

How has  Joe  beea
alffected By the daa om
punk rewsic, which bas
effectively kept the Clash
off the road since Christ:

few nights were
We were just Jocked up in
the hotel room with the
Pistols, doin’ nothing.

"And yet, for me, It was
great We had the

dida"t Jet
often. We did It about eight
times, It was good fun.

“Bet when 1 got back to
London on Cheistmas Eve !
felt awfel 1 was really
destroyed, because after a
few days you get used to
eatisg We were ealing
Holiday Inn rubdish, dat it
was two meals a day and
that. And wien [ got off
the coach we had no o
and it was jest awful. 1 felt
twice as hungry as I'd ever
felt defore.

“1 bad nowhere 10 live
and | rememder walking
away from the coach, dell-
berately not puttiag on my
woolly Jumper. T walked all
the  wx wp Totlenham
Court l{md and it wa
really cold det 1| wanted to
get an cole A miser-

JOE STRUMMER: * There’s no rodio station for young
people anymore. It's totally down to housewives and
trendies in lslington

able a3 1 could.

“Christroas was here, and
me and Micky Forte, owr
sound

mas, had owr HNttle
Bags in ocor hands and |
just felt like the worst

thing in the world that the
tonr had eaded, ed
15

way aad | didn't wast (o
get off it”

On stage, Strummer wires
himsel up ko an inhuman
dysamo of swesty, tremd-
ling flesh, fearfol eacegh to
bave one wondering when
the ambalamce brigade will
rush to Mg rescue with a
straitjacket.

While be tilts his bollet
head s angles, bis
agonisieg face screwed iato
an n wound, be wields
Ns Telecaster Fke a chaln-
saw. His magnetism s
uxan&«w - more ke
M ympic st man
forcing all his energy into 2
final  record-breaking It
than asaything seen o0 a
rock ‘n’ roll stage before.

Offstage, he's the Clash

¢ with the lowest
profile. Guitarist Mick Jones
(21) is the most verdal

Bas Faul Simenon (20):
who was educated  at
schools in  Brixton  asd

Notting HIL, where 90 per
cent of the kids were black,
ommunicatey moce easily
with asimal physicality thas
with words,

Much has been made of
punk music's tough roots ba

modern  urban  dereliction,
Bat, Joe s not working
class, s he?

"No, I'm et working
class at all. My father was
born in Indla. His father

“Then, because he was s0
smart, lM)'u,r" b 2
scholarship he weat o
university, and he was
really peoud that he'd come
from nothing, with =0
chaace, to baving a o
- gven though it was froes
the poxy University of Luck-
now.

“He came to London and

the Civil Service as 2
unior  bam. Then he
became a oot-so-junior bum
and then he reached  his
:wnlo‘nnd became a

L, going Overseas.

“That  was my Jocky
break. He was dead proud
of it and be really wanted
me to be like him, Bat at
the age of nine 1 had to
2y goodbye o them be-
cagse they went overseas o
Africa or something.

‘I ~weat o boardiag
school and oaly saw them
once 8 year after that —
the rameat  paid for
me 10 see my parents omce

a year,

" think | was dead
locky, | was left on my
owa and | went to (bis
school where bullying was
really s

It wasa't 8 publie
. school

e thick ich  people
sent their thick rich kids —
aaother perk of my father's
Job, It was a job with & lot
of perks - all the fees
were paid by the Gowern-
meat.

“When | was eight he
made me st all  these
exams for these (lash padiic
schools, But ! falled the lot.
Finally [ got isto semi-
Crammy school

the entrance exam,
me, Mg brother, was Jet in
oo

So Joe has a brother?
“No, | did bave, but he's
dead. He commitied swicide
Ia 1971, He was a year
older than me. He was &
Nazi. He was 2 membder of
the Naticsal Froat. He was
inlo the occult 3ad ke used
to bave these deaths heads
and crossbones  all  over
everythi
“He didaT ke to talk o
anybody and I think suicide
was the caly way ost for
Nia. What else could he
have doae?™
The Clash are being
altacked for helr  “ine
tellectual™ to
music. They certainly
o be most
potitically aware of the pew-
;l.d';n Uatit m l.h“l
. Paul
thought David Steel was
Tomeyy Steele’s  brother.
Does Joe read at all? Does
he know who Prime
Minister is
:“Y:u&. l_ﬁ‘M M‘ replies
¥ Up 10 page
;4 of The Rise And Fall
Of The Third Rekch (the
hardback edition has 1245
pages). And I've read every-
thing that T. E Lawrence
wrote. He was my bero.
“And Jim Callaghan,
right! You know, 1 got a
recently and the other
day | was pusching be:
tween him one channel

Jim Call n.
know  whether
is true, but |
that Fidel Cas
mood takes bim,

and
walks off agalm. And that
10 me sounds as If he's got
somethiag to say.

