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Why did Rat Scabies The Damned? 
Is the new drummer a rich punk? 

Did Rat try to kill himself? 
Are The Damned splitting up? 

Why is Captain Sensible embarrassed? 

RAT SCABIES -I love touring 
CAPTAIN SENSIBLE Is 
embarrassed. It's not easy to 
ember a bloke that 
frequently goes on stage In a 
nurse's uniform or has been 
seen publicly in a ballet tutu 
and fishnet tights. So you can 
imagine It must be something 
fairly strong to bring a rose 
tint to the lad's face. 

',Any, Captain," the strident 
Allaltrietta tones ring across the 
antra, Romsdhoune theatre. "Aren't 
you gonna give me a kiss before you 
go'?" 

"Shove off." answers The Captain 
tenderly and swipes his scarf across 
the lady's lace. 

°She earns to sae me from Los 
,"explains The Captain 

atop "She keep. following me 

Mho donne% folios) to to the tacky 
cart dews the road, which is :riot as 
well boon's* I east afford to be 
stung for Istft dinner as well as 
everyone alas's. The Dammed are 
wall into their Oran\ tour: new 
guitarist Ls has sailed in at last and 
new drummer, Jon Mom has taken 
permanent residency from the 
departed Rat Seabee. 

Already Jon Is getting shirty with 
the Preen - someone has said be's 
ragmeateg In the Mom Root empire 
Mitd gllk. It Iowan that he's NOT 
a NM deli kid playing punk. Rut 
whets he here - and why did Bat 
rust 

Nile get led up swab the touring, 
west Wear the top." spelt Brian 
Jetsam. "He's very seasitive, Rat, 
though be amen show Botha there 
were a lot of pressure". The 
Europe= tsar wee veal hard. Name 
people can take that kind of pressure 
and moor can't. 

-And on tin almond day he got 
beaten up trying to get into a private 
Wane. lie wee drunk, Mad, and 

What's the name of Rat's new band? 

was his own fault. That was in 

"All the French are w 
offers The Captain. by now having 
regained his composure and normal 
pallor. The tried to kill my dad. 
They threw stones at him when be 
was leaving Dunkirk. Not that I 
remember, but somebody told* are 
about It. Elvis ('ostello, It was. " 

Oh yeah? 
"Elvis Is older than you think," 

laughs Brian. "He's wean two wars. 
ANYWAY . . It was no surprise to 
us when Rat left. He granted to leave 
before, when Jake Riviera left Stiff. 
But then we played a great gig la 
Birmingham and he derided loamy. 

"But this tour is geeing bettor. 
Jon had only one day's rehearsal 
with on before we started. " 

"Even the old songs sound 
better," adds The Captain, a man 
not noted for his scorpion= of new 
ideas. The Captain, If you retail. 
made great nolo. about having 
when 1..0 was Introduced In the band. 

Ugly 
"At first I hated In," says The 

Captain. smiles benignly, 
looking more than ever like a 
youthful Sinology fouler his tattered 
bowler hat. "I thought he was 
o aberemiary and ugly. Now he's just 
ugly.' 

141 grins as If he hasn't understood 
a word 4 maybe he bean ) 

Rut there'. lees a lege reeellings 
recently about The Damned's 
puller ability crowds, .eh 
I've heard they haven't been 
packing In the fans as much as they 
used in. 

"There's a certain premolar 
trying le Raab fail off," }may. The 
Captain. "He keeps rims mama 
telling people The no.d are 
splitting up 

net with,' heel lars' bean 

All this and more is revealed by ROSALIND RUSSELL when 
she talks to The Damned and ex -member Rat Scabies 

THE DAMNED "Rat golfed up with touring" 
with before belched The Dammed. 

"I was with Land and before 
that I was lath The (lash for two 
mamas," be says. "I rehearsed with 
The Clash but they didn't pay me so I 
left." 

Jon was not on The Damned's now 
album - It was recorded before Rat 
left - so he's not boss included Is the 
general criticism bees thrown 
at it. 

"It's a great IP," says The 
(Upturn. "Reeler Seth General= 
X's. It's a step I. another 
direction." 

I Risk it's more of a step In the 
dark but I agree the guitar is mere 
prominent than on the first album. 
And the new simile, a double 'D' for 
Dammed, Is far bettor than 'Problem 
Child' width was more or ions 
=Miens. 

