Why did Rat Scabies leave The Damned?

[s the new drummer a rich punk?

Did Rat try to kill himself?

Are The Damned splitting up?

Why is Captain Sensible embarrassed?

What’s the name of Rat’s new band?

RATSCABIES: "I love touring”
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All this and more is revealed by ROSALIND RUSSELL when
she talks to The Damned and ex-member Rat Scabies

with before be joined The Dammned.

“I was with London and before
that I was with The Clash for two
months,” be says. “I rehearsed with
The Clash but they didn’t pay me so 1
left. ™

Jon was not on The Damned’s new
album — it was recorded before Rat
left — so he's not been inciuded in the
general criticism that’s been thrown
atit.

1 think it's more of & step In the
dark but I agree the gultar is mere
prominent than on the first album.
And the new single, s double ‘D’ for
Damned, is far better than “Problem
Child’ which was more or lesa
stillborn.

“J thought ‘Problem Chilld’ was &
top five hit,” ssys The Capiain,
spraying s mouthful of fried egg all
over my good jersey. “But they were
trying to hush it up.™

Oh, by the way, have any of them
soen Ratsince be loft?

called the Sloveuly Pigs or the
Runners or something. Rat's got his
own thing. "
LATER THAT NIGHT (In
Roundhouse bar).

A great number of people are In

the

The Boomiown Rats’ Beb Geldof is
taking advantage of his height to got
to the bar, other luminaries mingie
sround . . . and & very moody Hat
Ncables lonns sguinst s piliar,
looking uncsaally sorions. What's

up?

“I'I tell you what's wrong.” he
says. ‘‘I've just boen thrown oot of
the drossing room by s bodyguard,
that's what's wroag. You tour with a
band for 18 mooths, then they bave
y-u.w--. Stars, that's what

THE DAMNED: “Rat got fed up with touring"*

“I's & great LP,” says The
Captain. ‘“Better than Gensration |
X's. It's a step In another
direction.””

interview, Rat?

“Yeah. I'll toll you the truth about
me leaving The Damned. ’

‘l\ey sald you'd just had enough of

“‘Ihnt'nlottroe. Tlove touring. "

And about getting drunk in France
and being beaten up?

“Yes, well I have to admit that's
true,” grins Rat, amused In spite of
himsel. “But did they tell you the
one about me drinking a bottle of
brandy and trying to throw myself
out of & window?""

Well,mo . . .

Fat

“Well, that's not true. 1 never
drink brandy and 1 didn’t try to kill
myself. If you want the whnlf- story
speak to me on Monday.

MONDAY EVENING

Phone Tunnel studios where Rat Is
aaditioning musicians for his new
band. Now Rat, about the truth
behind your leaving The Damned

“I got bored with them belng pop
stars,” he says. “Everyone got fat
and laxy and earning money. Then
they just stopped working. It was all
right while we had nothing and we
were all working desperately but as
000 A8 everyome got & oW DOd W
their pockets that was It

“I mean, that shows In the new
albom which [ think s rubbish.

Well, you played om it, sarely you
must have some say In whst it
turmed out Hke?

“Not roally. You'd say wmﬂhlug
bat it didn"t matter. A
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‘l\r Damoed might have trouble

“ﬂ it e e chmnoen of 2 | youd

Was

there any particular
argument that declded you om
quitting ?

‘““No, not really, everyone argues.
1 went so far and we went to
Europe I knew that was it. I didn’t
decide to leave after Jake had gone,
that’s rubbish. '

Now Rat is getting's new band
(working title the Runners) out on
the road and hoping his money from
Sutf will come through soon.

“I didn't get a penny out of The
Damned — I'm meant t0 get It In &
couple of weeks. I've been lving off
£2.50 & week and I'm having to
borrow the reat off my mum and
dad. My publisher, who's been very
good, is lmdlng me the money to
rehearse, '

All this would probably be
bearable for Rat if he hadn't had
that rebuff at the Roundhouse. But
that's changed his view of his one -
time mates.

““When we split it was all ‘we’ll stil}
be mates Rat’ and all that. Then I
went to that gig and got thrown eut of
(hr- dressing room.

“I'd already seen Dave and The
Oaptain and they were all right but
when I went round to say hello they
got that bodyguard to throw me out.

"I wasn't causing trouble or
shouting or snything. Brian
wouldn't even look at me. Now I'm
beginning lu wonder what they're
really ike, *

Rat has his own band o worry
about now. Another couple of woeks
of rehearsal and they'll be on the
road. He's found musiclans that
aren’t well - known and hopes no one
\n\llmnk of It purely as his band.

"I have one from New York, » lady
guitarist, » bass player and a singer
from the West C « What's the
lady like? I dunno. She's not a Gaye
Advert, she’s not an ugly woman, not
like you . . .




