How the
Sex
Pistols
misfired

By Steven Kendall
and Howard Corry

The great Sex Pistols' myth
exploded In Leeds last
night when a vile, disgust.
ing show was met with
derision, scorn and hoots

* of laughter from scores of
fans,

Many walked out on the
dresdful debacle at the
Pobtechnic and those who
stayed were told lead
singer  Johnny otten:
“You're just a load of
dummies. You're dead.”

But, in fact, it was punk
Tock and its crude, mind-
less message that was

o violent
th e group's olen
et ot e oy
expected but apa
was such that excitement
was virtually non-existent
and only one fan with a
truncheon was carried
out. The sole casualty was
a gifdl who trapped her
arm In a door.

CATCALLS

When the group waited
. among catcalls to do an
encore:  Hotten  turned
upon his fans and
snarled: “Has the council
banned * you from _clap-
ping? If you don't like us,

:’ou where the exit

s.'l

The Pistols, who havé '
. Up so much

controversy with their
fourletter tirade on tele-
vision, were left rate
and dejected; antagonistic
in their brusque depar.
ture.
Earlier; they set the tong
for their abysmal per
»formance of depravity
rock by dedicating the
first number to “Coun.
ciilor Bill Huodson, of
and Bill Grundy
and the Queen® They
immediately bioke orders
{from their manager not to
swear by ‘using 3 string

Jeers for punk rock group as fans walk out

This punk rock fan at the
concert wore a razor-blade
ear-ring,

of cbhscenities, -

Then, at the start of the

second number, Rotlen
took a swig of ale and
spat It out all over the
fans at the front.

Througout the. show,
“Anarchy in the UK" at
the start of a tonr hit Ly
cancellations, the group
came across as musicaliy
berelt. wverbally moconic
and crude. !

‘RUBBISH’

The beat, blasted out with
carshattering force, - was
relentless and unimagine
tive. The lyrics were even
worse, an abomination ‘of
baw revolution. like:

Johnny Rotten at full throttle at the Leeds Polytechnic
concert.

“God gave the Queen,
there Is no future.” ‘
As Rotten continued his ava-
lanche of atrocities, some
of the 300 fams started
walking out and their
verdict was unanimous:
"What a load of absolute
rubbish.”

Kevin Petch, The Nook
Birstwith, said: *“TI only
came to see what all the
fuss was about. 1 wish I
hadn't bothered. It was
the worst concert I haye
seen in my life™

Another fan, Karl Stevens, -
of Farsley, said: *“I've
never heard anything like
It. They are 50 bad it just
fsn't true™ -

Steve Ereen, an official at

the nts' Union, said; °
“It's not been a bad night,
There has

been
trouble, although many °
people walked out. I think -

many peopie came out of
curiosity as a result of
the Sex Pistols® reputation -
and the controversy sur- ’
rounding them."

Supporting the Pistols on

stage were three other |

punk rock bands, The
Clash;, The Damned and
the Heartbreakers from .
New York., Their per.
formances and punk rock
in general were so similar
that it was hard to tell "
when one finigshed and
another started.

no '