“Whereas Qe Hke
Carter and Ca!:xgnn have
probably got people
lf“l;l} them what to say.
They're just rodbots. They
havent g0t any personal
zing. Like Hitler, He wasat

a8 rodot, whatever you say
abost the e Although,
look what he &84~

Joo defends the band's
“poiRtically aware™ stance
then?

“Well, the trouble is the
woed political. 1 L leave
it as awareness, You get all
these  smart-alec N\t:
RIOUPS COmINE OUl == &
more power to thelr elbow
smeering  ‘The Clash,
thay're 100 political — who
wants (o care about that

That's like the fash (m:g

0 say mow, But I st

and think about it and It

strikes me as rubblsh

C:ll don't think about Jim
llaghss asy more thas

the newspaper vendor does

Politics, as the word des-
cribes Msell, means Grey
Boredom Talk Lomg Words
Impossidie  Sentences =

sh.

1 don't think abowt that
stofl, 1 just thisk about
who's doL., what to me
and what I'm going to do

continued on p44

MELODY MAKER, Apsil 23,

\
et

oV

(2

(\5

S

¢




-
3

Page 44—MELODY MAKER. April 23, 1977

Record &~
Tape“Market

MISSED THAY MIT SOUND WHILE IT WAS AROUND?
GET IT FROM THE DEALER WITH ALL THE CLASSICS,
All the singles hsted below a0 only S50p each and aro but a
small salecton kom ovee 2.000 befles hsted 8t incredidle
prices. SEND S A E FOR LIST

840 company Can'l Get [nowgd
sowit 101 Lomericans

oFooATA :‘h.

-y e ‘::uo Tacathunina (2001)
L Beach

1t Rever Raims n Soeern Calfornis
mmmm 2 Broben Cearm
Coodbye Nothia 10
Eoememan,
& Meart
MATTHINS SOUTHERN COMIORT .’Mht;
. l'l:w
MNE CLOMILD m’*'m
SI00M PARK Tye Loved
Shv i e
Love
aa Samba pa'n
STATUS Quo Pictares of Matchstck Men
sutey Doctar's Orders
XL & TINA TURNER Nstresh Coy Limane
TIWES You Litse Trestmaker
wwo Serururiting ey
ANDY WILLIAMS Sudtare

Postage and paciung 2 5p extra aevy number of records
ALSO A BARGAIN. 100 Ddlerent Hit Singles £13

(phus £2. W Overseas)
OLDIES UNLIMITED (M)
6/12 STAFFORD STREET, ST. GEORGES,
TELFORD, SHROPSHIRE TF2 9JQ

COB RECORDS

1129, PORTHMADOG, GWYNEDD, WALES,
TEL (0768) 2179 & 3185 (10 lines) m-m.

DISCOUNTS TO ALL COUNTRIES

ANY vadatie Py
Oommimmers DUWZM
Lro(mm REe MVMI -n-iu K uo-'-le\mh oedars
v Y S g b gy o gt oriery AL e e
tewnd s wmw—mwﬂnuwam'-«wm
o0 damage  WBreE Speedy debuary Carens. Subaantal eeve
Btinrts o orders ovee (35 0) K nwll;o wpi) Piabae wive & ‘phond N
wmucoccu-.oou(M«-:ooovwmth-auu
Sntownts phus Miny cther Biand New Ly oo Souced Oier of o % () 25 0 A8
‘v pece

ADDITIONAL SERVICES (U.X, ONLY)

PECORD EXCHANGE SERVICE 1 yins Noww avry wmmirned LPY In paod

e Wil Ly (gt anchange Paen lor ANY Beand new LPs — w0 %0 (1 }Ocuu-s
© 9 W L1 20 showed o fon Sachonge Phaee sond &4 8 o phone for

PRST U K OMLY)

CUALITY TAWRMVTILD SECONDHAND LR Over 10 000 sarys » e, wend b»
PRIL combogun AS secordPand LAY 39 (hechad bor quanty bebors beng acononed
whe HEch B2 W Sy gaartead Thews €0CAE B8 COMOMINY Mpaie bore
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from page 29

sbout It That's what 1 cal
poh( s~

Joe would like the lyrics
of the Clash's scegs (o
exacerdate political aware-
ness in his audience. But,
bow potent &ées he think 5
rock ‘n’ rofl band is whea
it comes to chasging any-

thi
'&o&tdy useless,” he

replies  without  hesitation
“A rock 'n" ol growp!
Noone of us is ing to
change anything Everyone
w008, ‘Punk! Hurrah!'

