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"" average age is just 15.
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' They’re obnoxious, arrogant, outrageous ~
KINGS OF
"THE PUNK
CULT..

ITHEY WEAR torn and ragged clothes held together with

_ 'safety pins. They are boorish, ill-mannered, foul-mouthed,
dirty, obnoxious and arrogant. They like to be disliked.
They use names like Johnny Rotten, Steve Havoe, Sid Viciouns, Rat

Scables and Dee Generate. They are the teenage punks of the
Punk Rock bands, nervously hailed in some quarters as perhaps

Punk rock is the
ressive, fast and loud
| music of Kids with cheap

{1 ' guitars and more enthus-

they say, out of the bore-
dom and frustration of
being on the dole.

A few months 2go» no
had heard of it
unk ‘rock

| Destroy

McClaren, 28, is the
owner of a Chelsea
boutiqgue called Sex
which speck

tic rubbish bags,
eaten sweaters and
“ Caml rapist”
leather masks with zips
across the mouth.

anarchy and outrage.
he

or even

“We even fry to out-
rage each other,” says
Rat Scabies, 18-year-old

| the most exeiting development in rock music for a decade.

by RUSSELL

drummer of The
Damned.

“ At a gig in France we
were drunk out of our

the time,
the floor

was in-
credible.”

Incredible, yes, but no
more so than the sudden
punk music.
Dozens of bands tuned
up to_play at the first
Punk Rock Festival held
in London in September.

The event emn with
fist fights, chaos and @
girl losing an_eye when
she ‘caught a flying glass
Jull in the face.

Since then, punk rock
groups have been banned
from most London clubs
—but the music
has decided the pun

bandwagon s one it can |

not afford miss,

Natural

“ As a record company
very much
in what is new
angd exciting and so it
was natural we should
sign the: grou in the
forefront of the move-
ment,” Paul Watts,
manager of EMI's pop
division, explained.

“J¢ is true they may
not be very proficient
musically, but we don't
lhlg that is a major
consideration. What is
important is thnt.!;he!

entire  audiences have
walked out.

At High Wycombe last
month The Damned
found themselves with-
out. an audience after
Captain Sensible, the in-
aptly named bass guitar-
dst, “abused the small
crowd. v

“I gave them a verbal-
ling because they didn't
geem to be enjoying it.”
he said. “I can't under-

i We're  the
greatest.”

Captain Sensible, like
most punks, was on the
dole before he joined a
band. Unemployment
and a deep sense of dis-
encanmefu_nt created the

el punk rock.
Boring
It was a - feel of
being deserted by their

heroes—the - pop- super-
stars with private jets
and country mansions —
which led to kids making
their own music.

“I1 have every Sym-
pathy with them,” said
disc ~ jockey John Peel.

“The big groups are
predictable and bmmf.
“J am rather grateful
for the appearance of
punk rock and glad to
see a liltle energy com-
In; back.”
unks claim they are
a social movement. “Kids
want something that can
change their whole way
of life,” said eolm
McClaren.
“It is the biggest
thing to happen in years
and no one ecan stop i

now.

ol 2 don’t like it
because they feel threat-
ened by it—it is like

" Some punk rock bands
are so terrible that

having & - of cold
water thrown in their
faces.”

Roger's mum gives her blessing

THE LATEST — and
youngest—punk roc k
band played their first

professional gig in
North London last
| night.

| Called Eater, their

Their drummer is Dee
Generate, otherwise
known as Roger Bullen,

+ a ld-year-ld schoolboy
from Caterham in

[ e e e

Surrey. Unfortunately his
voice has not yet broken,
s0 he sounds slightly
incongruous when he is
about his com-
mitment to punk.
“Some bands might
get accepted,” he piped,
“but WE will never be

WICH Chaimies
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see what they are trying
to do.

“] think it is great
really, You should see
him walking around—he
Jooks like an old raghag.
It's so funny.

“Unfor tunately,
are
trouble with
right now because he has

en so many days off,
His headmas doesn’t
seem to understand
about punk reck.”
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PUNK WEAPONS: A bizarre and deadly collection taken
from fans at a London concert,

JOHNNY ROTTEN:

& o Lot & LA T30 A Gat
IRROR, Thursday, December 2, 1976 Pace 21

Leoder of the

Sex Pistols, o top punk band.

It stands to reason:

@ For a start, weight for weight,
Coalite gives off more useful heat
than coal.

@ It's clean, safe and healthy—
no soot, sparks or smoke.
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Did you know that
Coalite is Britains
best-selling
smokeless coal?

@ Burns beautifully on open fires

or in room heaters, old or new.

® Easy to light, simple to control -

lazes on minimum draught,
quickly blazes when draught

isincreased,

@ Approved for smoke control-

no need to change your open
fire when your area becomes

asmokeless zone
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So order yours now-don’t delay.
‘Wianter is here.

CoAll

PBritain’s best-selling smokeless coal.
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