_THE SEX PIST OLS‘
-~ debut Bntlsh ‘tour was

~ almost destroyed this

~week as a result of |
_ hostile publicity follow-
ing their controversial

 two minute televnsnon

mtervxcw & g

Sensanonal media cover-
age caused 'l‘own ‘Hall,
University, and * Rank
Leisure ( roup officials to -
humedly ban the = four
group, Punk. Package from
‘appearing. At the - begm-

- ning of the week no ‘less

‘than 12 venues scheduled

to present this show refused

_lo 'do so. ;

. The Pistols' recording Iuturc :

was also uncertain: when top

EMI “directors  pledged 10

‘jnvestigate  the  group's

- reported bchuvuour. on and oﬂ

camera.

Untep-enlant, \the Pistols and
 the other  involyed were
determined to p)ny a natnoml
tour, ﬂ]ll‘loufh it:is cerfain. lhey
will suffer a Jarge financial loss, -
~and on Monday played their '
first concert at Leeds Polytech-
 nic; originally scheduled to be
Ihe fourth date of the tour.

~This was thé sccond major -
d;smpuon to theiitinerary since:
the ;I’Ismls ﬁtst announced. thed\:

- Ame

ibrators and 'mkmg !-{ea

. These. bqhﬂs ter withdrew
-.tmm.,,tlw:p
. replacements
- Clash, and’ US oullits ‘l‘hc
i Heanbrukers. A revised and

“arranged with the Pnstols as b
bull-toppexsn : ;
. The cause of the conlrovcr.'.y
— Bill Grundy s interview with
the SPs on
“Today'" program
. been reponcd iull)' scc'l'hnlls' :
- page 5). As aresult, Grundy
was suspended by |he station
lor fortnight  and
m:mdcd by the Director
of rogrzmmes, Jeremy Isaacs,
for “inexcusably sloppy jour-
~ nalism", ‘and the Pistols were
condemned by national news-
| papers as "'ObﬂGKIOEB and

_arrogant.”
~ The station also :ssued a
-;-itatcmcnt of  apology,

- “Because. the: programme: was
live we could not' foresee the
Iunguage that would be used.™

But  Nigel . Waus, a -
 researcher workm; for London
Weekend Television, claimed.
he had warned the Today team.
1o expect such behaviour I'romi
The Pistols. Only days carlier,

- Mr. Watts had worked on a
Punk documentary - ptcsented :
on LWTV's London Weekend
- Show, whege it was necessary

But vmh
e Damned, |

- expanded ~schedule  was |

ocnam words in conversations,
" He criticised Thames for not"
_ doing the same. ~
- Supersonic_ Director Mike
Mansficld, who made a promo
_film of the band, said: *“The
Sex: Pistols are trying to. do
what the Stones did, but the

' blow their cover. I know it's a
calculated thing they're doing,
and-it's' going to make them
very  successful,
achieved a lot in one day.”
The  Pistols' - manager
Malcolm Mﬁmn denied the
band had st an outrageous
~ confrontation. He said Grundy
Erovokcd the group. Jolslmdy
otten and the boys, he
F&ctcd sPontaneous!y, usmg
anguage ‘in every. day use.”

unest ‘band and we don't want

nnﬂbody:o[cdumselup 3

not play. the Pistols’. single,
“Anarchy In The UKY, in its
dayume mmes. Aidan

‘Capital Rad
would not.
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Thames TV's ||
me — has
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1o use i blcl.‘pn.l’ to cover

. Stones did it better. I'd never .

They'vg :

added, "“They arc a very 15
epercussions to their TV

@cax ance. were widespread.
,~_B C Radio stated they would |,

~ Day, controller- of London’s
_.sald ‘his station |

“bew&g ldgn 't lhlnk it'sy vcry_ 16