But in three years what
& you think I'm going to
be doing? What do you
think the guys who buy our
single are going O be
doing? 'l still be walking
arcend metteriog to mysell,

“They are sill going 0
be shovelling s~= down some

old shoit and, ma with
their wages, t buy the
Clash's fourth album, Rock

AR - hhﬂq sald that,
thea | STILL vraM o try
to change U \th
does Joo lhlnk the imi
tant Issues are now? l
does he feel he is fighting
WMI(?

'Well, the only thing I'm
Interested ln is my personal
freedom. Just want the
right to Obvicusly,
it ain't no wse me havisg
the right to choose unless
everybody else has  too
Everyone's got to have it

Before Joe uuabkd into
he plansed

'lmt:gmul:‘ol“uh
everybody else. I w: to
be an artist. But when |
e
sy set-up. Bt just fe
up completely.
*“I'd walked straight out
o{mhdeodtuid school
isto a

n«hlu ocq' t the time
there joads of drugs
and one day [ took about
50 trips In a row.

"1 remessder fiading my
way iato the stedio and
them It suddenly struck me
that  the teachers were

Clash

bul how 10 make a drawing

enormogs  distinctios ™
Two years of dissipated
youth, of casual jodbs Dut
mostly unemployment,
passed before Joe “fell in™
with & busker
"I was ecarning some
money holding his hat. We
were  down e Under-
groead and | was watching
his fagers and it suddenly
occurred 10 me that if he
could do it, then so could |
But | was really nervous
about actwally ying.
“Now  every knows
ity dead casy. It takes
three weoeks and you can
phy every lase In  the
. Bet In them days |
(houobl it was something
you bhad o slog at for
rs. There was this really

Big  mystique. 'm  really
angry about who
spread that s— about

“Anyway, t &

the 1 was bunl with
lal me (O play “Johnny

sy S
y .
ou do this pitch a=d 1
ead off down Green Park
and do the pitch there'
Asd he just walked off
down the passage.
"'And it was rush hour.
wWas

L

}umud -ﬂh peope’ Amzh.l
ﬁcu llm vrl(h ;his ui-ldc
And that's how I ulﬂd"

Joe's advance from
Bysiker to lead singer was
00 less ﬂm friend
“gave” a camera which

he was quick to exchange
for another friced's drum
kit. This hc loaded isto am
od van drove to yet
moee lrieed& in Wales.
They, as chance would
have it, bad a rock band —
with a drumemer but minus

SEEING the Tommy

Dorsey Band on
the John Denvcr Show
on BBC-TV on April 2
started my friend and
I wondering just what
happened to Dorsey.
Can you enlighten us?
- Howard Jones, Mat-
lock.

condition  he
- band's  lead

nﬁ"\nnm to be the star
of the show™ He renamed

(hrough mind on the
night of N 1
c" on-ukc-‘ﬁl::yll
st
-lhln.&cmld
sl sorts of confliets. He
e e thought. o _the
voece. t

of his home
life was wpsetting him, for
Just as Tommy had been a
man of Istense hatreds, he
bad also boen a man fell of
love, which he gave

{

"
;f
T

the band the Vub

ks of Beand New (s U K O
B coming u. They were o5 continued on p48
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mmmw-u&nw
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s Test

bt he

caten A
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WELT & TAPES & RICOASS Sarmunghem
16 Chrmich Bigh Resd (UGENE LAVIN
Landon. W 4 Gepl. e l Tel 021356 4338

For detady of how % advaniae in
ha weekly Seature Dlease COMACE

IN DINGWALLS DANCE HALL
first time ever

RARE RECORD (Dealers) FAYRE

Folk, Jazz, Rock on sale there 10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.
at the LOCK, CAMDEN TOWN