"I thought 'Problem Chad' was a 
top five hit," soy. The Captain, 
spraying a mouthful of fried egg all 
over my good jersey. "Rut they were 
trying to hunk It up." 

Oh, by the way, have say of them 
seen Ratable@ betel,' 

"Yes, Ws all right," says Brian. 
"I ketches forming ..other bead 
called the illevenkr Pigs or the 
Runners or seinalitMg. Rat's got his 

gown thing. " 
LATER TEAT NIGHT (la the 
Reendleseae bar). 

A great .umber of people are in 
the bar in predemmee as being bored 
by the posturing el the Baud Boys. 
The Reendowe Rate' Sib Gelded is 
taking advantage ef his height be get 
le die bar, other not '" mingle 
ascend . . and a very needy Rat 
%rabies leans against a pillar, 
Weida. asimmally maim. What's 
apt 

"11/1 toll' yen what's he 
=ye. "I've gist heat throws eel of 
lie doming sclera by a bodygeard, 
there what's wrung. Von lour with a 
bawd Sur IS arollit. them they have 
you liteen Si. Rita. Mare what 
they are." 

Er, Meat are the alisacee of an 

Interview. Rat* 
"Yeah. tell you the truth about 

me leaving The Dammed." 
They said you'd Just had enough of 

totting . . . 
"That's mat true. I love inuring " 
And about getting drunk in France 

and being beaten up. 
"Yea, well I have to admit that's 

true," grins Rat, amused In spite of 
himself. "Rat did they tell you the 
one about me drinking a bottle of 
brandy and trying to throw myself 
out of a window*" 

Fat 
"Well, that's not true. I never 

drink brandy and I didn't try to kill 
unreal. If you want the whole story 
speak thine on lianday. . . . " 
MONDAY EVENING 

Phone Teasel studies where Rat Is 
auditioning musicians for his new 
band. Now Rat, shout the truth 
behind your leaving The Damned 
. . 

"I get bored with them being pop 
stars," he says. "Everyone got fat 
and lazy and earning money. Theo 
they Mat stopped working. It was all 
right while we had nothing and we 
were all racking desperately :but as 
sans a. everyone got new ime te 
their pockets that was It. 

"I meas, that shows In the new 
album which I think Is rubbish. " 

Well, you played en It, surely you 
Rant have miner my In what It 
tamed out like? 

"Not realty. You'd say something 
but It didn't matter. A remprorralse 
Yeah, I awes* an, but It didn't 

The Damped night have trouble 
getting sew songs now that Stop, 

'tome immune he played% major part 
( with The Captain) in the writing. 

"Yeah, I wrote a lot of the words 
and Muff. They rely on Brian's rift= - you've heard the album, 
y s knew what Ws Ike. " 

Was there any particular 
argument that decided you on 
quitting? 

"No. not really, everyone argues. 
I went so far and when we went e 
Europe I knew that was It. I 
decide to leave after Jake had gone, 
that's rubbish. " 

Now Rat Is getting * new 
(working title the Runners) out 
the road and hoping his money from 
Stiff will come through soon. 

"I didn't get a penny out of 
Dammed - I'm meant to get It 
couple of week*. I've been living 
C2.5.9 week and I'm having 
borrow the rent off my mum 
dad. My publisher, who's been very 
good, le lending me the money L. rehearse." 

All this would probably bearable for Rat If 
that rebuff at the Roundhouse. 
that's changed his view of his one 
time mates. 

"When we sunlit Was all 'we'll or 
be mates Rat' and all that. Then 
went to that gig and got thrown out 
the dressing roan. 

"I'd already aeon Dave and The Captain and they wore all right but when I went round to say hello 
got that bodyguard to throw err "I wawa 't causing trouble shouting or anything. Brio) wouldn't teen hick at use. Now 1'. beginning to wonder what th... really like." 

Rat has his own band in about now. Another couple of weeks 
of rehearsal and they'll be on the road. He's found musicians that aren't well known and hopes no one 
will think of It purely as his band. 

"I have one from New Verb.* lady guitarist, a bass player and a singer from the West Country. What's the 
lady like? I Manna. She's not a Gaye 
Advert, she'. not as ugly woman, not 
like you are you giving us a 
geed write up?" 

That all depends, teat, on your 
taking back that slur as my looks 
. . . 
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