GEORGE DAVENPORTS

COUNTRY MUSIC CINTRE
Conrtr A 00l Bach W R 2 of s specataas Raconds ¢ Brain
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1 Froe UF st every J LPs Bought
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304 OLOMAM ROAD, NEWTON HEATH, MANCHIST
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TANDY'S

THE EXPERT EXPORTERS
ATTENTION!
ALL OVERSEAS READERS

U K. readers should 9o qustly FRANTICH)

M you bve in NORWAY, DENMARK. SWEDEN. FINLAND
GERMANY, BELGIUM, MOLLAND, AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEA-
LAND. etc.. why pay £4 and over for your LPs when you can
buy high quality new and weplayed LPs from the expent
personal exponters foe hall that prce

Wote sodey for full detals wciuding e new TANODY S
caiogue plus lat of new releasos

Trade enQurres waicome

YANDY'S RECORDS

TANUYS RECORDS *D:

'DEPT. XM)
Anderson Road
Warley
866 4BB

\ Tel. 021-429 6441/2

Talav:

HAVE YOU GONE
ERARNTE

YET!

If you don’t mind paying £3.50 for your LPs
FRANTIC is not for you, but FRANTIC customers
save up to £0.85 off the price of top selling LPsand
£1.50 off double sibums. Of course, they also
enjoy the FRANTIC 48-hour service given by the
experts of mail order

Write today for the new FRANTIC catalogue which
contains 1,000 amazing bargains,

ERARNTE

MAIL ORDER COMPANY
RLEY
WEST MIDLANDS B66 4aBB
Tel. 021-429 6441/2
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way. Unfortunately the alto
sax muslc s mot avallable
but #t would Dbe quite @

simple for an

transeriber 10§ "

fiom the record. t e
L we are .

fow dates over thece ore
the summer recess. -
COLIN COOPER.

Seeing sounds

A! a <c=xvﬂ recently 1 saw

Why 10
many different models  and
for what reascox. — Alex

dlaphrapm (the
's “eardrum™) varles In

COUN COOPER of the CLIMAX
effects for his o

lt Right* — m just miked

u

Dorst
dilem

:«(b:‘d: affects ;n “hear-
ng" and, of course,
are often m

ling nmolse, etc Microphone
cholce depends oa the appll
cation. T use AKG mikes In
the following wayx

This mike's
© and e
:u of vadistorted
output, bed to it
e standard mike
for this pu and It s
enough for wse on the
AKG-DI20O for snare

drum. Used with the EQ
switeh in  the mid-position,
the bass end rolls off a little,
;Ivln bard, clean, close-
miked snare sound. It has &
strong, noMrv-lw case with

protection.
AKG—DM (oc tom-toms
(also Mdeal for vocals) This is

des for  cleae-mikin,
'ot‘f"‘ with wmrvmus
impertant in  the

e
tom-tom  sitwa-
b

apsele
exposed top

AKG-D224 used overhead for
Is and hi-dat. A sophis-
ated foll-range twi

mike Ideal for the d
hi-frequencies assoclated with
cymbals, which so easily
becosse nasty  when povrl

miked Iato 2 large
Sensitive snd “far s«ln -
lky ud overall stereo am-
the whele kit
AKG-C“IS for goags. These
semsitive  comdenser

]eo with slightly bright-
ened top ead, are Ideal lov
tosal rasge

By George!

‘ THERE and when was

Gecrge Harrison dorn
and did he start Nis
careet? lan Munds
Portheawd,

Be was born on 25 Fed 1843

S
s7852E

4

fifii’éﬁ?&'i%ﬁi?‘ FEERE
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HORN SYSTEMS
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£119.2%
2x12 PA with Piaro pawr
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Add 00 Pu2o twin hoen. past
(64.80
115 Folded hom ben. 2 Plasos
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for rew Poso Heen Catalogue

Mobile Discotheques
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Disco
Insurance

DO SOUND & VICHTING
LOUPWERE ra S
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St
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03

THE NEW SILVER STAR Disco
Lomdon/South East - 777 4im)

DJ. Jingle
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Ol [0, AN as new, -
37,

oisco SQUIFNMENT, A
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Avils Services, 8334 et

LIGHTING EQUITKENT for
hire, esampie: tuter 2 including
effeck I3 plux VAT for 34 heurs
- Al.lftb\l 310204

MUM  AXIS  wre, Discos
o a” -lxr- avallabde for weld op
-uum ~- 848 3373,
hm NEwW J‘r&u’
lro- the .O‘\" N‘I

Taldor made jiegles featuring
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and pow brapd

created o order,
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Disco Equipment
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wu uu s Maverick (o stock
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Ambition drew hiss back
again to London, He formed
the 10ler’s (101, i=-
Cidentally, is the number of
the dreaded £00m n
Orwell’'s 1984 where Win-
ston 18 tortured), slogged
around the pud  circeit,
recorded “Keys To Your
Heant" and was o  the
verge of breaking the band
when he saw the Pistols
and guit

One afternoon Mick and
Pagk, ost for a stroll down
Ladbroke Grove with Glen
Matdeck, spotted Joe across
the road. They were suffic.
lently yobbish ercugh to yell
a I0ler’s put-down #t him
He stopped im his tracks
Then they ashed Mim 1o be
their lead singer

"1 joined the Clash as
soon =8 1 saw Mick and
Pasl, just because § wanted
to book like they I«)ked.
says Joe candidly. I didnt
hear thess play umtil days
Iater. 1 remember thinking
after 1I'd agreed 10 join
groop,  Jesus, I've mever
heard these guys play?

“Paul was jest admitting
that be bad no idea what
his jnstrument was — that

because he's
Ro0d  memory. b

them parrot fashion
momest

For a

O God™ and thes ) dtd'ﬂ
#\;’!‘l n:lo(kr l.d e

willlagly mits w

mech  Be 1.\; ia-
fleenced by Mikk and Paul's
style. Offstage, what ¢
wear today s lomocrow's
acme of punk sa
soazz. On stage, to

m‘oﬂb‘e 1 n l
! that
everybody hfawlo MOVE. 1
was the oaly person who
moved s U 10iec’s —

Paul kaows it and 30 wo've

golng o
maintain  his
credibility

Ty
“I've realised
signing  boiled  down
perhaps two  years'

that
w i

argument with CB.
thrown off]l For 1t has
Been a gift from heaven
“Before, most of the Ume
Ml 1 could think about was
my stomsch. A log of the

time me and Paul a4
nothing  else but  wonder
our next mead was
from We  were

ty all the thme
the dole was

threatening to send me o

tecurity. We might have an -
a

The Clash

Birminghxm on Mmwme
Governmont re-Lralni

. We coulda’t ¢
ab(-ul the reasons  bekind
anything.

“Now | feel free to think
~— and free to write down
what I'm thinkieg about 1
Bavea't changed my ways
atoall Asd leok — I've
Been [ adout for so loeg
I'm not goi to suddenly
turn Isto r'-? Stewart jast
becasse | pot €25 a week
e much too Jar gone for
thas | tell you

Comsidering how Blaningly
Sgeressive the Clash’s music
Is, W's interesting o note
how  lintle  vicdence  there
has been at their gigs

It may be lucky colncid-
ence, It may be because the
breakneck masic keeps
oeveryone glued o (gf
aCtion on the stuge, bn R
must also be the
sequence of Joe's umva
1o his avdience. He mnever
insults or Marangues them
in the punk manser. Omce

"Y(glhou were tho exact
words | sald. but what |
was really trying to  sa
<ould have been sald mud
better,  Someticses (hx
YOU say om stage w
wmeticmes they doa't

“What | meant was ~—
the toughest chug is faciag
yourself. Being honest with

rielf. That's what | ¢call

ieg tough

e Stage we're oot
inciting the crowd to vio-
lerce  —
sounds
want to go roumd punchl
hemselves while “2“ gd:
e — well lot "om
care. I ain‘t telling men lo

arousnd

Lo e ch
other wp, 1&‘.{ mumﬂ Is
how | feel and can

than sssa s
face in. | on violesce
with . someone

then 1

ﬂLoy nm
1 don't hink we're
tough enough. We've got to

Rl & Mt w‘u;brv 1 mean,
no one's ng to give us
u\yxbl# ih ; azd

you
vn( it, you'w -x 10 take
and be about it
Bu( I don't enjoy punc‘hlnu
people Bp for no reason ™
How does be plan to
proceed  froms  here, what
does he want to achieve?
“I cam seo all or mothing.
I want (o write some more
gear and 1 want to work
my ass off. 1 want to get
out and do 50 gigs in a

row. M they don't Jet us it
will be too sickening. Sut H
we dont get a  dramme

we'll be worse off than lhc
Rejects!™
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